	Eleanor Travers (1500674)
Court and Society (CLCS6014): Journal[footnoteRef:1] [1:  I have included some events in this journal that I did not do myself, but that I have included as I reacted to them. ] 


In the module I am playing the role of a military official in Seleukis (particularly Antioch and Apamea). To begin with there was little for me to do in terms of my military obligations, so we (myself, Hannah (Satrap), and Elizabeth (epistate)[footnoteRef:2]), decided to organise a festival in honour of Kyle (the King), who had died. I will elaborate on this further later in the journal when I describe the day of the festival.  [2:  “We” from now on will refer to the three characters that myself, Hannah, and Elizabeth were playing, unless otherwise stated, as the characters of Seleukis.] 


In the midst of planning the festival, Luke (Ptolemy IV)/the Ptolomies sent an envoy to say that they were going to move up from the south and start an invasion. This meant that planning for the festival had to be paused whilst we prepared for this. However, whilst Luke was moving north Alexandria revolted and he had to turn around to deal with this, so planning for the festival could resume. As the renewed sense of peace coincided with the planning of the festival in Kyle’s honour it was determined that the soon-to-be deified king would be associated with peace and success in war. 

We held a meeting with Katie (daughter of Kyle and Molly (Kyle’s wife)) to discuss the building of a temple dedicated to Kyle and Molly in addition to the festival. The aim of both the festival and the temple was to secure the support for Louix’s (Kyle and Molly’s son) kingship as they would emphasise the family ties between them. We also held another meeting, this time including Molly, to discuss the financing of the festival and temple, giving Elizabeth the task to secure funding for them. 

During this time we received news that Ephesus was under siege and that David wanted us to help to defend the city by sending men from Seleukis. We discussed sending 5,000 men but at this point we had not yet decided if this would happen. 

Molly decided that she was going to marry Bradley (Babylon). I don’t believe that we would have been happy with this as we accepted Louix as the king, and by marrying Molly (the widowed wife of the previous king and mother of the current) Bradley would have had a more substantiated claim to the throne. 

Louix informed me of his plan to go down south to harass the Ptolomies. We discussed whether I would accompany him in my capacity as a military official. 
In another meeting about the building of the temple Elizabeth advised that it could be paid for through taxation (either using money already raised through the current taxes or by increasing the amounts paid in tax by individuals). 

We received an invite to the wedding of Berenike (Pip) and Mikey. It was initially decided that we would decline the invite as a political statement, however we later decided to send a low-ranking official to the wedding who could pick up on any important information discussed there. I would go to the wedding, but not as my character. I went because there wasn’t any military activity happening at the time that I was involved in at the time. We were also invited to a festival of peace by Ephesus which I went to as myself. We accepted this invitation because Ephesus had recently surrendered to Pergamon and we wanted to make sure that we continue to have good relations with the city. Elizabeth was also going to decide what we could take as an offering, as she managed our resources. She decided that I would take 5 talents with me. 

The building of the temple to Kyle was commenced in 220 BC and would be finished in two years time, as informed by Elizabeth. It was decided that the festival would happen when the temple had been built. We also decided that we would build another temple to Athena and Demeter once the first temple had been built.

A peace summit was called by Luke, which Louix was invited to. Louix attended, and I accompanied him as a military aide. The aim of this summit was to see if peace could be achieved between the historically warring Ptolemaic and Seleucid empires. Louix and Luke entered into negotiations but they did not come to any agreements. The chance to resolve through conflict was not carried through. After negotiations has ended Louix attempted to assassinate Luke, based on him secretly bringing his army with him and blockading Luke inside the city, but he failed. Then Bradley made an assassination attempt on Louix which succeeded; the Seleucid king was now dead. Bradley claimed kingship. 

Following the failed assassination attempt of Luke we asked Molly if she approved of us sending an envoy to Alexandria to inform them that Louix acted of his own accord and that the attack was not on behalf of us. We thought that this might reduce the risk of Luke retaliating against us. 

Bradley’s assassination of Louix was an act of rebellion and we made it clear to him that we did not accept his claim to the throne. The only members of the original royal family surviving were female, so we proposed that Katie married Hannah (male) and that Hannah would use this link to claim the kingship for herself. However, we determined that as the majority of the army had allied themselves to Bradley (they had been paid to do this), we were not in a position to fight against him. He also had the support of Alexandria. We decided that the best course of action would be to take refuge in Antioch for the time being and shut the gates to ensure our safety. We also decided that it was in our best interests to accept Bradley as our king but to also list some demands to secure our loyalty. Our demands were that we would receive a 50% tax break, protection[footnoteRef:3], and autonomy. He agreed to these terms, and that we could keep all of the tax that we collect, and that he would donate money to the building of the temple).  [3:  This involved Bradley leaving us alone as well as allowing us 10,000 men to protect the city with. ] 


As Antioch was closed we were not involved with any conflicts or other activities. This gave us time to continue planning the festival. We were still hoping to reclaim the throne from Brad for Katie and Hannah, and decided that we would attempt to kill Bradley at the festival. We thought that we might poison Bradley’s drink, however decided that this could offend the gods if we did this during the religious part of the festival (poison the libation). Therefore we needed to plan for a way to attempt to assassinate him after the religious part. We were also planning to kill Luke at the festival, but he was killed in 217 BC. 

