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This essay will be explaining the main Crime Prevention theories with how they can be put into use. Going into detail discussing what impact they may have on society by looking at both the benefits and negatives of implementing these strategies into the public domain. 

The first Crime Prevention theory to be discussed is Problem-Orientated Policing, also known as POP. As stated by the College of Policing (2020) Problem-Orientated Policing is used to recognise an issue, to then analyse the issue to be fully aware of it, to create a specific response to it, then evaluate the outcome for your response. Essentially by recognising the issues at the source, analysing it, then the response provided should be adequate to deal with the matter. According to WalesOnline (2021) throughout a 12 month period starting, on March 23rd 2020, it was found that drug trafficking had risen from 242 crimes the year before (2019) to 330 crimes that year. Recognising that there was a global pandemic in the last couple of years leading to unemployment on a vast scale which could be the reason as to why some of these people have gone into drug trafficking as they feel they have no alternative, potentially leading to these figures rising even more. A way of possibly combating this would be for the police to advertise that there are other options to this type of life, such as applying for benefits whilst looking for other work, or other employment schemes. Working with the Government to help put across regular advertising, so the message is conveyed on a vast scale. There will be additional funds needed but once this is done the trafficking may not go down completely as not everyone will not change their minds but if it meant helping even a few people then it could change a few lives.

Following this, the next Crime Prevention theory to be looked at is a Problem-Orientated Policing model being SARA. As per Arizona State University SARA stands for Scanning, Analysis, Response and Assessment. Firstly, scanning involves recognising issues that involve both the police and public with also how these are affecting the community as whole with how often they happen, then deciding to look at the area further. Next, analysing how these issues keep on happening, using different types of data to propose ideas of how to deal with the matter at hand by recognising the positives and negatives to the solution. Not forgetting what resources can be used to deal with the issue. Leading to a response involving picking out a plan of action then carrying it out by fulfilling the specific goals of the plan. Concluding with the assessment, which would involve reviewing how well the plan went and if it was stuck to. Looking at the specific data that had been collected in said plan, then judging if the plan is to be used again and continue to review its continuing performance. A way of using this theory could be looking at knife crime in London which as per BBC NEWS (2019) was at its highest in the country with there being a rate of “35.5 violent knife crimes per 10,000 residents”. Analysing this issue, London has always had a significant knife issue which has continued for years and is only continuing to go up. So, a way the police responded to this was working with the Home Office (2021) to bring into place “Court orders preventing individuals as young as 12 from carrying knives” as a trial in the Metropolitan Police. Meaning now that children who are 12 and above are less likely to carry knifes at such a tender age as they can be legally liable for actions they commit. However, it will now need to be reviewed how many legal cases there are for children who are this age or slightly older so it can be reviewed if this is a good enough deterrent for those who consider committing knife crime. 
Another Crime Prevention theory is Hot Spotting. According to the College of Policing (2021), Hot Spotting is the scheme which includes aiming the polices efforts, as well as funds, for areas of which the crime rate is at its highest. This theory has the philosophy that the landscape of crime isn’t very levelled out in areas instead being contained inside small spots. So, this is more of a geographical theory, recognising the areas which are more susceptible to crime as there is more crime occurring in those areas at a higher rate of crime than others. An example of this would be Wind Street, in Swansea: It is a specific area dedicated to having many bars and night clubs in the vicinity which means there will obviously be more crime at night as there are more people in the same area who will be or becoming intoxicated with alcohol as the night ensues. As per Crime Rate (2022) In between March 2019 and February 2022 there were 68 violence and sexual related offences on wind street which is the highest of any nearby areas. Meaning people in this area are more likely to fall victim of these crimes as such a high proportion of them occur in these areas however generally at night as then it will be at its busiest. 
In terms of what the police can do, they should have more officers in that area at night than usual with even more patrols than there would be during the day. Being in close contact with the pubs and clubs so if something does occur, they are able to respond right away. However, as per Bryant (2019) “The persistent presence of police officers, PCSO’s, or local authority wardens undoubtedly have a deterrent effect, but this cannot be sustained for long due to the cost.” So, it not only is eating up a large proportion of the police officers time, but their resources as well could be used better elsewhere. Using and fitting CCTV camera’s may be cheaper than having police officers and would assist in finding those who do commit crimes but for those who may be drunk and disorderly they may not see it as much of a deterrent as they would not be fully aware of their surroundings. Although it will continue to be an issue as there are so many businesses thriving in this particular street, the best efforts for the police would be to continue with this best method of having regular patrols with a significant number of officers as it is the best option they have.

