Essay one: How might the Code of Ethics help to reduce incidences of professional misconduct and increase public confidence in the police? 
This essay will be discussing how the Code of Ethics helps to increase the public confidence with the police force to reduce incidents of professional misconduct. The College of Policing (N.D) states that The Code of Ethics (COE) are “exemplary standards of behaviour” in which police officers need to adhere too. Furthermore, The College of Policing also state that the COE provides officers with a “supportive, positive and everyday decision-making framework”. Additionally, the College of Policing (2014) also states that the objective of misconduct is to maintain the confidence of the public in the police and to maintain the reputation. 
HOME OFFICE (2014) states the COE helps to reduce the incidents of professional misconduct and increase the public confidence in the police, for this to happen police officers will have to adhere to the standards of behaviour. Bradford (2007), who wrote a report on “Public Encounters with Police”, states that the COE plays a significant role to increasing public confidence. Bradford (2007) then goes onto state that police officers are primarily in the heart of societies daily and that police officers need to be able to have standards of behaviour that would benefit the public. Bradford also states there have been studies related to public confidence in the police and shows that there is an increase in confidence from encounters with police upon when police officers have demonstrated good communication from police to members of the public, fairness and equality and visibility. Bradford goes onto state that when the public have had encounters with the police officers and the officers have demonstrated these attributes then the public confidence has increased, and the fear of crime has decreased.
Unfortunately, there are many instances where police have used their position of trust to exploit and use their police powers to commit public protection offences as evidenced by Independent Office for Police Conduct (2023). The Independent Office for Police Conduct states that “officer who sent inappropriate messages to a victim of crime, despite previously being warned not to, has been placed on the barred list following an investigation” so not only has a police officer gone against the COE and been warned of committing a misconduct offence, but the same police officer has also done this yet again after being warned. This shows that there are some police officers who do not adhere to the COE and have committed COE breaches against members of the public who became victims to a police officer.
The IOPC is the independent officer or police conduct, and they investigate reports/allegations of incidents where officer have abused their powers. The IPOC (2017) state that “Since April 2014, the IPPC has received 320 referrals relating to the abuse of police powers for sexual gains” and that “there were 103 referrals in 2016/17 and 66 received since April this year”. As stated above by the IOPC there are more than 600 reports and only 200 were investigated, this can be due to there not being staff or resources available for these investigations to take place and that means the public are being let down by not getting the justice they deserve as stated by (BBC NEWS, 2021)
Chêne (2013) states that the COE delivers direction on how to deal with misconduct hearings when a complaint is by made the public. Furthermore, the COE helps reduce to reduce misconduct hearings and increase public confidence as stated by the Home Office (2014) the code of ethics set high standards of professorial behaviour of not just police officers but police staff. 
It is shown by a survey whether the public had a positive or negative feel towards police which was conducted by IOPC (2023) and had shown that only 10 percent of the public would feel negative towards the police for misconduct hearings against the police and that 47% of the people who had taken the survey feel that they feel positive towards the police with 27% feeling negative towards the police. This shows that over 53% of people who took the survey feel negative towards the police and their local force compared to the 47% who feel positive and confident in the police.
The College of Policing (N.D) states that solely having a COE is not enough to reduce unprofessional behaviour. The COE needs to be discussed as an everyday consideration. “If the public don't have the confidence to trust the police to be fair, acting ethically and in their best interests, they are less likely to assist the police in upholding the law”.
However, Casey (2023) states in a report that the Met Police had a 70% confidence rate from the public. However, in recent years as of March 2022 the public confidence has dramatically decreased to 40%.  Furthermore, Renyolds (2023) has stated that the dramatic decrease in public confidence is due to stories of police officers using their powers to commit crime. Renyolds provides an example of a recently charged police officer, PC Mohammad Rahman, who used police databases to access information without reasonable grounds. Ross (2023) adds another example of another police officer who shot and killed Chris Kaba which resulted in protests police, further decreasing the public confidence. 
In conclusion, the COE is a set of standards that officers adhere to when interacting with the public as stated by College of Policing (N.D). From the research that has been discussed in this essay, there is little proof that the COE plays a significant role in reducing incidences of professional misconduct. There is proof that the Code of Ethics standards of behaviour can sometimes increase the public confidence as well as decrease professional misconduct stated by Bradford (2007) when he says the public confidence in police increases when they are treated with fairness and equality, if all officers were to follow the COE standards of behaviour then there would be no misconduct, unfortunately as stated by IOPC (2017), Renyolds (2023) and Ross (2023) there are many publicized incidents of professional misconduct which has decreased public confidence substantially as stated by the IOPC (2023) and Casey (2023).  Finally, the Code of Ethics plays a role in decreasing the incidents of professional misconduct by allowing the police officers to utilise the standards of behaviour Bradford (2007). However, there is not much evidence showing the correlation between the Code of Ethics and increasing public confidence in police but due to confidence rate in police is below 50% as stated by IPOC (2023) whilst the Code of Ethics is in force it is unlikely that the Code of Ethics plays a significant role in increasing or decreasing the public confidence in police officers.
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Essay Two: How effective is a multi-agency approach as a means of managing violent and sexual offenders? 

