

ECGE4001Q - Portfolio of Study Skills 
Assignment Template
Part 1
Use the space below to re-write the paragraph. N.B. The box will expand as you write.
	In Iceland and other Scandinavian countries, they value and appreciate the importance of outdoor play. According to academic research into Government curriculum guidelines there is an emphasis placed on outdoors as a learning environment. It suggests that such involvement can provide both mental and physical stimulation, through appreciation of their natural surroundings and where the combination of exercise and play can have positive health benefits. (Noradahl, K. and Johannessen page 9 2013)
There had been a tradition of outdoor play for pre-school children up to the age of six, wherever and whenever appropriate.
After the age of six and up to school leaving age of sixteen, teachers would normally allow outdoor play during recognised break times only.
In Iceland’s capital Reykjavik, in order to maximise this benefit. seventy per cent of schools say ‘that outside education is an important element’ and this is reflected in the time table. (Oladottir 2008)
References: -
Noradahl, K. and Johannessen page 9 2013)
Oladottir 2008)



 
Part 2a
Use the space below to re-write the paragraph. N.B. The box will expand as you write.
	A definition of Forest School has been developed by the Forest School network, it states that it is an ‘inspirational process that offers children, young people and adults’ regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence and self esteem through hands on learning experiences in a woodland environment’ (Murray and O’Brien 2005;Forest Education Initiative 2007).Concerns have been expressed  that the sort of contact that the parents enjoyed with the outdoors, be it woodlands and fields and parks are not being similarly enjoyed by children of this generation, partly because of concerns for their safety and more choices for indoor activities, with digital games and a wider choice of television programmes aimed specifically at  children. (O’Brien and Weldon 2007). Further research might also indicate that the children growing up without such outdoor contact and interaction with nature and natural surroundings, could develop into adults without the necessary inclination or ability and skills to take part. Missing out on the physical and emotional benefits that go hand in hand with such activity would disadvantage that particular generation. (Fjortoft 2004; Ward Thompson et al.)
References: -
Murray and O’Brien 2005; Forest Education Initiative 2007
O’Brien and Weldon 2007
Fjortoft 2004; Ward Thompson et al.

Further reading: -

1. Outdoor Learning Handbook, Foundation Phase – crown copyright 2009 Welsh Assembly Government
2. Open Space and Social Inclusion: Local Woodland Use in Central Scotland
 Report to the Forestry Commission, Edinburgh, 2004 © Crown Copyright 2004
[bookmark: _GoBack]Catharine Ward Thompson, Peter Aspinall, Simon Bell, Catherine Findlay, JoAnna Wherrett and Penny Travlou (2004)
3. A Marvellous Opportunity for children to learn
A participatory evaluation of Forest School in England and Wales
Liz O’Brien1 and Richard Murray © Crown copyright 2006






Part 2b
Answer all the questions as fully as possible. N.B. The box will expand as you write.
	If you fail to acknowledge the source of your information in academic writing, you could be accused of __Plagiarism____? Why is it important that students avoid this?

 

	





	You only have to reference when you use a direct quotation. Is this True or False? Explain your answer.  

	



	Wikipedia is a good place to search for information for your academic assignments. Explain, with reasons, whether you believe this statement is true or false.

	



	Write a set of instructions which could be included in a referencing guide which explains how to present a very long quotation.  

	



	Explain how you can begin to conduct research for an academic assignment. Identify five sources which would be acceptable for academic study.  

	








Part 3
	Write a critical response to the article you have been given.

	



