Moving onto the new Crime Prevention model, which is “Triple T”or Targeting, Testing and Tracking. As stated by Sherman (2013) targeting is a form of policing involving positioning and comparing the tiers of danger connected by different things such as “places, times, people and situations” for the police to look at. As well as testing which ensures the police are not throwing money away or making crime go up. Lastly tracking if the police are indeed doing what their superiors are telling them to do, this will more than likely continue to rise as body-worn cameras are now in place to view encounters with the public. Using body-worn cameras under the “Triple T” would include firstly targeting so the police officer would need to consider while they are on patrol where they were, if they are likely to be in danger to use this camera in possibly areas susceptible to crime and if they were in a confrontational situation to turn the camera on. Next going in public and testing the body-worn cameras, advising the public when they are in use as some member of the public may not wish to be filmed and also consider the general response to the equipment by the public. According to the Metropolitan Police (2022) when the body-worn cameras are used to “provide evidence in the investigation of an offence or suspected offence, provide transparency, eg during a stop and search or when force is used, help officers who know they will need to submit a written report of an encounter or incident, an aide-memoire”. Finally, after reviewing all factors the police would need to track the ripple effects of using body worn cameras as it will possibly reduce the number of complaints made against the police as they will have evidence of the event occurring however, it may be down to the individual officers to wear the equipment and some officers may not feel comfortable having their interactions with the public filmed.

Lastly, the final Crime Prevention theory ATLAS, which is stands for Ask, Test, Learn, Adapt and Share. According to Pepper (2020) ATLAS is broken down into “Ask questions that challenge current practices. Test and critically evaluate existing research and new ideas. Learn from existing approaches and new ideas while considering how they work in workplace practices. Adapt practices and policies using the best evidence available. Share the outcomes across the service.” Most importantly sharing throughout the whole process on any findings whether they are negative or positive as it will help the police service as a whole. A way of using this model could be looking at Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB) incidents being recorded in a particular area these may include, noise complaints, vandalism, a person being harassed and being a nuisance as stated by Swansea Council (2021). 
The first step would be to question how the local Government currently looks at the matter for example, according to Swansea Council (2021) there is a “4 step plan” which involves firstly a letter warning the individual to not continue with this behaviour, then the second step would be another letter and ASB members coming to said person’s house to visit, to see what the issues are causing this behaviour. The third time of referral has been seen by the individual but still has not participated with the procedure then a meeting is brought together for the person to look for a path to improve their behaviour, possibly including a behaviour contract being agreed to. The last step could be being taken to a magistrates’ court due to a civil injunction. Assessing this it is a necessary last resort however, by implementing another strategy it could prevent the need of having to use this as often. By testing ASB talks in secondary schools with children explaining the consequences of ASB, the effects of doing it and explaining what it is. The police would have to adapt as it would take up time to make and do these talks but could be potentially beneficiary in the long term, as those children could be less likely to commit ASB then or as adults. The police officers will learn if this strategy is a success as they may see a decrease in ASB crime which may not occur right away but overall could reduce. If this strategy is successful those police officers can then share this tactic to other police services.

To conclude, all the crime prevention theories discussed are positive as they would be beneficiary to reducing overall crime. Some would take less time to put into place and as such will see instant results. Although the longer-term theories could be more beneficiary as it may be a slower process but it would be getting to the heart of the problem, so the crime doesn’t occur at the rate it once did, it does depend on the crime itself and what the solution aims to achieve.
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