SECTION A: About You (Principal Researcher)
1. Full Name: Priyanka Myadari 
2. Tick all boxes that apply:
· Member of staff: ☐
· Honorary research fellow: ☐
· Undergraduate Student: ☐
· Taught Postgraduate Student: ☒
· Postgraduate Research Student: ☐
3. Institute/Academic Discipline/Centre: Institute of Inner-City Learning - UWTSD
4. Campus: London
5. E-mail address: 2223911@student.uwtsd.ac.uk
6. Contact Telephone Number: 07767991891
For students:
7. Student Number: 2223911
8. Programme of Study: Master of Business Administration Banking and Finance
9. Director of Studies/Supervisor: Jia Miao

SECTION B: Approval for Research Activity
1. Has the research activity received approval in principle?
· YES ☐
· NO ☒
2. If Yes, please indicate source of approval (and date where known):
· Research Degrees Committee ☐
· Institute Research Committee ☐
· Other (write in) ☐

SECTION C: Internal and External Ethical Guidance Materials
Please list the core ethical guidance documents that have been referred to during the completion of this form (including any discipline-specific codes of research ethics, location-specific codes of research ethics, and also any specific ethical guidance relating to the proposed methodology). You may add rows to this table if needed.
1. UWTSD Research Ethics & Integrity Code of Practice: ☒
2. UWTSD Research Data Management Policy: ☒
3. [List any other relevant documents here]: ☐

SECTION D: External Collaborative Research Activity
If there are external collaborators, then you should gain consent from the contact persons to share their personal data with the university. If there are no external collaborators, then leave this section blank and continue to section E.
1. Institution: N/A
2. Contact person name: N/A
3. Contact person e-mail address: N/A
4. Is your research externally funded?
· YES ☐
· NO ☒
5. Are you in receipt of a KESS scholarship?
· YES ☐
· NO ☒
6. Are you specifically employed to undertake this research in either a paid or voluntary capacity?
· Voluntary: YES ☐ NO ☒
· Employed: YES ☐ NO ☒
7. Is the research being undertaken within an existing UWTSD Athrofa Professional Learning Partnership (APLP)?
· YES ☐
· NO ☒
8. Has permission to undertake the research has been provided by the partner organisation?
· YES ☐
· NO ☒
9. Does this organisation have its own ethics approval system?
· YES ☐
· NO ☒

SECTION E: Details of Research Activity
1. Indicative title: Cybersecurity Blockchain Application and Innovation Using Cryptocurrency
2. Proposed start date: 26 February 2024
3. Proposed end date: 14 June 2024
Introduction to the Research (maximum 300 words per section): This research examines how blockchain technology can enhance cybersecurity measures within the context of cryptocurrency. It explores how the decentralized and immutable nature of blockchain can be leveraged to secure digital transactions, prevent fraud, ensure transparency, and protect against cyber threats. The study aims to understand the technical aspects of blockchain's security features and its applications in various sectors including banking, healthcare, and government.
4. Purpose of Research Activity: The purpose of this research is to investigate the potential of blockchain technology as a robust security solution for cryptocurrency transactions. The project aims to understand how blockchain can address core cybersecurity challenges and explore innovative applications to enhance digital security and foster trust in the digital economy.
5. Research Question:
· How does blockchain technology enhance cybersecurity measures in cryptocurrency transactions?
· How do smart contracts automate and secure digital agreements?
· What are the challenges and vulnerabilities associated with blockchain technology?
6. Aims of Research Activity:
· To explore the potential of blockchain technology in enhancing cybersecurity.
· To investigate the role of smart contracts in securing digital transactions.
· To analyze the effectiveness of decentralized ledger technology in preventing fraud.
7. Proposed methods (maximum 600 words): The research will employ a mixed-methods approach combining both quantitative and qualitative data. Data will be collected through online surveys and interviews targeting professionals in the cybersecurity and blockchain fields. Secondary data sources will include academic journals, industry reports, and reputable online sources. Data analysis will involve descriptive statistics, regression analysis, and thematic analysis.
8. Location of research activity: London
9. Research activity outside of the UK: N/A
10. Use of documentation not in the public domain:
· NO ☒
· YES ☐
11. If Yes, please provide details here of how you will gain access to specific documentation that is not in the public domain and that this is in accordance with the current data protection law of the country in question and that of England and Wales:
N/A
12. Does your research relate to one or more of the seven aims of the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015?
· YES ☐
· NO ☒
13. If YES to any of the above, please give details: N/A

SECTION F: Scope of Research Activity
1. Use of a questionnaire or similar research instrument?
· YES ☒
· NO ☐
2. Use of interviews?
· YES ☐
· NO ☒
3. Use of focus groups?
· YES ☐
· NO ☒
4. Use of participant diaries?
· YES ☐
· NO ☒
5. Use of video or audio recording?
· YES ☐
· NO ☒
6. Use of computer-generated log files?
· YES ☐
· NO ☒
7. Participant observation with their knowledge?
· YES ☐
· NO ☒
8. Participant observation without their knowledge?
· YES ☐
· NO ☒
9. Access to personal or confidential information without the participants’ specific consent?
· YES ☐
· NO ☒
10. Administration of any questions, test, stimuli, presentation that may be experienced as physically, mentally, or emotionally harmful/offensive?
· YES ☐
· NO ☒
11. Performance of any acts which may cause embarrassment or affect self-esteem?
· YES ☐
· NO ☒
12. Investigation of participants involved in illegal activities?
· YES ☐
· NO ☒
13. Use of procedures that involve deception?
· YES ☐
· NO ☒
14. Administration of any substance, agent, or placebo?
· YES ☐
· NO ☒
15. Working with live vertebrate animals?
· YES ☐
· NO ☒
16. Procedures that may have a negative impact on the environment?
· YES ☐
· NO ☒
17. Other primary data collection methods. Please indicate the type of data collection method(s) below: N/A

