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Introduction:
The origin of the concept of ‘policing by consent’ can be traced to the 19th Century when the Metropolitan Police was established in 1829 by Sir Robert Peel. It is recognised that the Metropolitan Police was established on the principle of ‘policing by consent’. This paper seeks to examine the meaning and nature of ‘policing by consent’, its importance, and its effectiveness in modern-day policing services. A conclusion summarising the public expectation from a localised view will be made.

Historical Overview:
The 19th Century was characterised by significant population growth due to the industrial revolution. The most significant impact was in the London area; this necessitated a formalised system of ensuring law and order to ensure the protection of minors and other citizens. Sir Robert Peel was made the Home Secretary in 1822 and made formal moves to standardise the existing police force and make it a paid profession. The Metropolitan Act of 1829 was given royal assent on the 19th of June 1829. This Act allowed the Home Secretary to make direct arrangements for all policing needs in the capital – London. Lieutenant-Colonel Sir Charles Rowan and Sir Richard Mayne were officially the first Police Commissioners (the equivalent of this is the ‘Chief Constable’ in other areas of the UK). The Commissioners were tasked with providing legal expertise and a structure of discipline for the new police force. The Police were set up to be subtly embedded in society without the impression of military force in day-to-day public affairs. The plan was to operate by a consensus of public support hence the term ‘policing by consent’.

 Definition of Policing by Consent:
The government of the UK documents that the principle of ‘policing by consent’ referred to the long-standing Robert Peel’s 9 Principles of Policing (Peelian Principles).[footnoteRef:1] These principles are part of the General Instructions that were part of the new structure for police officers in 1892. The nine principles are strongly built around working with the public and the operation of the police with the approval of the general public, not a select few. It is a principle of policing based on cooperation with the public and not instilled in fear. Therefore, Policing by consent can be described as the power and strength of the police being derived from public consent (not individual).[footnoteRef:2] In line with this principle, the police today are working towards being viewed as a service as opposed to a force. In light of the various issues, riots, and other actions leading to a distrust of the police in the last century, it can be argued that there is yet a long way to go for the police to rebuild a reputation of transparency and gain the trust of the public as a service. To understand why this is so, one must have an overview of the importance of ‘policing by consent’ as it is in policing today. [1:  Definition of policing by consent (2022). Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/policing-by-consent/definition-of-policing-by-consent (Accessed: 7 November 2022).]  [2:  Ibid] 


Importance of ‘policing by consent’
The term consent[footnoteRef:3] is linked to democracy, it can be explained as an agreement or permission to allow something to happen. It is also synonymous with other words like assent, acceptance, and agreement. As explained earlier, the consent given to the police should be from the Public (not individuals as Individuals cannot refuse a right to be policed).[footnoteRef:4]  [3:  Meaning of consent in English (2022). Available at: https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/consent (Accessed: 7 November 2022).]  [4:  Supra note 1] 

[bookmark: a3]It is established according to a definition by the Statement of Common Purpose from the police service that “The purpose of the police service is to uphold the law fairly and firmly; to prevent crime; to pursue and bring to justice those who break the law, and to keep the Queen's Peace; to protect, help and reassure the community; and to be seen to do all this with integrity, common sense and sound judgement.”[footnoteRef:5] Whilst this is a very good purpose and the structure of the police is built to last, the reality is the number of police officers remains low in comparison with the population in any given area of the UK. According to recent government data, there are about 142,759 officers in 43 territorial police forces in Wales and England.[footnoteRef:6] This is very minimal in comparison with the population in the area of almost 60million people.[footnoteRef:7] To effectively carry out their role, the police need the cooperation of the public to give them the power they need to effectively carry out their roles and responsibilities in a society where the population overwhelmingly outnumbers the officers.  [5:  House of Commons - Home Affairs - Seventh Report (2022). Available at: https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmselect/cmhaff/364/36406.htm (Accessed: 7 November 2022); The Role and Responsibilities of the Police (The report of an independent inquiry established by the Police Foundation and the Policy Studies Institute, London) (1996). Available at: https://www.police-foundation.org.uk/2017/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/roles_and_resp.pdf (Accessed: 7 November 2022 ).]  [6:  Police officer uplift, quarterly update to June 2022 (2022). Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/police-officer-uplift-quarterly-update-to-june-2022/police-officer-uplift-quarterly-update-to-june-2022 (Accessed: 7 November 2022).]  [7:  Population and household estimates, England and Wales: Census 2021, unrounded data (2022). Available at: https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationestimates/bulletins/populationandhouseholdestimatesenglandandwales/latest (Accessed: 7 November 2022).] 


