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Another reason not to adopt the view that persons are material substances is provided by the phenomenon of mul​tiple personality disorder, discussed briefly in chapter 5. This phenomenon undermines not only the view that per​sons are the same as bodies but also the alternative material​ist view that persons are the same as brains. For where there is a multiple personality disorder, there is one brain and one body but multiple persons. Consider, for example, the fol​lowing case of Rene, a young woman who, as a child, was beaten, burned, and sexually abused by her parents, as described in Confer and Abies (1983):
Rene was a bewildered and frightened woman. She was continu​ally preoccupied with multiple experiences of which she could make no sense and over which she had no control. For example, she would find a number of skimpy, sexy bathing suits in her closet which her husband stated she insisted he buy for her, along with clothes that were too tight and too short. She had no memory of purchasing any of these. Similarly, bills would come in at the end of the month for car rentals and air travels she knew nothing of. Even worse, she would awaken on occasion to find herself in a strange motel and town with no knowledge of where she was or how she got there.... (p. 51)
Rene, we are told, had several alternate personalities. One of these was Stella.
This .. . alternative was sultry and seductive. She apparently knew how to please others and spent her time doing this. For example, she pleased men by "taking them to paradise." Frequently, she took . . . trips to other cities where she engaged in sexual liaisons with men. Rene would then emerge, awakening in a strange room with a strange man and feel horrified, (p. 53)

Stella was impulsive and inattentive to the consequences of her actions.... She would charge hundreds of dollars of clothing or go on a trip to Mexico at a moment's notice....
She reported watching behind the porch on Easter of Rene's eleventh year when her father coaxed Rene into the house and bloodily raped her... . She described herself as Rene's best friend, (p. 54)
(9) Another multiple personality case, in some ways even more clearcut, is that of Mary Reynolds (1793-1854), as described by Sutcliffe and Jones (1962) (and noted in Marks 1980):
Her disorder was first noticed at 18 (1811). Before her alterations, she was described as a well-educated woman, of dull and melan​choly temperament, living in the wilds of Pennsylvania. Her per​sonality changed following a long and profound sleep. She awoke disoriented, no longer able to recognize relatives. . . . Previously reserved, taciturn and timid, she was now friendly, merry, and adventurous with a new interest in the outdoors. There was no regaining of self-reference memories or reestablishing of old personal relationships in "the second state." . . . After five weeks in State 2, on this first occasion, Miss R. returned to her old state (State 1), following a further profound sleep. Now, in State 1, there was no memory for the intervening State 2 period. Alternations between these two mutually amnesic phases went on for 15/16 years. Memory was continuous within each of the phases.
