Assignment 2
Learner name: Rhys Minett
Learner’s University Registration Number: 2222760



























Essay 1 - 1. How can community policing and community engagement help to prevent terrorism and support counter-terrorism policing? 

Terrorism refers to the use or threat of violence by individuals or groups to exert influence over governments or to instil fear among the public for a variety of reason such as political, religious, racial, or even ideological motives. This can involve inflicting violence towards people or property, posing risks to lives and individuals’ safety or disrupting electrical systems (CPS, 2020). Given the diverse methods used to commit terrorism, there is a requirement for varied strategies to combat them. Neighbourhood policing with a strong emphasis on high visibility presence and community engagement is one such approach of many that is utilised by police forces across the UK. This essay will look into the various strategies used by UK police forces to help prevent and combat terrorism and examine the importance of community engagement supporting counter terrorism efforts.
Neighbourhood policing refers to the concise efforts of police officers, police staff and police community support officers (PCSOs) that support, and are dedicated to enhancing safety, trust, and security within the local communities they work. The approach of these officers is centred around establishing connections and trust with community members whilst working collaboratively with community groups and other relevant sectors. By engaging in joint problem-solving initiatives and targeted policing, this allows the neighbourhood teams to address the unique challenges each community faces (Stephens, 2021). At the forefront of high visibility policing, it can be a valuable resource in both identifying and deterring the threat of terrorism.
Building trust between the police and the communities it serves, is crucial for effective and efficient enforcement of the law. Trust between both parties allows for greater crime reporting, information gathering and enhanced community engagement in the prevention of crime, additionally it provides the public with a sense of safety and promotes for cohesion within the community (Harding, 2022). For police to establish trust with the community, there should be a strong focus on transparency, accountability and an appropriate response to the concerns raised (Brown et al, 2023). 
The United Kingdom treats terrorism very seriously. In 2003, the UK government initiated the CONTEST strategy, aimed at addressing terrorism comprehensively. This campaign that was introduced as apart of Counter Terrorism Policing, encompasses four key phases which are: Preventing: to stop people becoming terrorists or supporting terrorism, Pursuing: to stop terrorist attacks, Protect: by strengthening our protection against terrorism, and Preparing to mitigate the impact of any terrorist attacks (Home Office, 2018).  Since the launch of CONTEST, it has undergone several evaluations Matt Jukes (2022), in his role as the head of Counter Terrorism Policing stated, ‘’it is vital that any future strategy reflects these learnings and also look forward to the collaborations we will need in the future to keep people safe”. Jukes’ comments indicate a flexible approach towards tackling terrorism within the UK.
The implementation of the CONTEST campaign in Wales receives support through Wales Extremism and Counter Terrorism Unit (WECTU). Established in 2006, WECTU aims to work more effectively in its response to the threats posed by both national and international terrorism and extremism (Wales Safer Communities, N.D). Further research finds that the Gwent Police and Crime Commissioner (2024) states ‘’It seeks to keep the people of Gwent safer by building confidence and trust in our communities by working with the public and partners to identify, target and disrupt terrorists and extremists.’’

Community collaboration is significantly highlighted in the ‘Prevent’ phase of the CONTEST campaign, particularly in response to counter-terrorism efforts as it is “built on an approach that unites the public and private sectors, communities, citizens and overseas partners around the single purpose to leave no safe space for terrorists to recruit or act” (Home Office, 2018 (2)). With its primary focus on preventing vulnerable individuals from being radicalised, this approach acknowledges the requirement for collaborative working with partner agencies which can include education, housing, and health services especially in cases where referrals to Prevent do not necessitate police involvement. This collaborative effort is reinforced by Counter Terrorism Policing (2024) who state, “UK Policing has a proud history of community engagement, and the success of Counter Terrorism Policing, just like other areas of policing - relies on the trust - confidence and support of all communities”.

In UK counter-terrorism policing, a significant tactic that is used throughout the UK is encouraging communities to recognise if an individual at risk of being radicalised and to report the concerns to the police, either through online channels or to their community police teams in person. This proactive approach aims to divert individuals from the path of potential terrorism, this approach is encouraged by ACT (Action Counters Terrorism) campaign. Launched in 2017, This campaign acts as a platform to promote public engagement between communities and the police, by promptly reporting any concerns or suspicious activity that may be associated with terrorism (Police Scotland, 2024). Police Scotland (2024) additionally state that, ‘’This is a platform which brings together counter-terrorism campaigns to warn, inform and reassure the public. Cooperation between the public and the police is the best way of tackling terrorism.’’