This essay proposes the effectiveness of how violent and sexual offenders are managed by using a multi-agency approach. The GOV (2023) states that there are multiple public protections approaches which can be used to protect vulnerable people, one of these approaches is MAPPA. Furthermore, the GOV states that MAPPA stands for Multi-Agency Public Protection Arrangements, these arrangements happen following a MARAC, Multi-Agency Risk Assessment Conference. 
Taylor, R. and Yakeley, J. (2019) who wrote a journal on ‘Working with MAPPA: Ethics and Pragmatics’ states that the disclosure of information on patients that MAPPA provides is primarily disclosed only “by psychiatrists and consults where they have legal responsibility for the patients”. However, Taylor and Yakeley then state that due to MAPPA being a multi-agency service, under legislation there have been concerns raised about the level of information that is accessible. Taylor and Yakeley then state that on some incidents social workers may be involved in the decision making of the MAPPA offenders, which has led to lawsuits and complaints against MAPPA due to these social workers having “access to information beyond minimum need”. This then adds that there are some negatives to how effective a multi-agency approach can be by providing excessive information to certain agencies where it is not required.
Studies conducted by HM Inspectorate of Probation (2021) (HMIP), show that in 2019 there was a decrease in reoffending from CAT 1 & 2 MAPPA offenders. HMIP, further state that before the year 2000 there was a 29% reoffending rate and then once MAPPA was introduced in 2000 the reoffending rate dropped to 16% in 2004. These statistics show that in the first 4 years of MAPPA being introduced that reoffending rates had dropped significantly. Studies also show from HMIP that where MAPPA offenders have reoffended, within a year a significant percentage of these reoffenders were eligible to be classed as non-serious. These studies show that the multi-agency arrangements since MAPPAs introduction the management of violent and sexual offenders have provided an effective outcome on lowering the reoffending rates by 13% over a 4-year period as stated by HMIP.

The GOV (2023) states that MAPPA plays a significant role in protecting the members of the public, the information they share can save and protect lives. However, there have been incidents’ where children have been killed where the Public Protection Unit (PPU) have failed to act in time such as an incident stated by The Guardian (2002). The Guardian states that there was “review of 40 local investigations into child abuse cases has found that health bodies, social services, schools, and the police often did not explore, let alone act on, repeated warnings that children were at risk.”
The Guardian (2002) then goes onto state that 13 out of the 40 children were killed whilst the Public Protection Unit and child services were aware of the risk towards the children. This provides a negative argument to the where a multi-agency approach has identified a victim and a violent offender and have not acted, thus letting down the victim by not managing and violent offenders. 

