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Translation, IV.406-418
But, fearful from the visions and unequal to the various terrors,
the king, sick though he is, trembling at the uncertain times,
consults the power and dark perceptions of
long-lived Tiresias. He proposes that the gods are brought forth by
no lavish slaughter of young bulls,
nor with flapping wings or, indeed, salted bowels,
nor the meandering Delphic oracle nor counting out the stars’ number,
nor incense whirling its smoke above the altar
however thoroughly as spirits are enticed at stern Death’s borders; 
and he prepares in advance the Lethean rites 
and the lord drowned at the border of the Ismenos and the sea and, 
with the mangled viscera of sacrificial animals and the keen odor of sulphur
and fresh herbs and long mumbling, he cleanses all around. 

Commentary, IV.473-487
473-487: Tiresias calls out to the spirits, in the first of two attempts to call them forth. This first address, marked by an emphasis on the powers of the underworld and Tiresias’ supplication to them, stands in contrast to the second, which relies on rhetorical questions that verge on browbeating the infernal powers. Here, however, Tiresias points up the vastness of death, the underworld, and the powers that reside there. 
473-4: formidabile…/… inexpletae: the kingdom of death is both terrifying and insatiable
474: saevissime fratrum: Pluto, characterized here as the most savage of his brothers, the others being Jupiter and Poseidon
477: solvite: with this plural imperative, Tiresias makes his first request: that Dis be opened to him
479: elicite: the second plural imperative that marks Tiresias’ second request: that the spirits be raised to speak with him. 
481-3: tu separe… / agat: Hecate (Persei, the daughter of Perses) and Mercury (Arcas, the Arcadian) lead a separate band of pious spirits back to Elysium – Tiresias has no business with them.
485-6: Tisiphone will lead out the criminals and those of Cadmus’ line with some of her characteristic attributes
487: Cerberus… detorqueat: with a jussive subjunctive, Tiresias prays that Cerberus should not prevent the spirits with whom he wishes to speak from quitting the underworld. 
