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Marx and the Anthropocene- 
Saito, K. (2022) Marx in the Anthropocene, Towards the Idea of Degrowth Communism. Cambridge, England: Cambridge University Press. 
[bookmark: _Int_JZpbexw8]Saito’s work focuses on the connection between Marxist thought and the climate crisis. Taking from other writers, the book discusses and critiques different viewpoints surrounding the term ‘Anthropocene’, a term first coined in the year 2000 by chemist Paul Crutzen. Consisting of the idea that humans are responsible for the most impact upon nature, implying control (or a mastering?) over it. This understanding to Saito justifies, ‘further technological intervention in the name of stewardship of the Earth system.’ (pg.104) Whist simultaneously persisting in ignorance of the impact climate change has upon the Global South. 
This focus on technological development to combat the climate crisis, allows for no change of power structure nor how to maintain the planet. This technological approach simply continues, ‘capital’s drive to further economic growth.’ (pg.106). 

The Birth of Energy-
[bookmark: _Int_RoUTAPMU]Daggett, C.N. (2019) The birth of energy : fossil fuels, thermodynamics, and the politics of work. Durham, NC: Duke University Press.

Providing a historical point of view for the development of energy and industry, Daggett’s ‘The birth of Energy’ will help to understand older understandings of human relations with the land and the philosophical foundations of energy as the ability to do work. Energy is both a social and natural concept, one that is unable to be separated, making it a ‘natureculture’ (Haraway. 2003). 

Energy developed as a scientific study during the rise of industry, making it ‘Anthropocene Knowledge, a response to... a new Earth.’ (pg.10). It is both the concept that allows atoms to collide, plants to grow and a ‘map that traces “universes of knowledge, practice and power” ... that bring specific worlds into being.’ (pg.6). It encompasses both human labour, change within the environment and cosmic motion and time. 


Radical Landscapes-
Bruni, L, Pih, D, et al. (2022) Radical Landscapes. Art, Identity and Activism. Liverpool, England. Tate Publishing. 
[bookmark: _Int_EXc2yaWi][bookmark: _Int_V3CSsLK1]Radical Landscapes provides Artistic examples that focus on the British lands. In particular work that is, ‘in and of the land’, focusing less so on the pastoral, ‘constructed ‘scape.’ (Pg. 16). Each chapter is able to bring information on work that delves into how identity and history affects access and outlook to the Earth. Historically Briton's rights to roam the land has been enclosed (although not always the case), thus inhibiting our ability to connect to the land in which we exist within. 
Only through radicalisation, unionisation and protest have we been able to establish land for common use and habitat. From this exhibition text, the artist Ruth Ewan was made aware to me. Her work in connecting archival practice, natural material, music and protest questions how people perceive history, our place within it and the rationality of time. Her view of nature as ‘trans-historical’ and the practice of collective historical enterprise, will provide both artistic and informational reference to back up the body of the thesis.    

The Garden Against Time-
Laing, O. (2024) The Garden Against Time. In Search of a Common Paradise. London, England. Picator.    
Written during the Covid-19 Lockdown Laing’s newest novel incorporates personal antidotes of building her new garden up with more expansive research into gardening's history. Its etymological connection to ‘Paradise’ (Avestian in origin, meaning ‘walled garden’) builds upon historical ideas of what utopia is. Of note to my thesis is the Chartist, Goodwyn Barmby who, ‘believed the original Adam and Eve were one hermaphrodite being, who had been unhappily split asunder, and that in the future humans would relinquish the false polarity of gender and embrace the masculine and feminine elements at work in every being.’ (Pg. 147).   

Mother Earth, the cyborg, and the queer: Ecofeminism and (more) questions of identity-
Sandilands, C. (1997) Mother Earth, the cyborg, and the queer: Ecofeminism and (more) questions of identity.  NWSA Journal, vol. 9, no. 3, pp. 18-40. Available at: https://www.proquest.com/docview/233237696?sourcetype=Scholarly%20Journals 
This paper collects from past writings and symbolism developed by ecofeminists, aiming to call into question the identity of nature as ‘Mother’ or ‘Sister’ to women, in which both have merged into one. Sandilands begins by establishing the difference between ‘Women’ as a cultural myth, along with the limitations of language to encompass the diversity of experience that brings this myth into being, applying Haraway’s, ‘Simians, Cyborgs, and Women. The Reinvention of Nature’ (1991), 
Consciousness of exclusion through naming is acute. Identities seem contradictory, partial, and strategic. With the hard-won recognition of their social and historical constitution, gender, race, and class cannot provide the basis for a belief in "essential" unity. There is nothing about being "female" that naturally binds women. (Pg. 149)
Sandilands points out ecofeminist penchant towards biological determinism. In the biological difference between male and female, in which the exploitation of the female body and Earth is at the heart of the thought process. This determination brings about the understanding that a more feminine focus on the land will help in rectifying the effects of industry, through a mothering form of stewardship e.g. Caregiving.       

Staying with the trouble- Haraway
Haraway, D. (2016) Staying with the Trouble. Making Kin with the Chthulucene, Durham and London. Duke University Press. 
Haraway provides an alternative to the Mother Nature symbol, in conversation with Thryza Nichols Goodeve for the Brooklyn Rail, Haraway suggests, 
—not the earth as mother, but the earth as our flesh and we its flesh, but only a part, not the center or goal of it all, because it is always tentacularly entangled in composing and decomposing worlds. Making oddkin in this timeplace, this earth, is allying with both biogenetic relatives and very different other sorts of beings, living and dead, to craft enduring, generationally robust, sustaining collectives. (December/January, 2017-18 Edition)
Using Haraway’s work as a catalyst, the body of the thesis will hope to develop from second wave feminism’s ecological statement of coming from the Earth (the ‘Mother Nature’ model), to being a part of its organism, merging the life and death instincts into a whole that, while clouded, promotes maintenance and regeneration of knowledge, symbols and environment. Haraway’s theory doesn’t ignore the present (nor past or future) but builds on top of it. 

Mother State-
Charmann, H. (2024) Mother State. A Political History of Motherhood. Great Britain. Penguin Random House UK.
Mother State provides a continuation of research into the Greenham Common Women’s Peace Camp (1981-2000) that features within Radical Landscapes. Most interesting is the contradictory nature of the movement. While the goal for peace and activism against nuclear weaponry is a worthy one, the second wave nature of the time did promote an essentialist view of womanhood, one of motherhood. 
Charmann does expand on the interlocking, often disagreeing, aspects of the camp (which given the size and longevity was most certainly to happen), that seems to fit with their adopted symbol of the spider web. Pulling from Wilmette Brown’s Black Women and the Peace Movement (1983), provides a much-needed intersectionality to the peace movement, one that, ‘feels remarkably contemporary in its reading of the movement’s failure to grapple with the overlapping legacies of colonialism and imperialism...’ (Pg. 214). 
Charmann begins the book discussing where time has realised her mother’s maternity, rather than pointing to any female sex characteristic, she points the reader towards her mother’s knees. 
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