The Criminal Justice Joint Inspection (2022) states that the role of the MAPPA coordinator is to liaise with partnership agencies regarding each offender and how the offenders are best managed. However, CJJI states that each criminal justice area has one MAPPA coordinator, for example “Cumbria, which on 31 March 2021 had 815 MAPPA-eligible offenders, has one coordinator, as does London, which had 10,131”. This means that the London MAPPA coordinator has higher workload compared to the Cumbria coordinator and this can mean a less effective discussion with partnerships.
Tehrani (2023) states in a journal regarding “Offender Management” that becoming a Management of Sexual or Violent Offenders officer (MOSOVO) is a specialist role as these officers will be “working exclusively with serious violent and sexual offenders which makes this role even more specialist”. However, Noreen Tehrani then states that there is a lack of specialist training for the role of a MOSOVO officer which is concerning. Noreen Tehrani further states that if these MOSOVO officers do have lack of training and development then these violent and sexual offenders “can be let down by organisations who has the responsibility to support them (Violent and Sexual offenders)”. In addition to this HM Inspectorate Probation (2020) carried out a review of MOSOVO and found that in the police forces, only a few had accesses available to specialist training and refresher training. There appears to be limited spaces in resources for officers to have training/refresher training in the management of sexual and violent offenders which shows that without the proper or up to date training the effectiveness of the management of the offenders is lacking. 
The Ministry of Justice (2023) then states that on 31st March 2022 there was an increase of violent and sexual offenders within the multi-Agency arrangements for their management of up to 61% since 2012. With the lack of specialist training available and whilst the percentage of offenders growing, a multi-agency approach will be struggling to manage the violent and sexual offenders as well as give them the support they need.
Criminal Justice Joint Inspection (2022) (CJJI) has carried out a review of MAPPA “Twenty years on” to see if MAPPA are achieving the objectives it was designed for. The CJJI states that the review shows that the violent and sexual offenders are being managed by MAPPA but not being sent to other agencies and specialist teams. The CJJI further states that “this can be a barrier to effective multi-agency working”. The CJJI goes onto stating that the review has also shown that there are gaps of information not being shared regarding these violent and sexual offenders with other agencies which poses a massive issue when trying to manage these offenders as a multi – agency approach. 
In conclusion, there is more evidence to show that a multi-agency approach has been effective as this is shown by HM Inspectorate of Probation (2021), where since a mulit-agency approach has been utilised the overall re-offending rate had dropped by 13% over 4 years. However, is a lot more evidence showing that the multi agencies do not work together well enough which results in an ineffective means of managing violent and sexual offenders, this is evidenced by Criminal Justice Joint Inspection (2022) where discussions into the management of offenders are not as thorough due to lack of resources. In addition, there is evidence that there is hardly any specialist raining available for officers to help manage these offenders, further making the multi-agency approach ineffective due to lack of time, resources, and officer training.
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Essay three: To what extent is ‘lifestyle’ theory an accurate reflection of what makes certain people vulnerable to becoming a victim of Serious and Organised Crime? 

This essay will be discussing the lifestyle theory and its reflection of what makes certain people vulnerable to becoming a victim of serious and organised crime. The lifestyle theory is the theory of a person’s behaviour which may elevate their odds of becoming subjected to victimization as stated by Pratt, T.C. and Turanovic, J.J. (2015). A person can increase their odds of becoming subjected to victimisation primarily based on the way they live their lifestyle. Engström, A (2020) states that certain people can become victims of crime when the victims involve themselves in illegal activities and partake in substance misuse.
Wright, A (2006) defines ‘Organised Crime’ as a “structured group of three or more persons with the aim of committing one or more serious crimes, in order to obtain directly or indirectly a financial or other material benefit”. This can be simply implied as a ‘gang’.
Studies conducted by Barnardo (2021) that in 2020 children were at their most vulnerable and studies show that when children were assessed by child social care that more children were at risk of being involved with gang culture. Barnardo also states that statistics show that these numbers rose from 10,960 to 14,700 in 2020 alone, this vulnerability was due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Barnardo goes onto state that with a lot of the children being kept indoors to isolate, it allows gangs to prey on the vulnerable people who were struggling through COVID by gangs promising quick and easy cash, then they became exposed to serious and organised crime. Barnardo finally adds that as these teenagers are being exposed to organised crime at a young age, it makes it harder for them to leave the life of crime without fear.
There is a need for early intervention to decrease the curve of offending - “Children who start offending or demonstrating significant emotional and behavioural difficulties under 12 years are two or three times more likely to become involved in long term persistent and serious or violent offending than their peers.” -  Mcgarrell, E.F. (2001) 

Spicer, J, Moyle, L and Coomber, R (2019) states that organised crime groups tend to target people with vulnerabilities to exploit and victimise them for gain, for example ‘Cuckooing’. Drug Threat Team, Commodities (2017) states that “County lines groups will target new premises by pursuing vulnerable individuals who attend recovery groups, dependency units and areas associated with those experiencing problems”. This implies that a person who has a lifestyle of substance or alcohol misuse can be targeted by organised crime groups for their own benefit by exploiting the victims’ weaknesses. Spicer, J, Moyle, L and Coomber, R further state that once organised crime groups have infiltrated the victims’ homes, serious offences can occur such as “domestic abuse, sexual exploitation and violence”. 