To ensure the police gain the trust and consensus of the public, the public must be made to understand that the police are part of the public and the public is also part of the police structure of success.[footnoteRef:8] The police in wielding their powers need to appeal to the morality and rationality of the people in a fair and just manner. The public, made up of the people is more likely to cooperate with a service that demonstrates respect for their voices, fairness, justice, and their moral identity. While there is a wide acceptance of the current policing structure in the UK by the public, there have been criticisms by various groups that imply the police have often negated the foundational principle of ‘policing by consent’ and resorted to the use of force and discrimination in carrying out their roles and responsibilities.  [8:  Hopkinson v. Police [2004] 3 NZLR 704] 


Recent complaints of the principle of ‘policing by consent’ being negated in the UK
There have been riots in the London area in the past, and most recently, the Black Lives Matter protests across the globe also making an impact in the UK. The common trigger to this unrest being the actions of police officers leading to historic accusations of institutional racism, police brutality, discrimination, and distrust of the police by the public. For instance, there is particularly long-standing fear and as a result disengagement from the BAME (Black, Asian, and Minority Ethnic) community in the UK with the police. It is alleged that the police do not understand and represent the background of the people they are supposed to be serving hence leading to police actions deemed as unfair, unjust, and in some cases without the duty of care that should be shown by the police in their duties.[footnoteRef:9] In the course of such gaps and the delay in having an effective solution to win the trust of the public, lives have been lost, businesses have also lost resources and/or investments, in the long run, this impacts the economy as a whole. There is currently an active drive to recruit officers to make up for the short-staffed service, but there is a firm and unresolved history with these accusations that make it almost impossible to penetrate a part of the public to gain support, cooperation, and also recruits to the service. These show that there is a recognised issue with the implementation of ‘policing by consent’ today. However, that is not to say the public does not want the police. It can be observed that in the UK, despite cries to defund the police and violence towards the police, such incidents are becoming far fewer in-between compared with the statistics from the early 80s. The impact of social media and prompt public response to situations has also brought a new dimension to the impact and effectiveness of this principle.  [9:  Freddie Hopkinson ‘Policing by consent’ in contemporary Britain (2016). Available at: https://cherwell.org/2016/01/06/policing-by-consent-in-contemporary-britain/ (Accessed: 7 November 2022).] 


Conclusion
‘Policing by Consent’ still exists in the UK though faced with multiple challenges and barriers that can eventually be minimised/eliminated. The Police can rebuild trust and confidence[footnoteRef:10] by actively recruiting to be more culturally diverse in areas where there is a need for such ethnic and geographical representation to appeal to the relatability of the people they safeguard. Also, there should be more awareness and training given to new recruits to reinforce the foundational policing principles – the Peelian principles; also training in line with the changing population demographics in the UK. [10:  College of Policing Professional standards (2022). Available at: https://www.college.police.uk/app/professional-standards (Accessed: 7 November 2022); College of Policing Code of Ethics (2014). Available at: https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2021-02/code_of_ethics.pdf (Accessed: 7 November 2022).; 9781474109048] 



References:
Code of ethics: A code of practice for the principles and standards of professional behaviour for the policing profession of England and Wales (2014). London, UK: HM Government. Available at: https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2021-02/code_of_ethics.pdf (Accessed: 7 November 2022)
College of Policing Professional standards (2022). Available at: https://www.college.police.uk/app/professional-standards (Accessed: 7 November 2022)
Definition of policing by consent (2022). Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/policing-by-consent/definition-of-policing-by-consent (Accessed: 7 November 2022)

Freddie Hopkinson ‘Policing by consent’ in contemporary Britain (2016). Available at: https://cherwell.org/2016/01/06/policing-by-consent-in-contemporary-britain/ (Accessed: 7 November 2022)

House of Commons - Home Affairs - Seventh Report (2022). Available at: https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmselect/cmhaff/364/36406.htm (Accessed: 7 November 2022)

Kathryn Costello., Industrial Revolution Available from: <https://web.archive.org/web/20090501202603/http://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/time/victorian/vindust.html>. [November 06, 2022]

Meaning of consent in English (2022). Available at: https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/consent (Accessed: 7 November 2022)
Moore, T. (2021) Rowan and Mayne: A biography of the first London police commissioners. London, England: Blue Lamp Books, an imprint of Mango Books Ltd. 
[bookmark: note4]Police Foundation/Policy Studies Institute, The Role and Responsibilities of the Police, 1996, p xiii; HC Deb, 9 June 2008, cols 83W-86W 

Police officer uplift, quarterly update to June 2022 (2022). Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/police-officer-uplift-quarterly-update-to-june-2022/police-officer-uplift-quarterly-update-to-june-2022 (Accessed: 7 November 2022).

Population and household estimates, England and Wales: Census 2021, unrounded data (2022). Available at: https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationestimates/bulletins/populationandhouseholdestimatesenglandandwales/latest (Accessed: 7 November 2022)

[bookmark: note3]T. Newburn, (2003) "Policing since 1945", in T. Newburn (ed.), Handbook of Policing, Cullompton: Willan

The Government Department. n.d., Police Reform Act 2002. Available from: <https://archive.ph/20120805225723/http://www.statutelaw.gov.uk/content.aspx?LegType=all+primary&PageNumber=11&NavFrom=2&parentActiveTextDocId=112639&ActiveTextDocId=112766&filesize=774>. [November 06, 2022].

The Role and Responsibilities of the Police (The report of an independent inquiry established by the Police Foundation and the Policy Studies Institute, London) (1996). Available at: https://www.police-foundation.org.uk/2017/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/roles_and_resp.pdf (Accessed: 7 November 2022 ).