SECTION G: Intended Participants
1. Students or staff at the University?
· YES ☐
· NO ☒
2. Adults (over the age of 18 and competent to give consent)?
· YES ☒
· NO ☐
3. Vulnerable adults?
· YES ☐
· NO ☒
4. Children and Young People under the age of 18? (Consent from Parent, Carer or Guardian will be required)
· YES ☐
· NO ☒
5. Prisoners?
· YES ☐
· NO ☒
6. Young offenders?
· YES ☐
· NO ☒
7. Those who could be considered to have a particularly dependent relationship with the investigator or a gatekeeper?
· YES ☐
· NO ☒
8. People engaged in illegal activities?
· YES ☐
· NO ☒
9. Others. Please indicate the participants below and specifically any group who may be unable to give consent:
· YES ☐
· NO ☒
Details of any other participant groups: N/A

SECTION H: Anticipated Risks
1. Risks to participants: None
2. How you will mitigate the risk to participants: None
3. If research activity may include sensitive, embarrassing, or upsetting topics (e.g., sexual activity, drug use) or issues likely to disclose information requiring further action (e.g., criminal activity), give details of the procedures to deal with these issues including any support/advice (e.g., helpline numbers) to be offered to participants: N/A
4. Risks to the investigator: Travelling risk
5. How you will mitigate the risk to the investigator: Inform partners and the university of the travel. Regular contacts with the partners and the university are kept to mitigate the risk.
6. University/institutional risks: None
7. How you will mitigate the risk to the University: None
8. Environmental risks: None
9. How you will mitigate the risk to environment: None

SECTION I: Feedback, Consent, and Confidentiality
1. Feedback: N/A
2. Informed consent: Potential participants are provided in advance the consent form. Printed or electronic consent form will be discussed prior to any data collection process to ensure the consent is obtained before any data collection activity.
3. Confidentiality/Anonymity: The participants' identities are fully anonymised in all outputs.

SECTION J: Data Protection and Storage
1. Does the research activity involve personal data (as defined by the GDPR)?
· YES ☐
· NO ☒
2. If YES, provide a description of the data and explain why this data needs to be collected: N/A
3. Does it involve special category data (as defined by the GDPR)?
· YES ☐
· NO ☒
4. If YES, provide a description of the special category data and explain why this data needs to be collected: N/A
5. Will data from the research activity (collected data, drafts of the thesis, or materials for publication) be stored in any of the following ways?
· Manual files (i.e., in paper form)? ☐
· University computers? ☐
· Private company computers? ☐
· Home or other personal computers? ☐
· Laptop computers/CDs/Portable disk-drives/memory sticks? ☒
· “Cloud” storage or websites? ☒
· Other – specify: ☐
6. For all stored data, explain the measures in place to ensure the security of the data collected and data confidentiality including details of backup procedures, password protection, encryption, anonymisation, and pseudonymisation: The articles used for this systematic literature review will be stored on a personal laptop and OneDrive of the University account. No primary research data involved only academic journal articles will be collected for this secondary research.
7. Will the research activity involve any of the following activities?
· Electronic transfer of data in any form? ☐
· Sharing of data with others at the University outside of the immediate research team? ☐
· Sharing of data with other organisations? ☐
· Export of data outside the UK or importing of data from outside the UK? ☐
· Use of personal addresses, postcodes, faxes, emails, or telephone numbers? ☐
· Publication of data that might allow identification of individuals? ☐
· Use of data management system? ☐
· Data archiving? ☐
8. List all who will have access to the data generated by the research activity: Supervisor
9. List who will have control of and act as custodian(s) for data generated by the research activity: The student researcher
10. Give details of data storage arrangements including security measures in place to protect the data, where data will be stored, how long for, and in what form. Will data be archived – if so how and if not why not: Data storage in university cloud. Use of data files until the date afterward the data will be discarded.
11. Please indicate if your data will be stored in the UWTSD Research Data Repository (see https://researchdata.uwtsd.ac.uk/ ). If so, please explain. (Most relevant to academic staff): N/A
12. Confirm that you have read the UWTSD guidance on data management (see https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/library/research-data-management/):
· YES ☒
13. Confirm that you are aware that you need to keep all data until after your research has completed or the end of your funding:
· YES ☒

SECTION K: Declaration
1. Signature of applicant:
· Priyanka Myadari 
· Date: 29/05/2024
For STUDENT Submissions:
2. Director of Studies/Supervisor:
· Dr. Jia Miao
· Date: 29/05/2024
3. Signature:
· 
For STAFF Submissions:
4. Academic Director/Assistant Dean:
· Date: [Date]
5. Signature:
· [Signature]

Checklist
· ☒ I have read the guidance notes supplied before completing the form.
· ☒ I have completed ALL RELEVANT sections of the form in full.
· ☐ I confirm that the research activity has received approval in principle
· ☐ I have attached a copy of final/interim approval from an external organization (where appropriate)
· ☐ I have attached a full risk assessment (where appropriate) ONLY TICK IF YOU HAVE ATTACHED A FULL RISK ASSESSMENT
· ☒ I understand that it is my responsibility to ensure that the above-named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice.
· ☐ I understand that before commencing data collection all documents aimed at respondents (including information sheets, consent forms, questionnaires, interview schedules, etc.) must be confirmed by the DoS/Supervisor module tutor or Academic Director.