In addition, the NCA (2019), state that children can be targeted by organised crime groups when they display vulnerabilities that fall under a child’s lifestyle such as poverty, incidents of the children going missing and exclusion from schooling. These characteristics of a child lifestyle can be picked out by organised crime groups as vulnerabilities to recruit them. The NCA also state that the crime groups target children who have parents that are drug users, the NCA state that “the most significant adult vulnerability targeted by offenders is drug addiction”.

Another report that was conducted by McCauley, J.L., Calhoun, K.S. and Gidycz, C.A. (2010), examined the relationship between binge drinking and incidents of alcohol-involved rape cases. The results showed that out of the sample of women asked for the report, there was a high rate of alcohol misuse behaviour. McCauley states that the prospective analyses indicates that the people who binge drink significantly had an increased risk for becoming a victim of rape and that women who were monthly binge drinkers and would go out parting frequently were vulnerable to experience alcohol-involved rape. These findings from McCauley, J.L., Calhoun, K.S. and Gidycz, C.A. show that there are combined risks for people who binge drink and occasionally “party” on becoming victims of serious offences. It must be added that in now way is binge drinking or parting the reason a victim is raped, the point making is that drinking and parting can increase the risks.

Furthermore, it is stated by Higgins, N., Robb, P. and Britton, A. (2010) that the British Crime Survey found that people who lived in the more deprived areas were more at risk of becoming a victim to serious crimes compared to the least deprived areas. Higgins, Robb, and Britton also state that the British Crime Survey shows “that crime rates were higher in areas classified as predominantly urban, than in areas that were classified as predominantly rural”. This again adds more evidence that the lifestyle theory clearly reflects on what vulnerabilities a person has that increases the chances of becoming a victim to serious or organised crime.

In conclusion, this essay has discussed how the lifestyle theory accurately reflects how certain people can become victims to serious and organised crime and has shown that a victim’s lifestyle of alcohol misuse, drug misuse and victims home address area can increase the risk of them becoming victims. When a person engages in substance misuse, they become at risk of being targeted by organised crime groups, in some cases, to take control of a victim’s property called “Cuckooing” as stated by Spicer, J, Moyle, L and Coomber, R (2019). A person can also be victimised when intoxicated and a frequent drinker or binge drinker when out partying, this can increase the risk of being a victim of crime as reported by from McCauley, J.L., Calhoun, K.S. and Gidycz, C.A. Finally, a victim’s address can be a vulnerability to being subjected to crime just by the area they live in, primarily more deprived areas. It is therefore recommended that victims should be aware of the vulnerabilities and risks they pose themselves by everyday living by changing their behaviours, however this can be easier then said then done. 
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Essay four: Why does a partnership approach the most effective way of preventing re-offending? 

This essay will be discussing why a partnership approach is the most effective way to prevent re-offending. The discussion will start with types of partnerships the police have and their roles to prevent re-offending and what they do. The discussion will then move onto explaining why partnerships are the most effective way and what ways, statistically, are not effective at preventing the re-offending rates. Firstly, statistics show that a person’s age has the greatest impact on their re-offending or offending rates, it shows that people who engage in anti-social behaviour or criminal behaviour tend to give up on these acts between their mid-twenties to early thirties (IRISS, 2012). Evidence suggests that a person who has quality social ties and a steady level of employment has an impact on whether a person offends.

Studies also show that people who are released from custody following a conviction have a 32% re-offending rate after submitting a P45 to HMRC as opposed to a 69% re-offending rate for offenders who do not submit a P45 (Ministry Of Justice, 2013). This evidence shows that offenders who get some line of employment after being released from custody have a lower percentage rate of re-offending. 

