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I love the mirror in the Merchant’s tale, lots of interesting things must be connected to that surely, I’ll have to look stuff up. I find mirrors a bit uncanny, I’m surprised they were trusted as reflectors of truth at the time, when you consider the medieval (well their churches) view of art. As in, image could be flattened and abstracted, but realistic, illusory art (like that of the classical era) was considered to be a deception, taking you away from God and risking the worship of a false idol…so an actual realistic reflection seems ambiguous. I suppose a reflection hasn’t been created. I find it hard to really look at myself in a mirror, particularly to look into my own eyes, so if you use a mirror to reflect on something will you really genuinely be in that reflected truth, or is it something happening around you, as though you’re some black hole in the centre, it seems a way of seeing the situation without seeing your part in it. Are you culpable if you aren’t properly part of the reflection, just a bystander that you see out of the corner of your eye? Anyway, this is nothing to do with the tale really.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Coming from a non-religious background I am endlessly fascinated by religious imagery/story/ideas etc, and I love myths (though I know very little about them and anything I do learn seems to slip away again quickly) and so Jupiter and Proserpina (I will have to call them Hades and Persephone, the Greek names stick better)will be interesting to look into more…why is it that Hades and Persephone are the instrumental gods in the tale? They are vaguely representative of the old man and the maid I suppose, and of death and life (which seems slightly ominous for the old man that it is the underworld, not heaven that is suggested here). Perhaps Januarie sees well enough to know he must let May fulfil her desires and chooses selective blindness, just as Hades probably turns his back as Persephone leaves the land of the dead for the land of the living each year…their names fit into the times of Persephone’s ascent and descent too. Januarie and May are clearly more comfortable with the rules of the old gods than the Christian one, despite Januarie seeking heaven in a wife.

 