Before we could carry out the plan for Katie’s claim for the throne, she was killed. We incorporated the evidence found in Marcus Juianus Justinus’ Epitome of the Philippic of Pompeius Trogus about Bala, a supposed son on King Antiochus, to say that I was a son of Molly and Kyle that had been hidden; “”they suborned one Bala, a young man of mean condition, to claim the throne of Syria, on pretence that it had been his father’s, by force of arms; and that nothing might be wanting to render him insolent, the name of Alexander was given him, and he was reported to be the son of King Antiochus”[footnoteRef:4]. We decided not to let anyone know about this as I could be seen as a danger to Bradley whilst we worked out a way to assassinate him at the festival.  [4:  Marcus Juianus Justinus, Epitome of the Pilippic History of Pompeius Trogus, 35, 1] 


Once the temple had been finished, we held the festival dedicated to Kyle in Antioch. The gates to the city were still closed so only invited guests could attend. We invited Babylon (Bradley as the king), Asia Minor (including Matt, who had rebelled and was currently taking refuge in Antioch), Koele-Syria, Phoenicia, Pergamon, Media, and Persia; we invited people who had said that they supported my claim to the throne and would be happy for Bradley to be removed. To begin the festival we had a procession, fronted by Molly. Athenaios describes a festival in his Deipnosophists[footnoteRef:5]. In his description of the procession he says that there was the “procession dedicated to the parents of the rulers”[footnoteRef:6]; we got Molly to perform this duty as the mother of Louix, Katie, and myself, who we believed to be the rightful rulers of the Seleucid empire. We next performed a sacrifice to the gods, including the deified Kyle. We sacrificed a goat, cooked it, offered a portion to the gods, served the rest to the gods, poured libations, and burned incense. We served wine to everyone whilst we enjoyed the entertainment, which was a video about the Greek gods.  [5:  Ath, Deipnosophists, 5, 25-36]  [6:  Ath, Deipnosophists, 5, 25-36 (197D)] 


After the festival, I declared my intention to claim the throne, which was now being held by Ted, who had taken it from Bradley, who had died. 

Bradley died as his original character who had become the Seleucid king. His new character was his original character’s cousin. He decided to claim kingship as his new character. Jack said that he would support my claim to the throne, however he gave the army that had been with him when Bradley’s original character died, not realising that Bradley was putting in a counter-claim to the throne. I discussed with Brad what options we had going forward and we came to an agreement to co-rule and that he would adopt me. At this point the size of our army was 60,000 men. Bradley decided to move 40,000 to Syria to billet, and that 20,000 would be fed by the Ptolomies whom he had befriended earlier in the module. We also purchased 5,000 tonnes of grain from the Macedonians for 400 talents to help provide for the troops[footnoteRef:7].  [7:  Exact numbers may be wrong. ] 


As the autumn/harvest time was approaching we decided to send the troops back to their homes, as many of them were farmers, so that they could harvest the crops. The harvest this year was quite bad as the army had been preoccupied. 20,000 had also become too old to fight anymore so they were permanently disbanded and sent home. We had to roll for how many of these 20,000 would die when travelling back home, and 40% (8,000) died. We also rolled for how many of the 40,000 men died on their way back to Syria, and we lost 5% (2,000). We hoped to train their sons who had been working the farms in the winter ready to start campaigning again in mid-spring (April). 

As this was happening, the people decided that the did not believe that Hannah was loyal enough to the gods. Myself and Elizabeth advised her to hold a festival to prove her loyalty. We decided that the festival would be dedicated to Demeter, goddess of the harvest, due to the poor harvest we had experienced this year. The festival was successful in gaining the trust of the people again. [festival to me and brad]

When deciding when to set sail again we used Demosthenes’ Against Lacritus to research the dogstar; “And, if they do not enter Pontus, but remain in the Hellespont ten days after the rising of the dogstar”[footnoteRef:8]. This quote is referencing that the ten days after the rising of the dogstar (25th July – 5th August) was likely to be stormy, according to the footnote by A. T. Murray in his translation. Due to this we decided that we would not sail until after August 5th.  [8:  Dem, Against Lacritus, 35, 13] 
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