Ruby-Rose Allen – Why I decided to come to university.

There were numerous reasons why I chose the university pathway, I believed it would help with my future, allow me to get a deeper understanding of history as a whole and gain skills that I would not have been able to do if I went down another pathway. But the main reasons I decided to come to university, especially a university 5 hours from my hometown was to prove people’s assumptions about me were wrong and to discover who I am as a person away from my family. 
I suffered with the school system all throughout secondary school and college due to my mental health, during my years at school I was diagnosed with obsessive-compulsive disorder (OCD) and complex post-traumatic stress disorder (CPTSD), I was often falling behind my peers due to missing almost all of my classes, which led to me failing almost all of the GSCEs and just managing to pass my A-Levels. I was told by most of my schoolteachers and even my parents that I would not be able to make it to university due to my lack of high grades, and if I did somehow manage to get into a course, I would struggle and either drop out or get removed from the course. This was one of my main reasons to pass my A-Levels and to come to University of Wales Trinity Saint David. I wanted to show people I was not just defined by my mental illnesses, and I could achieve and manage just as much as someone who does not struggle with the things I do. I wanted to show the people who doubted me in my early schooling years that I was so much more than just a mentally ill person, I was just someone who had struggles but that was not all I was, or am. 
The other reason I decided to come to university, was to find out who I am as a person. I’m the youngest of five siblings and have a strained relationship with both of my parents, for a long time I struggled with thinking of myself as an actual person with my own thoughts and feelings, I thought I had to take after my older sisters and brother just so I didn’t go down the same paths my mother and father went down. But I know now that isn’t the case. So, I thought that if I came to university, I could discover who I am, without the examples of my siblings and parents alongside gaining a deeper understanding of history, which has always been a passion of mine.
In conclusion, there were multiple motives to come to university straight after finishing year 13 besides the academic ones, but my personal ones were to prove the adults who doubted me wrong and to evolve as a person throughout my 4 years with this university.  

