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The text of Deidamia Achilli follows through on the story of Briseis from the point of after Agamemnon has taken her from Achilles. The telling of the story is through the methods of letters and even though the story of Achilles is known to be a myth, the letters give suspense to the story since where the letters are used for Briseis show her passion for Achilles. This essay will be looking in-depth into a few lines from the letters of Briseis and what can be interpreted from each moment in the section of the letters being investigated. 

[bookmark: _Int_gslPiGR5][bookmark: _Int_A4GZT1po][bookmark: _Int_NBbZ2mZG]Looking early into the letters there were used in the Deidamia Achilli, Briseis makes mention of her departure from the ship of Achilles and his goodbyes to her (Parks, 2011, p. 29). From how the letters describe the goodbye from Achilles, it can be seen that Briseis is upset by this act and that with the notion from the letters saying, “in my misery” (Ruth, 2011, p. 29), from this little section of the work it can be observed that Briseis had deep feelings for Achilles, and this can be even seen easily for someone who has not read the works of Achilles or seen the movies that depict the acts of Achilles and the events that happened in troy. Following from this moment in the letters it then goes on to how she says that the fates are heartless (Parks, 2011, p.29). with the mythology from Greece and how the Fates were meant to be physical beings that make everyone’s course of destiny and how their lives will be lived. So, from the blasphemous use of saying that the fates are “cruel” (Parks, 2011, p.29) can better show how truly hurt Briseis is from having to leave Achilles and go with Agamemnon. Making blasphemous comments about the gods would have led to serious real-life consequences so this so the how much of the extreme Briseis would have gone to. Even though there is no evidence to confirm if Briseis was a real person along with Achilles however from these writings it can lead to evidence supporting that she was not real since even putting such blasphemous words into a letter could have led to accusation that have led to real people from ancient Greece dying on trial. following on from this in line 18 it states about how compares the life she wanted to have with Achilles to her actual situation where she says she is a “unpolished solider falling into strange arms” (Parks, 2011, p. 29). Looking into this particular of the letters, shows that like many war efforts that happen, people being conscripted to the army while having been an “unpolished” warrior. But rather for Briseis, she is being forced to serve and be a concubine for someone else rather than being the concubine for the person she loves. The comparison often made between love and war are very close in this section since she is saying that she is having to fight in a war that she is not prepared for but in actuality she has just been given away by the man she loves to Agamemnon. This also in the story is the cause for many arguments between Achilles and Agamemnon.

Looking further into the letters, it can be seen in line 19 to 21, Briseis talks about the hopeful future from her and Achilles, this can clearly be seen from the line of “There will be a time when you will happily see me return, when Trojan booty will follow white horses” (Parks, 2011, p. 29). From these lines it can be obviously seen that she longs for days when she can be back with Achilles. Another way to interpret these lines can be that when Troy has been taken by the Greeks that Agamemnon will release Briseis back to Achilles as well with other servants that had been won from the war with the Trojans since Achilles was meant to help win the war effort since following his mythology, he was said to be impossible to attack and harm so this could be an insight into how certain people from the Greeks side of the war were going to be rewarded if they succeed in ransacking Troy and taking back Helen, Agamemnon’s wife. Also, while looking into the love aspect of the letters, its distinctly indisputable that Briseis loves Achilles and that it pains her to be away from him. It is made obvious from the line 25 to 28 “From that time the mother of wanton Love will be witness − the mother and her son who causes wounds will be witness −, that no consolation has been pleasing to me in my misery, but food grudgingly consumed before displeased me,” (Parks, 2011, p.29). From this line Briseis has made known her love of Achilles and that she will not love another since the use of “consolation” is to truly talk about her duties as a concubine to Agamemnon. With this line there is also a way in which Briseis accuses the love goddess Aphrodite and: in some myths: her son Eros the other god of love to the be the reason that her love for Achilles in this moment is causing her pain. But also accusing them of this is a blasphemous act for the Greek of that time period so this could have been seen as a more controversial comment in the time period it was originally written in.

Covering the lines 29 to 38 of the section from the Deidamia Achilli, it can be outlined that Briseis is grieving the loss of Achilles but not in the sense that Achilles has just died but rather that they are in essence being forced away from each other (Parks 2011, p.29). With line 29 to 30 it can be more observed that she is currently restless since she has been given new bed and sheets, yet she is unable to sleep and remains tired while away from Achilles. This can very easily be noticed as a sign of grief taking effect and this can be foretelling the future of Achilles' future since he is prophecies to die at the battle of Troy. Another piece of evidence that she is mourning is that in line 32, Briseis is begging for Achilles to come back and take her away and that in further lines how others who she has bonded with since they parted ways mourn for her loss of love as well (Parks, 2011, p. 29). Because of this the way that it can be conveyed to any reader is that Briseis is does not know what to do but cry and mourn her loss of Achilles, this can then foreshadow the event of what will happen when Achilles does die at Troy to Paris. In line 38 of the letter, it makes mention of Achilles unmatched savagery in combat thanks to the blessing of the Stygian River that was only able to give upon Achilles thanks to the mother in mythology Thetis (Parks, 2011, p. 29). These waters were said to have given Achilles unbreakable skin and make him immune to being harmed expect in his one spot on his heel where is mother held him. For the reader this gives a big clue to how close Achilles and Briseis are because this would be close knowledge only given to a few since it was Achilles curse that he be immortal in combat but always destined to die in it. Without Briseis making comment on it then the reader could have thought this love was an unrequited one but this goes to shows the reader how much Achilles does care for Briseis. 

[bookmark: _Int_F7BkKFe1]To conclude the letters from Briseis are able to give some inside look into the feeling she has about the events that transpired from Achilles having to give her away to Agamemnon. From the beginning of the section that was investigated in this essay is to the end of it, the showing of Achilles effect on Briseis is clearly shown through the pain that she is clearly to have felt from having to leaving him. This is then followed by the way she makes blasphemous comments to the gods. This is an extreme to make in the ancient Greek world. While Achilles is the main target of these letters, moments of Achilles is not really mentioned in these. To finalise the letters of Briseis to Achilles show some of the event from when Achilles had to give her away but from the view of Briseis and that it gives the reader a very good insight into the relationship between Achilles and Briseis.
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