



This assignment will address what the Macpherson Report is, detailing all the important findings as well as the public reaction and response to the release of the Macpherson report. According to UK Parliament (2019) The MacPherson report is a report that outlines the matters surrounding the death of Stephen Lawrence. This helps the police understand where they failed to deal with this overall murder, and this helps keep the public informed of the police’s action during the murder of Stephen Lawrence even if these are actions that are deemed incompetent. The MacPherson report highlighted a lack of command and organisation for the police. (Innes, M, 1999). This suggests that nobody dealing with the murder of Stephen Lawrence had any proper understanding of what went on and acted on racist thoughts and made up what was going on. This also suggests that the higher ups within the police service failed to question their officers' motives and action which suggests that the whole police force was racist.
The Macpherson Report made over 70 Recommendations for the police to take action on. 3 of the recommendations that this assignment will look at are new stop and search powers, Education and new definition of a Racist Incident. Before the introduction of the Macpherson report, officers could stop and search any member of the public and would not be required to make any record of the stop. Macpherson made a recommendation that all stop, and searches completed by the police must now be recorded within police system and a copy must be given to the suspect being searched so there is proof a search has taken place. (Matthews, R, Young, J 2003). This also would help the police identify if any officers are stop and searching people unethically as the officers would have to record the reason for detaining and searching the suspect. Another recommendation made by Macpherson in this report was that the police and schools need to better education the society to be better and become active, informed, tolerant and responsible citizens. (Robinson, I, Robinson, J, 2006). School need to actively teach children what the acceptable behaviour is within society such as treating everybody the same regardless of race or ethnicity. The police also need to take this recommendation on board as the police needed to better educate new staff into what is acceptable and what isn't so a scenario like this doesn’t happen again. The police also need to make new mandatory training for existing staff so they can be educated on the matter as they would be part of the contribution to this happening. The final recommendation covered is the new definition of a racist incident. Following the report, the home office changed the definition of a racist incident. “A racist incident is any incident which is perceived to be racist by the victim or any other person.” (Dothill Primary School, 2019) It is also important to cover that every incident of racism must be recorded even if it cannot be considered a crime. This helps the police with statistics as they would be able to gather information about what type of racism is occurring and where is the happening the most.
After the Macpherson report was issued the public reaction was anger. According to (The Conversation, 2018) the public instantly had a massive loss of confidence in how the police deal with crime and situations especially cases ethnic minorities. This ultimately led to years after the murder of Stephen Lawrence where the public did not trust the police in dealing with any crime that goes on into the community. This causes a massive issue as crime is taken place and the community are not communicating with the police which causes an issue with crime dealing. The media has a massive impact on the Stephen Lawrence murder. According to Cathcart, B (2017) “The Mail's famous front-page naming five men as the murderers”. This can cause more of a disconnect between the public and the police as the police would ask question as to why the police could not investigate effectively to know who these 5 men are and how do the media know. It also suggests how the media can greatly impact the case and how people personally perceive everything during the case. “The nature of the newspapers’ response to the publication of the Macpherson report seemed to mark a shift in media discourses around race and social justice” (Neal, S, 2009).  This suggests that the perception of the media during this case change massively, this suggests that the newspapers and social media will also talk about race and racial issues with more intent. This also suggests that media will now report on anything that can be seen as controversial or anything that shines a disadvantage on society. This then would cause people with an ethnic background to constantly be in the media which can have both positives and negatives.
One of the major actions taken by the public after the release of the Macpherson report was to immediately demand that the police service have a major reform of how they police deal with situations and also look at the overall powers and policies that the police must follow. This is according to (Hall, N, Grieve, J, Savage, S, 2009). This case helped to highlight all the reforms that were being considered by the police but had not been implemented until the murder of Stephen Lawrence. This also suggests that the police need to constantly change how it approaches crimes and need to constantly evolve to match the current climate and society. One of the major goals that the Police Committee wants is to have more ethnic minorities and workforce that is more representative of society. The goal of this is to achieve this by 2030 (College of Policing, 2023). This is put about by the recommendations made in the Macpherson report and the police have seen that they have not made the significant progress highlighted in the report, so they need to improve this by 2030.
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