Prevention then leads into ‘Pursue’ phase within the CONTEST campaign. Pursue involves the focus on detection, disruption, and prosecution of terrorism threats. Additionally, this phase involves strategic information and intelligence gathering and surveillance operations, along with many other covert tactics used to identify and apprehend individuals or groups of interest that are involved with terrorism activities, before the plan is carried out. The UK counter-terrorism policing CONTEST strategy (1) (2023) states that ‘’ In the UK, Counter Terrorism Policing, MI5, and the wider intelligence community work closely and collaboratively using a range of capabilities to investigate, detect and disrupt terrorist activity working alongside the criminal justice system and other vital parts of the Pursue system such as local and devolved functions.’’

outlined in the CONTEST strategy, it finds that in 2023, Counter Terrorism Policing conducted approximately 800 investigations simultaneously with high threat levels to each investigation (2). Throughout the year 2022, there were 169 arrests made in connect with individuals who are involved with terrorism activity. Additionally, within the same timeframe, 232 individuals were held in custody for terrorism related offences within the UK. Evidently there has been great disruption of terrorist activities, ‘’MI5 and the police have disrupted 39 late-stage attack plots from 2017 to July 2023.’’Furthermore, there have been strong, measures implemented against terrorism organisations such as financial restrictions, activity disruption and bans from entering the UK (HM Government, 2023).

The Pursue phase has been prevalent within the South Wales communities, in an article conducted by the BBC, found that more than 250 people in Wales were investigated for links to extremism in the year 2020, it finds that just under half are 20 years old or younger. The BBC mention that the sort of things that have been flagged up can include comments that involving extremism, the sharing of explicit terror related material and a change of attitude towards pupils from different backgrounds (Lewis, 2020).

Furthermore, There are many terrors related incidents that links into the pursue phase of the CONTEST campaign, that have showed evident in South Wales but the threat was apprehended by the WECTU thanks to the information and intelligence that was provided by the communities, for example In 2010, Three aspiring terrorists who were brothers, were apprehended by police after their plan to bomb the London Stock exchange and carry out a ‘’Mumbai-style’’ attack on the streets of Roath Park, Cardiff. The brothers were jailed for a total of 40 years. Additionally, in 2012 a sister of the brothers linked to the previously mentioned incident was jailed after police found terrorist material on her phone. Again in 2012, a Cardiff resident with Jihadist affiliations, applied to work in the Millenium stadium during the Olympic games, he was intercepted by police who had found a ‘Terrorist manual’ with the title ’39 Ways To Serve And Proceed In Jihad,’’ stored on an external hard drive (Malone et al, 2013). These incidents highlight the critical role played by the police and other partner agencies in safeguarding communities by disrupting potential terrorists before their plan is carried out, contributing significantly to improving national security and public safety.

The Pursue phase transitions into Protect, further emphasising the importance of community engagement and coloration with neighbourhood policing teams. The Metropolitan Police Service (2024) address the need for community participation inline with this phase, they state ‘’communities defeat terrorism, and policing need the help and support of individuals, businesses, and communities across the UK to remain alert and maintain safety and security of those places where they live, work, and socialise”. Outlined in the CONTEST campaign (2023), some of the objectives from this strand includes ‘’reduce the physical risk to people as they go about their lives, reduce the vulnerability of public venues, transport, and our Critical National Infrastructure, reduce the ability of terrorists to access and use materials and technology of concern’’ and to ‘’identify and manage individuals and goods of terrorist concern through the migration and border system.’’

Enhancing protection can be further encouraged through the implementation of high visibility policing strategies within communities. An initiative that was introduced called Project Servator. This is a policing tactic, designed to disrupt various criminal activities with a strong aim focus being on terrorism, which is instilling confidence throughout the public, it relies on collaboration between police, other partner agencies and its communities to establish a network of vigilance. Past success of this project demonstrates its efficiency in gathering crucial intelligence in assisting counter terrorism within the UK (NPSA, 2023). The presence of high visibility officers patrolling neighbourhoods and town centres to show as a denial to potential terrorists on planning attacks, and the community reporting any suspicious behaviour is a key component in the battle against terrorism.

