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How I and others learn about Business
During this assignment I am going to be discussing the different aspects of how why and where I learn about business. I am going to be reflecting on how I feel about the online learning and digital literacy experiences. I will also be reflecting on how I have found the first year on my university degree and what I would recommend to other undergraduates wishing to come and do the course. 
Personal Learning Experiences 
[image: See the source image]In September 2019 I joined the University of Wales Trinity Saint David, Carmarthen Campus – studying Business Management. Whilst on my first year of this course I have made some amazing friends and we are all supporting each other in our own paths in our educational journeys. During my short time at university it would proof that my style of academic writing, my communication skills and also my professional business approach to my every-day life. Since starting my higher education, I am travelling 37 miles to university and back again so I can gain this higher education qualification. When I have spoken to students which are on my course they have said that university has been an eye opening experience and that they are so happy that they were able to compete such a high level of work in the such a relaxed and well ran university with lecturers who understand that we have other responsibilities as well as our university course. During my own personal learning environment, I have found my time in university fun and an exciting new challenge and chapter of my life. 
My own personal learning approach to adapting to university life has been to have good time keeping, this is important because I balance two part time jobs and also my university education. I set as side Sunday’s mainly for university work as I am working most other days. But when I am attending university lectures, I ensure that I am well equipped with writing materials and the technology equipment when required. I think that I am a hard-working student, I study hard always trying to get the best possible grade in all of my assignments.  
In my personal opinion I prefer classroom-based learning where I can sit in a class and have debates ask face to face questions and have other classroom discussions. In some modules in the second semester at university we were asked to participate in online learning this is a form of learning without any face to face contact from the tutor. But due to this Global pandemic which is currently on going all of our modules are online based and they are all based around forums which we all discuss certain topics and learn from each other’s experiences with the topic with some guidance and input from the lecturer themselves. 
Online learning is when you are supplied with a variety of resources to help aid your online learning from home. For those institutions that have made the transition to using 100% online resources, students can expect to study using a combination of cutting-edge technological resources with no need to travel to attend lectures, exams or in-person discussion sessions. –  (Education, 2020)
I personally have not got on well with having to change from the face to face lectures two days a week to having to participate in online learning, I have found it challenging in trying to use Google and other search engines to make some pieces of work make sense to me. During the forum about Collaborative learning I do have to agree with Student 1, SH – there feelings towards online learning were ‘I have always believed myself to be an individual learner, locking myself away with books to complete assignments I have always believed myself to be an individual learner, locking myself away with books to complete assignments.’ (Haseleham, 2020)
Within reason I do agree with Student 1 because I felt like my best way to complete work and assignments is too lock myself away with music on and just grind it out as I always felt that my individual learning ways were the best as I can find study partners distracting and I would tend to just sit there and chat instead of getting any work completed. 
I completely agree with Student 2 in the forum, SR has stated, ‘. It may sound odd, but I miss the weekly lectures within the university, and I find working alone from home a very lonely environment (That's probably exaugurated with self-isolation). I do not feel we have collaborated enough on our online weeks; it has been hard to engage in discussions like we normally would within a classroom environment’ (Rossiter, 2020) 
So, from reading through the forums on the Moodle page, I have found that some students seem to excel using the online learning facilities. But I have found as it gives me no routine to my learning, and I don’t have to be there at a certain time or duration. But other students on the forum have found it challenging as I do prefer sitting down face to face contact and writing pen to paper for information to be able to sink in properly. 
My Strengths & Weaknesses
I think throughout my digital learning experience that I have used a wide variety of YouTube Videos, online PDF journals, the University of Wales Trinity St David’s Moodle page module forums, Social media calls with students, Teams call with lecturers and also E-mails back and forth with lecturers. 
The strengths of my digital learning is that I have managed to use a wide variety of different sources and different styles of learning. Due to the current pandemic I am very proud of the amount of work and detail I have provided on the online learning facilities which the University has provided me with and considering I am a key worker I think this is strength as my work is not going to up to my normal standard as I am working a lot more hours than normal. 
Another strength is that I was not afraid to ask for help, my friends which I have made on the course all discuss our problems, and ask each other for help where we can and then also keep  the morale up for eachother as this can be a very lonely time to be working from home as well as many of my friends on the course are also home schooling their young children so I am proud that we have all reached out to be together. 
I also think that another strength is that although the approach of some websites may not of been the most academic I am happy that I have attempted my assignments under the current circumstances.
The weaknesses of my digital learning are, I wasn’t able to always take part in every forum or online lecture because of the current on going situation and with work this was sometimes difficult. 
Other weaknesses is that my friends and I may lose touch some weeks and then once we ask for help then it’s a massive catch up before we can get down to learning and helping each other.  This can waste time and learning hours. 
One of the main weaknesses of the digital learning program I find is that I need the face to face contact that is why I attend such a small University is because I can then ask all the questions with confidence and that I’m not just a number as I have found from my friends at other universities. So, if I was able to I would one hundred percent prefer to choose to have classroom lectures and to be able to sit down meetings when something doesn’t click, another part I miss is being able to sit down with pen and paper and being able to complete notes that I understand to be able to conduct a good, academically correct assignment. 
My Advice to Undergraduates 
I started looking at universities in 2017 when I finished my first year of College. Carmarthen was the first I visited, and I came here because it was the smallest, calmest and most welcoming. I love studying in University of Wales Trinity St David – Carmarthen Business School. I really like the size of the course there is 39 of us and usually we are half so we would be 20 people per group, this for me is the perfect size as this way I am able to feel more confident about asking questions and asking for help if I don’t understand some part of the assignment. This must be working for me as the grades I have are a lot better than my GCSE’s and BTEC Business grades, I think this is because I am enjoying the maturity of the course and the friendships I have built with students and lecturers.
The technology which is available to you on campus is amazing there are little quiet rooms in the library which you can use to study in, you can use the computers in any part of the university and also my one key piece of advice is don’t spend your student loan/grant on books use the library, or the online library this is the best part as this facility is free for you to use and you can even request books/journals you need and the library assistant will happily help you. 
To help you excel and understand everything which is going on in lessons it is crucial that you do the pre-work. This is something I have always done and made sure I kept on top of as due to the fast pace learning it gives you a heads up of what you’re going to be learning in the lesson and then you can ensure you can pre-prepare for any already burning questions. Make sure that you ask all the questions whether that is about work, deadlines or student support. 
In relation to student support, make sure that you visit student services they will be able to help you with all of the problems you may have whether that be money, enrolment or Student Finance Wales. Trust me, I have had all three of the problems and the ladies that helped me really are the kindest people. 
If I was to change anything about my time at University in my first year it would be to join a club to make friends that aren’t just on your course, and car share, because it honestly makes the journey more fun and you can talk about any problems. Go on every trip and experience which the university offer you, you will not regret it! I am really enjoying my first year in University of Wales Trinity St David Carmarthen Campus – Business School and if you join the business school here I’m sure you will too. 
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