Chapter 5 – Conclusion and recommendations 
5.0 introduction
The previous chapters of the dissertation analysed data found within this study and achieved the third objective. This chapter will meet the final objective: To provide recommendations surrounding the discovered key issues of serving police officers thoughts on proactive vs reactive (add to introduction objectives)

[bookmark: _Hlk143910790]This chapter will also provide a conclusion surrounding the research question of, Proactive vs reactive. Should police officers be proactive or reactive in an effort to reduce crime rates? As well as highlighting the limitations of this project and potential future research is this area. 

5.1 completion of achievement of objectives 

1. To analyse current data surrounding proactive and reactive policing strategies and their effectiveness in reducing crime. 
An analysis of existing literature was successfully carried out in chapter two. 
2. To identify the most suitable research approach required too appropriately allow a critical evaluation of both proactive and reactive policing strategies. 
This was achieved in chapter three of the dissertation. 
3. [bookmark: _Hlk157764088]To analyse data collected to determine if police officers should be proactive or reactive in an effort to deter crime based on servicing police officers’ thoughts and opinions. 
Objective three was achieved in chapter four following an analysis of data.
4. To provide recommendations surrounding the discovered key issues of serving police officers thoughts on proactive vs reactive
This final objective will be achieved within this chapter. 

5.2 Main Findings 
Throughout the dissertation multiple findings have been presented. Identifying gaps in the research question ‘’Proactive vs reactive. Should police officers be proactive or reactive in an effort to reduce crime rates?’’ with their being no research on serving police officers thoughts and opinions. Findings from research within this gap identified the following.
Firstly, that the majority of participants being 68% believe that crime rate within the UK is high. Showing that serving police officers thoughts are that crime rate is currently high with current policing strategies. 
Secondly, that more time is being spent utilising the reactive policing strategy by serving police officers with 88% of participants stating that they spend more than 21 hours a week being reactive compared to the 64% of participants stating they spend between 1 and 5 hours per week being proactive. 

Finaly that the majority of participants within this study believe that both proactive and reactive policing strategies should be utilised to deter crime and that from their observations the reactive policing strategy is being utilised significantly more than the proactive strategy. This study identified that the thoughts and opinions of serving police officers agrees with previously mentioned literature outlined in the literature review chapter of this dissertation. This study shows that serving police officers believe that both proactive and reactive policing strategies have benefits in Morden policing and can aid in preventing and reducing crime in various ways. 

5.3 recommendations 
The following recommendations are based on discoveries and findings made whilst conducting the research project and surveys. Recommendations are important as they identify specific interventions/strategies to address issues identified through this study (Dhanya, 2023).
A first recommendation that can be made is for more time to be spent by serving police officer being proactive rather than reactive. This is evidence within the survey where the majority of serving police officers believe that they only spend a few hours per week being proactive when comparing this to being reactive. 
A second recommendation is that proactive and reactive policing strategies should be utilised together in an effort to deter crime. As evidence In the survey the majority of serving police officers believe there are many benefits to both strategies and that both strategies should be utilised to deter crime. 

5.4 Limitations 
The biggest limitation surrounding this research project was the sample size that was gathered. When utilising SurveyMonkey to collect the responses it only allows the first 20 respondents results to be analysed this doesn’t allow for the best representation of the policing population as a whole due to the small sample size and doesn’t allow for very accurate patterns and trends to be identified. 
Another limitation is that the majority of the respondents being 96% were from the response department within the police and as a result only allows for a insight into one department and their thoughts and opinions as a whole. 

5.5 future research 
As the data collected was from a small proportion of serving police officers with the majority of participants being in the response department of the police. A large amount of perception was not collected due to the small sample allowed within SurveyMonkey. Future research should be conducted to obtain a wider and more balanced distribution of responses. Further research could be collected from a larger sample size with a equal amount of respondents being from a variety of different departments within the policing. This would allow a variety of different insights and opinions on the research question. 

5.6 conclusion
This project has successfully achieved the research aims and objectives but also answered the question Proactive vs reactive. Should police officers be proactive or reactive in an effort to reduce crime rates by coming to the conclusion that police officers should utilise both policing strategies to allow for the benefits of both when deterring crime. This dissertation has presented key findings surrounding the issues involved in policing and utilising these crime prevention strategies.
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