Lastly is the Prepare phase, this is where the preparation is instilled in our response to terror attacks. Additionally, with a strong focus on enhancing resilience of individuals and communities, allowing an enhanced infrastructure to mitigate the impact of potential terror attacks. In relation the Prepare, the CTP (2024) state that ‘’If the worst happens, we want to respond as quickly and efficiently as possible. To help us prepare for attacks, we regularly test our methods by holding exercises.’’ In the preparation for a potential terrorist attack, it is vital that emergency services are prepared, equipped and work in conjunction with one another to achieve the best possible outcome for those involved. In 2023, police, fire service and ambulance have taken part in a terrorism related major incident exercise testing the preparedness of each emergency service in collaboration with Counter Terrorism Policing. 
CTPHQ National Coordinator for Protect & Prepare, Chief Superintendent Helen Williams, mentioned that:

“Exercising provides a great opportunity for us to test our response alongside our colleagues in a safe environment. These exercises happen regularly all over the UK as part of the national testing and exercising programme ensuring we are always prepared should an attack happen.”
                                                                                                                   
                                                                                                           (CTP, 2023).
Nevertheless, despite the admirable objectives of the CONTEST strategy, there are lingering concerns raised. Shown in an article conducted by Institute of Race Relations (2020), it finds that numerous referrals to the Prevent program result in no action being taken. Between 2007 and 2014, 80% of the referrals were dismissed This is a persistent trend showing that in March 2019, 5,738 referrals to prevent, 58% did not show any ideological concerns following the initial assessment. Furthermore, only 10% of the overall figure underwent specialist interventions regarding radicalisations concerns. These stats highlight a false positive rate of 90% for the scheme. Similarly in 2019, statistics indicate that 24% of referrals were associated with Islamist radicalisation. The high rate on negatively resulted reports have been interpreted by many as suggesting that referrals are frequently influenced by racial stereotyping and prejudice, rather than genuine evidence of extremist views.
Many have seen this as indicative of the fact that referrals are often made based on racial stereotyping and prejudice, rather than genuine evidence of extreme views (IRR.ORG, 2020).

Community policing and engagement plays a crucial role in preventing and deterring terrorism by supporting counter terrorism policing efforts. Using communication, trust, and the effective use of collaborative working between partner agencies and local communities, this can assist with identifying and addressing potential threats before escalating.  By police building strong relationships with the community enables the increased reporting, the gathering information and intelligence, identifying suspicious activity and disrupting terrorist networks. Community engagement initiatives promote public awareness and education in the signs of radicalisation and the importance of reporting such behaviours. Overall, the relationship between the police and community serves as essential pillars in the overall efforts directed at countering terrorism, promoting proactive measures ensuring resilience within the communities to combat the threat of terrorism.
























Essay 2 - 4. Why might certain groups within society be reluctant to engage with police? How effective have current or recent neighbourhood policing strategies been as a means of improving community engagement? Your answer must be based on academic research, although you may make reference to relevant case studies.