However, these statistics don’t show that when an offender gets into employment, there could be a higher risk of re-offending for the employed offenders due to having the funds to buy drugs and alcohol which can aid them into re-offending. There are partnerships that the British government have set up to tackle re-offending rates by providing offenders the opportunity to have employment once they are released, the New Future Network (NFN) is a partnership that was set up by HM Government which aims to help offenders get into employment and stops re-offending as well as aiding sectors such as hospitality which are understaffed. Most offenders want the opportunity and find they don’t get the opportunity to change their lives due to their past, this partnership provides possibly the most effective way to prevent re-offending. (HM Government , 2023)

In addition to the offenders having the opportunity to have employment after their release from custody, there are also partnerships within the custodial environment that aim to help the offenders prepare for their release back into the general population and for the offenders to gain skills to help them with employment. Statistics from (Ministry of Justice , 2023) 63,744 offenders in custody had partaken in a course to prepare and have the skills for when they are released to aid with their chances of employment and better their lives. This was a 28% increase from the 2022. This shows that these courses and these partnerships are effective, and offenders take them to prevent themselves from re-offending upon release. 28,832 offenders participated in functional skills courses before release, this was 71% increase in participants from the following 12-month period.

Another partnership that works well is a rehabilitation intervention, a lot of offenders have either a drug or alcohol misuse problems. Research shows that during a violent crime, 25 -50% of the time, the offender is under the influence of drugs or alcohol. There is evidence between drug use and criminal behaviour with findings that drug users were 8 times more likely to re-offend than nondrug users. 58% of prisoners reported high-risk drinking and 67% admitted to illicit drug use in the 12 months prior to being in custody. (Andrade, 2018). There is a lot of evidence that proves that the chances of re-offending are much higher with individuals that have some sort of alcohol or drug dependency.
The Social Exclusion Unit is a partnership that aims to help prison leavers into some accommodation, studies show that with offenders having some sort of accommodation and a place to stay, that there is a decrease of up to 20% for offenders to relapse into criminal behaviour and re-offending. Re-offending can cost the economy up to £13.5b annually, so helping offenders with accommodation to prevent the offenders from committing crime to avoid homelessness is a benefit for everyone. (Dore, 2015)
Partnerships such as DIP (Drug Intervention Programme) can help the offenders with their dependencies and how to manage them to make the offenders lives better by getting them off the drugs or alcohol and to prevent or reduce the chances of re-offending. Over 4,500 offenders that misuse drugs have entered treatment through the drug intervention programme each month and since DIP began in 2003 there has been a 32% decrease in all crime where drug taking played a significant role. (HOME OFFICE, 2023)
In conclusion to this essay, it is clear to see that when a partnership approach is being used it becomes an effective in order to manage and prevent offenders from re-offending. A rehabilitation approach appears to show the best results and statistics when it comes to the percentage of re-offending rates as well as schemes that aim to assist in offenders being able to obtain employment and have the chance, whilst in prisons, to acquire new skills and skills that will benefit the offenders to find employment once released from custody. These partnerships work for most offenders and with multiple partnerships joining together, the offenders will have a lesser chance of re-offending or needing to re-offending once their sentencing is over. Unfortunately, some of these partnerships will not work for some individuals. These partnerships are not ‘one-size fits all’ every offender has different needs and requirements; some offenders will be harder than others to work with and some offenders cannot be rehabilitated. However, multi partnership approach it becomes an effective way to preventing re-offending. 
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Essay four: Why does a partnership approach the most effective way of preventing re-offending? 

This essay will be discussing why a partnership approach is the most effective way to prevent re-offending. Firstly, statistics show that a person’s age has the greatest impact on their re-offending or offending rates, it shows that people who engage in anti-social behaviour or criminal behaviour tend to give up on these acts between their mid-twenties to early thirties (IRISS, 2012). Evidence suggests that a person who has quality social ties and a steady level of employment has an impact on whether a person offends.

