The Police play an Active and Significant role within the English and Welsh Justice System.

In this essay we will be breaking down and assessing this quote to determine to what extent this quote is correct. To be able to do this we must first establish what the Police are and what their role is. 

[bookmark: _Int_SU54SDgl]Firstly, every police officer holds the ‘’Office of Constable’’ which is what actually gives the Police officers the power to detect, investigate and prevent crime, which allows the police to do their main role which is to ‘’Protect the public by detecting and preventing crime’’ Brown. J 2021. To do this, the Police are granted certain powers, but the extent to which they use them is heavily monitored, making sure they are human rights complaint. The police are usually peoples first call to an emergency due to the police providing such a broad number of resources and are specially trained to deal with many different emergencies which can vary from investigating a Road traffic accident (RTC) to try and find who was at fault, to securing a scene to protect evidence or to responding to small civil disturbances. 

The Police and Criminal Evidence Act of 1984 (P.A.C.E) is the specific act which governs what a police officer is allowed to do and what they are not able to do, the P.A.C.E act is there to ensure that what a Police officer is doing is not seen as intruding on the rights of the general public. The P.A.C.E codes of conduct controls the powers over Stop and Search, arrests, Investigation, Identification, Detention and Interviewing detainees. This is a vital part of the police as this protects them from prosecution as long as they adhere to the rules set out by the P.A.C.E act as every police officer is expected to do. 

Now we will have a further look into the significance of some of the advantages of having the police being able to carry out all of these different roles and how they benefit the English and Welsh Justice system, firstly with the police being able to handle many different situations the process of dealing with many of these problems becomes more streamlined and more efficient which could potentially lead to many more lives being saved and it becoming easier to catch criminals making the UK safer for the general public, in 2023 ending in March there were in total 547,003 stop and searches carried out by the police and of these 74,097 turned into arrests for a number of various reasons meaning that 14% of all stop and searches resulted in an arrest, this shows that stop and searches are effective at catching criminals before they are able to potentially carry out a crime, this number had risen for the years previously but was not able to top the all-time record of 2017 which saw 17% of stop and searches turn into an arrest, some of the biggest drawbacks of this method is that the percentages are very low, meaning that this year although there were 14% of arrests there was 86% of stop and searches which equated to nothing which obviously would have costed the justice system quite a lot but even so stop and searches are still vital as in the year ending march 2023 if there were no stop and searches 74,097 criminals would have been able to go un detected which means that a lot of crime were prevented from happening. With these criminals being detained before being able to commit crime the general area becomes safer and an overall better environment and a more comfortable environment for some of the general public who may be worried about certain going ones in their own community, and finally this could also prove to save money for the English and Welsh justice system as there is less need for an investigation or to go hunting for the criminal. 

When looking at how significant a role the police play in the English and Welsh justice system it is important to look at the amount of arrests the police make which for each arrest normally ends up in prosecution or fines which has a high chance of stopping people from becoming re offenders which is possibly one of the best outcomes of an arrest. In 2023 the Metropolitain area alone made 99,169 arrests and 16,297 in south Wales, this shows that the police are quite efficient in arresting people allowing the justice system for England and Wales to process and prosecute more criminals. 

As mentioned above the police always put the publics human rights first, and they do their best to protect the rights of the general public from being invaded by the small amount of people who try to invade other people's basic human rights like privacy, this has the benefit of making people feel safer in their own community. 

Without the Police many criminals would probably go without prosecution which would make it extremely hard for the criminal justice system for England and Wales to be able to prosecute any criminals which in general would make the UK a more dangerous place and cause many more crimes to be committed as criminals begin to realize that there was no negative consequence to committing crimes, which in the worst case scenario could lead to something called the broken window theory which summed up is when criminals realize its ok to commit some crimes they slowly begin to commit worse and worse crimes eventually luring in more criminals at which point it is very hard for the local police force to be able to fight the crime in that area due to the sheer quantity of crimes being committed. So, in conclusion, without the police there would be a major impact on the community and the safety for the people within the community as more people turn to committing crimes, also with the increased amount of crime the English and Welsh Justice system would have to come up with new methods to fight this crime which may be more expensive compared to the current method of the police force. 
Following up on the text above, we will now look at other potential ideas which could be used to replace the police force. 

[bookmark: _Int_kOx3Tj0u]Some people suggest that instead of the police force some other methods could be used which includes and delegating more responsibilities to other first responder organizations, creating more independent organizations, decriminalization and targeted community investment, targeted community investment is providing more assistance for the homeless even offering housing in an attempt to try and reduce crimes committed by homeless people not out of greed but out of necessity. This method hopes that by offering housing to homeless people that they would take that opportunity and be able to turn their lives around which on paper is very good but in reality, it may fail and these people who have been given housing may not stop committing crimes which then would be a very expensive mistake to make for the community, the other idea given decriminalization is the idea that by making the once illegal act legal it would cause less people to do it but this is not always a guarantee, an example of this method would be Portugal in 2010 which decided to decriminalize all drugs while also providing more services like more information services which would hopefully allow people to use the once illegal drugs more responsibly and more safely which would hopefully reduce the amount of fatalities due to drug misuse. In Portugal this method seemingly worked as it has reduced the number of overdoses from 369 in 1999 to only 30 in 2016. A major push is being made within the UK to try and reduce the criminalization of homelessness as it will only cause more people to be put into jail. 

Finally, it is a common agreement that the police do in fact play an active and significant role in the English and Welsh Judicial system, this is due to many factors including the fact that the police are very effective and efficient in what they do and while they are able to delegate more responsibilities to more other individual organizations like the RNLI, which is a volunteer organisation which respond to emergencies in the sea around the UK, and due to this the police are rarely contacted to respond to instances concerning the sea unless it is a very dire or important emergency, but the Police still play one of the most important roles in the English and Welsh Justice system. 
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