Answer-
Introduction
A positive relationship between police and the communities it serves is essential for effective law enforcement and policing by consent. However, there have been multiple factors which has led certain groups within society to be hesitant on engaging with police or may have a negative view upon policing. Previous incidents involving misconduct, racism, cultural differences, and economics have all played a significant role in hindering trust between the community and police (Hanway et all, 2023). This essay aims to explore the reasons why this reluctancy exists within certain groups, additionally the examination of key events that occurred in previous years that have had a significant negative impact towards police, harming the relationship. Furthermore, it will look at the effectiveness of neighbourhood policing strategies to increase community engagement and trustworthiness of the communities. This essay seeks to evaluate the importance of trust, engagement, and cohesion, has on policing, and suggest practical ways to enhance these important values.
There have been several Signiant events that have damaged to perceptions of police within the UK, often resulting in distrust and reluctancy to engage. One key event that occurred in April 1993 was the murder of Stephen Lawrence that dramatically shaped policing. Stephen was murdered in a racially motivated attack whilst waiting for a bus, this stands as one of the most notorious police failures in the history of UK policing (Crime and Investigation, 2024). Despite there being substantial evidence and witnesses on scene, the initial police investigation was said to be non-existent due to racism. The metropolitan polices handling of the investigation provoked outrage within the black community and led countless accusations of an institutionally racist police force (Simone, 2023). The efforts of the Lawrence family request for justice resulted in an enquiry taking place named the ‘Stephen Lawrence Inquiry’, which was led by Sir William Macpherson. It revealed many of the Met Police’ shortcomings, Labelling the Met police to be institutionally racist. The report highlighted 70 recommendations aimed to reform police practises which included increased diversity training, stop and search procedures and police accountability (UK Parliament. (2021). This had a severe hinderance on the relationship between the police and the entire communities around the UK, in particular BAME groups. The failure of the investigation caused a lack of trust, confidence in policing, Unwillingness to engage with police, and the title of the Met being institutionally racist, further deepened this mistrust (Shaw, 2019).
Regardless of the age category within society, social media has a mass impact on how the police are perceived in society. The media announces police corruption, and it allows society to have an opinion of the police. For example, the Wayne Couzen case has caused society to become reluctant in engaging to police. Sky News (2022) announced following the murder of Sarah Everad who was killed by a serving police officer, that thousands of corrupt officers may be in police after vetting failures. Despite the independent office for police conduct investigating the police, the media will still paint the police in a bad light, and this is to be considered to why people in society are reluctant to engage with police purely because they do not trust the police because of what can be posted in the media. 
Stats show that 27% of officers were referred to a miscount hearing (266 of the 972 officers) Out of the 26 officers the gross misconduct was found proven for 207 officers. Despite officers being investigated, society have their opinion and regardless of the good news that is shared about police in relation to successful criminal justice stories the public are still reluctant to engage with police (Gov UK, 2024).
However, according to National Police Chief’s Council (2014) social media is a modern part of life but can be used as a powerful tool that support crime reduction and detection. Police forces across the United Kingdom have started using social media to engage with society by posting community engagements and sharing videos of specialised units such as roads policing, dog units and neighbourhood. This puts the police in good light, and it is used to allow social media users to engage with police and to give the opportunity for members of the public to see what their local police officers are doing. According to National Police Chief’s Council (2014) social media is a modern part of life but can be used as a powerful tool that support crime reduction and detection. 

Mark duggan
Unfortunately, this has not been the only high-profile incident which has brought scrutiny and concerns to the way police deal with incidents involving ethnic minorities, for example in August 2011, there was the shooting of Mark Duggan, which had a significant impact on the relationship between the police and the public in the UK. Police fatally shot Duggan during an operation in London. Officers reported that Duggan shot at them with a handgun, however this was later proven to be false. The fact that Police released incorrect information in relation to the shooting of Duggan, provoked anger within black and other communities. This escalated into wide scale riots across the country, causing a significant divide between the Police and minority groups (Dodd, 2014). 
Dalian Atkinson
Additionally, a further incident occurred in August 2016 where former professional footballer, Dalian Atkinson died after being arrested by police following a mental health crisis. The incident involved Atkinson being tasered by police over a prolonged period, before being struck to the legs with a police baton and kicked in the head multiple times by the arresting officer. As a result, Atkinson went into cardiac arrest and did not survive despite efforts from ambulance staff. The death of Atkinson sparked further outrage with how police deal with ethnic minority subjects and those in a mental health crisis. It caused policies and police training to be reviewed and changed to be fit for purpose. The police officer involved was later sentenced to eight years imprisonment (Russell, 2021).
George ffloyd
In more recent times, was the infamous killing of a black American male, George Floyd in 2020. Floyd was killed following a police officer kneeling on his neck for over nine minutes despite pleading he couldn’t breathe, following him being arrested in Minneapolis, United States. This incident was the catalyst for the Black Lives Matter movement that spread worldwide, protesting police brutality and systemic racism towards the black community, whilst calling for police to be held more accountable. This led to profound changes happening within policing practices worldwide (Silva, 2022).
Effect of those incidents
The mention high profile incidents have evidently eroded the willingness of certain groups ability to engage with police. The excessive use of force and perception of the police being institutionally racist not only fuelled public opinions but also amplified long term concerns around accountability and transparency of the police force from a international standpoint (Drakulich et al, 2023). As a result of this, many individuals, especially the black community, view interactions with the police as a dangerous and fear being put in harm’s way, this narrative us leading to widespread reluctance to engage with Police (House, 2021).
Why is it important the public trust and engage with us
It is extremely important for the public to engage and have a good relationship with the police, this cooperation underpins effective policing and safety within the community. In 1829, the founder of policing in the UK, Sir Robert Peel, stated in his 9 Principles of Policing (2012), ‘’The police are the public and that the public are the police’’, This statement indicates the very idea for proper law enforcement relies on mutual respect and collaboration between the community and police. There are many factors as to why trust and engagement between the two is Indispensable, such as on assisting the police with evidence for criminal investigations, enhancing the policies’ ability to deter and solve crime. Statistics reveal that there was a 8% decline in the trust of police from 2022 to 2023 and from 2020 to 2023, 15% of people on average lost confidence in the Police (Tudor, 2023). Mentioned within a UK parliament post, Brown defines trust within the police as:
‘’People are more likely to trust the police if they have positive evaluations and expectations of the fairness, effectiveness, and integrity of the police. Confidence in the police represents a generalised support of the police, or the degree to which trust is systematically shown to be warranted.’’
								(Richard Brown et al, 2023(2)).

