My Digital Project Log — Happy Paws Dog Grooming

Introduction:

For this task, I helped Happy Paws Dog Grooming by turning their monthly booking data into something clear and useful. The owner, Ms Carter, wanted a simple summary showing how many times each service was booked, plus which ones were most and least popular. I decided to use Microsoft Excel because it's great for organising numbers and making charts easy.

Why I Chose Excel:

I picked Excel because it lets you do two important things at once: create organised tables AND turn them into easy-to-read charts. I also read a helpful page on the Microsoft Support website that explained how to set up tables and use formulas, it said Excel helps keep data accurate and neat. Another reason is that it's software Ms Carter probably already knows how to use, so she can update it herself later. I also checked out the UWTSD Bitesize page on spreadsheets — it confirmed that showing both numbers and a visual chart is the best way to present information clearly.

What Information I Used:

I was given four weeks of booking numbers for four services: Full Groom, Wash and Dry, Nail Trim, and Puppy Groom. I listed each service down one side and each week across the top, then added up the totals for the whole month. Seeing everything added together made it much easier to compare the services instead of looking at each week separately.

How I Created My Artefact:

First, I typed all the numbers into a table in Excel. Then I used the SUM formula to work out the total bookings for each service — it was quick and meant I was less likely to make a mistake. Once the totals were done, I highlighted the service names and their monthly totals and inserted a column chart. I gave it a clear title and added data labels so you can see the exact numbers on each bar. Before finishing, I double-checked my totals manually just to be sure they were right. I also made sure to centre-align all my numbers so the table looked neat and professional, which made it much easier to read through quickly.

Changes I Made Along the Way:

While putting it together, I changed a few things to make it better:

• At first my chart was showing all four weeks separately, which looked messy. I figured out how to remove those extra data series, so it only shows the monthly totals — much cleaner!

• My headings blended in too much, so I made them bold and gave them a light background colour — easier to read now.

• The text on my chart was a bit small, so I made the labels bigger so they're easy to see.

• I sorted my table from highest to lowest bookings — it makes the most popular service jump out straight away.

Feedback and Improvements

I showed my work to a classmate. They said the chart was okay but the labels could be clearer, so I made sure everything was labelled properly and the title said exactly what the chart was showing. I also double-checked my numbers one last time — everything added up correctly.

Conclusion:

My finished work shows that Full Groom was the most popular service with 57 bookings, and Puppy Groom was the least popular with 16 bookings. Ms Carter can now see exactly where her business stands — the table gives her the detailed figures, and the chart gives her a quick visual snapshot. That means she can make better decisions about how to run things going forward.
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