[bookmark: _GoBack]Total War in Ancient Greece

Many modern military historians publish works concerning the conflicts 19th and 20th centuries under titles such as the ‘age of total war’ or the road to total war, which reveals their implicit assumption about the phenomenon of total war as a modern phenomenon. These works often cite the start date of their enquiries with the emergence of national identities and the rising use of industrialised economies that enabled a much greater utilisation of the state’s resources than in the immediate period before. 
However, the  Oxford dictionary defines Total War as "war that is unrestricted in terms of the weapons used, the territory or combatants involved, or the objectives pursued, especially one in which the laws of war are disregarded. "[footnoteRef:1]  In addition the Encyclopaedia Britannica  defines Total War as ‘a military conflict in which the contenders are  willing to make any sacrifice in lives and other resources to obtain a complete victory’. [footnoteRef:2]It goes on to say that such wars are often fought as contests of ideology and that limitation sin its scope have been more economic and social than political.[footnoteRef:3]	Comment by Administrator: Complete reference [1:  Oxford University Press, 2001 ]  [2:  Gorlitz, 2018]  [3:  Gorlitz, 2018] 

Furthermore, given the comparatively small size of the SLE’s involved in Peloponnesian war, and what we can assess about the strategies of Athens and Sparta from Thucydides, I intend to argue the fact that the pre-industrial society of Athens was able to, and did in fact practise at least a form Total War. 
The main thrust of my argument is that whilst the great Peloponnesian war has been evaluated and re-evaluated many times by scholars of the classical world, modern historical scholars have neglected to realize the conflict, and in particular Thucydides narrative of the conflict when analysed through the lens of total war, and that the Great Peloponnesian War, as well as other conflicts depicted in ancient Greek historical sources, shows that the total war phenomenon, far from a modern construction, was practised, and perhaps even understood by the classical Greek elite.	Comment by Administrator: The Thucydidian narrative, reference fully
Such an examination is I feel very necessary as for some scholars and the general public the phrase Total War has come to define the difference between warfare since the industrial revolution, and the conflicts prior to that. I feel that if indeed the Peloponnesian war can be shown to be an ancient example of total war, it can potentially allow us to ascertain the circumstances that cause states to engage in total war, and may in fact open the door to a wider testing of the term total war by comparing its theoretical meaning to the practicalities of many historical conflicts, which will finally prove how useful the term is to scholars. In short, I intend to show through this work that total war was the norm in at least ancient Athens and perhaps, all of ancient Greece.
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