Ministry of Justice (2013) states that studies show that people who are released from custody following a conviction have a 32% re-offending rate after submitting a P45 to HMRC as opposed to a 69% re-offending rate for offenders who do not submit a P45. This evidence shows that offenders who get some line of employment after being released from custody have a lower percentage rate of re-offending. This shows a correlation between offenders who may benefit from a partnership approach which focuses on helping an offender get qualifications or experience to get into employment which can result in lower rates of re-offending as stated by the Ministry of Justice.

However, Ministry of Justice (2013) states that these statistics do not show when an offender gets into employment, there could be a higher risk of re-offending for the employed offenders due to having the funds to buy drugs and alcohol which can aid them into re-offending. HM Government (2023) states that there are partnerships that the British government have set up to tackle re-offending rates by providing offenders the opportunity to have employment once they are released, the New Future Network (NFN) is a partnership that was set up by HM Government which aims to help offenders get into employment and stops re-offending as well as aiding sectors such as hospitality which are understaffed. HM Government further state that most offenders want the opportunity and find they don’t get the opportunity to change their lives due to their past, this partnership provides possibly the most effective way to prevent re-offending.

In addition to the offenders having the opportunity to have employment after their release from custody, there are also partnerships within the custodial environment that aim to help the offenders prepare for their release back into the general population and for the offenders to gain skills to help them with employment stated by the Ministry of Justice (2023) after a report on the ‘Prison Educational Statistics’. This report from the Mistry of Justice also states that 63,744 offenders in custody had partaken in a course to prepare and have the skills for when they are released to aid with their chances of employment and better their lives. The Ministry of Justice further states that this was a 28% increase from the 2022 and that these courses and partnerships are effective as offenders can take them to prevent themselves from re-offending upon release. Furthermore, the Ministry of Justice further state that 28,832 offenders participated in functional skills courses before release, this was 71% increase in participants from the following 12-month period.

Another partnership that works well is a rehabilitation intervention, a lot of offenders have either a drug or alcohol misuse problems. Andrade (2018) states that research shows that during a violent crime, 25 -50% of the time, the offender is under the influence of drugs or alcohol. Furthermore, Andrade states that’s that there is evidence between drug use and criminal behaviour with findings that drug users were 8 times more likely to re-offend than nondrug users. Andrade adds that 58% of prisoners reported high-risk drinking and 67% admitted to illicit drug use in the 12 months prior to being in custody. (Andrade, 2018). There is a lot of evidence that proves that the chances of re-offending are much higher with individuals that have some sort of alcohol or drug dependency so a partnership approach focusing on drug and alcohol dependencies can be an effective way to prevent re-offending.
Dore (2015) states that The Social Exclusion Unit is a partnership that aims to help prison leavers into some accommodation, studies show that with offenders having some sort of accommodation and a place to stay, that there is a decrease of up to 20% for offenders to relapse into criminal behaviour and re-offending. In addition, Dore states that re-offending can cost the economy up to £13.5b annually, so helping offenders with accommodation to prevent the offenders from committing crime to avoid homelessness is a benefit for everyone. (Dore, 2015)
The Home Office (2010) states that there are partnerships such as DIP (Drug Intervention Programme) can help the offenders with their dependencies and how to manage them to make the offenders lives better by getting them off the drugs or alcohol and to prevent or reduce the chances of re-offending. The Home Office further states that over 4,500 offenders that misuse drugs have entered treatment through the drug intervention programme each month and since DIP began in 2003 there has been a 32% decrease in all crime where drug taking played a significant role.
In conclusion to this essay, it is clear to see that when a partnership approach is used it becomes an effective way to manage offenders to prevent them from re-offending. A rehabilitation approach appears to show the best results and statistics when it comes to the percentage of re-offending rates as well as schemes that aim to assist in offenders being able to obtain employment and have the chance, whilst in prisons, to acquire new skills and skills that will benefit the offenders to find employment once released from custody. These partnerships work for most offenders and with multiple partnerships joining together, the offenders will have a lesser chance of re-offending or needing to re-offending once their sentencing is over. Unfortunately, some of these partnerships will not work for some individuals. These partnerships are not ‘one-size fits all’ every offender has different needs and requirements; some offenders will be harder than others to work with and some offenders cannot be rehabilitated. However, multi partnership approach it becomes an effective way to preventing re-offending. 
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