Neighbourhood policing teams within UK forces are actively participating in several initiatives that promote the community, through trust building, communication, public cooperations and engagement. The key priority of these neighbourhood teams involves officers regularly patrolling crime hot spots, patrols in busy areas of the community, to develop a rapport with the community members. In 2002, the Police Reform Act (2002), introduced the role of Police Community Support Officers to provide a visible and approachable presence throughout the community. PCSO’s have the power to deal with minor offences and to make regular Police constables free to deal with more serious offences As well as dealing with minor offences, PCSO’s were predominantly introduced to bridge the gap between and become the link between the Police and the public. Engagement between the Police and the public is essential in order to build public confidence and trust and PCSOs play a major part in this. There are many strategies that neighbourhood policing teams use to build further trust with the community which allows for improved engagement, this can include policing surgeries held by PCSO’s and other partner agencies, high visibility patrols in the local area and engagement via social media. In addition, neighbourhood teams hold community meetings face to face, this provides a beneficial way for members of the community to talk to police staff allowing them to voice any concerns, provide valuable information and suggest any areas for improvement. This demonstrates to the public that the Police are invested in listening to the issues that are impacting them and have their best interest in mind, whilst allowing a joint approach to solving problems. Feeling involved in the resolving of their problems, will assist in making the public feel valued and listened to. This, therefore, creates a stronger rapport with members of the community to deeply enhance the relationship between police and the public in which they serve (Cosgrove and Ramshaw, 2013). A further method of community engagement the neighbourhood teams use is attending schools to speak with pupils by educating them on crimes and antisocial behaviour, aiming to prevent children from participating in such offences. 
Whilst there are many benefits for these initiatives, they also present several challenges and limitations. A significant issue is the limitation that surrounds in person meetings is the potential for certain demographics of people attending, causing community concerns to be raised and the information sharing not to be brought to light, alternatively a way of countering this is the use of social media, statistics reveal that 82% use social media consisting of 56.2 million people this allows information to be received by a wider range of communitys,	
In conclusion certain groups within society tend to refuse to engage with police due to historical, personal experiences and discrimination. Using social media to engage with the public will be a positive outlook and hopefully using modern strategies to engage with local communities will allow the trust and grow between the police and community. 



Why is it important the public trust and engage with us
-use academic research to support points, highlighting specific practises such as, patrol methods high vis foot patrols, use of social media to engage, policing surgerys, what neagtives of these such as social media not being accessible to everyone, covering all demographics by these methods
-Include case studies
-provide examples of how these practises have harmed or helped community relations
Discuss both positive and negative impacts, referencing relevant data and research findings. 
Mention about the PCSO role and use references, how they bridge the gap between public and police Mention peelian principles and how the police are people etc, and why the community relationship is important – how public confidence is important and what rob reel said


3. evaluation of neighbourhood policing strategies
-Overview of neighbourhood policing
-describe principals and objectives of neighbourhood policing strategies 
-effectiveness in fostering community cohesion 
-use academic research to discuss successes and failures of these strategies
-Include examples of effective neighbourhood policing initiatives 
-analyse specific programs and their outcomes on community engagement 

4. Principles of effective community engagement 
-identify and explain the key principles of effective community engagement (e.g. transparency, accountability, inclusivity) 
-Discuss how these principles an be applied to improve police-community relations. 
-reference academic literature that supports these principles 
-Recommendations
-provide practical recommendations for improving community engagement based on these principals 
-suggest changes to current practices or new initiatives 

Conclusion 
-Summarise main points
-Recap the reasons for reluctance to engage with police 
-summarise the effectiveness of neighbourhood policing strategies
-final thoughts 
Conclude with reflections on the future of community engagement 
-emphasize the importance of ongoing research and adaptation of policing practices to community needs
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