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Virtual Learning Environment
Introduction
In this report, I will write about the students learning experience at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus, Course ‘Certificate of Higher Education: Skills for the Workplace’ and the students' experience in online studies. This report will be based on my colleagues and my online learning experience based on a questionnaire as primary data and some information that I found and read on the websites.
Body
During our classes we did a questionnaire and asked our colleagues to answer in order to analyse the impact of online studies in our group. Even if not all colleagues managed to answer my questionnaire, in this report I will present my questionnaire and the answers given by colleagues who managed to answer. I will also enter the data into a graph and analyse it.
The following questionnaire is the one I wrote and sent to colleagues to receive an answer and the result:
1. How satisfied are you of the teachers?
1. Very satisfied 2. Satisfied 3. Neither satisfied of unsatisfied 
4. Dissatisfied 5. Very dissatisfied

2. Are you satisfied with your timetable?
1.Very satisfied 2. Satisfied 3. Neither satisfied of unsatisfied 
4. Dissatisfied 5. Very dissatisfied

      3.How helpful was the class material that was provided to you?
            1. Extremely helpful 2. Helpful 3. Somewhat helpful    
              4. Not so helpful 5. Not at all helpful                                                                  

      4.How satisfied are you with the ability to use online learning software?
            1. Extremely satisfied 2. Satisfied 3. Somewhat satisfied  
              4. Not satisfied 5. Not satisfied at all                                                          

5.How do you feel about online courses?
    1. Very good 2. Good 3. Neutral 
    4. Not good 5. Not good at all




  From my colleagues answers I could say that the most of them are happy and satisfied about online studies at this University and with teachers. For instance, on first question about teacher 5 of 7 students are satisfied and 1 of 7 is very satisfied and only one is very dissatisfied. Moreover, I can see in response of second question that all students are very satisfied or satisfied, because by studying online we can now choose the time of the lessons and the most of my colleagues are happy with that. In question three I can see that 5 of 7 students are happy with the class material and only 2 are neutral. I think they are neutral because of language barrier, because they are not native speakers of English language, but over time their level of English increases and I think in the next term they will be happier because they will understand better. Analysing fourth question I see that only 3 of 7 students are very satisfied but 4 of 7 are neutral and I think this is because for most of us it is a new experience to study online and it is the first time we use this software. Although my colleagues and I first use this, writing the assessment and doing the lessons online we have to always use them, which improves our skills and in the future we will use them easily. Finally, the last question is the most important, because on this question is based my conclusion about online studies and the impact, especially on my group. The last question is 'How do students feel about online studies?' and I can see that everyone is happy and they feel quite comfortable studying online.

  Likewise, I would like to express my opinion on virtual studies. I had little similar experience until I started studying at this university, but my studies were not so well organized there and I was a little stressed and scared to study online again, being convinced that studying online is not effective. However, when I came to this university and started studying, I felt a huge difference, because the study process is very well organized and I was offered all the conditions and programs necessary to study comfortably. In addition, the lecturers are professional and patient enough to deliver all the information for everyone to understand.
  I think teachers, class material and timetable are good and I am comfortable with using software and as result I feel very good about online study. Even if I would be happy to return to the usual studies in the classroom, I consider that this is a useful experience for us and as a bonus we can improve our knowledge in the use of technologies. In conclusion, most students in my group are satisfied with online studies but I want to analyse some secondary data to make a conclusion about the impact of virtual studies.
 Virtual Learning Experience are some web sites developed to support education by using tools and applications. Online studying platforms are commonly utilised in teaching, the provision of instructional material and the promotion of connectivity. This article relates to an online questionnaire in which students were required to compete in the Sixth Form College of England. The research looked the observed effect of the use of the College's VLE (Moodle)in education also concentrated on fallowing topics: how using of the VLE have a beneficial effect in teaching; how use of the Moodle in education tends to boost independent studying; how using VLE improves learners' ability to study. Important statistical results show that using of virtual study platform leads to an advancement in studying and enthusiasm for learning, as shown by participating students. The results will bring great benefits to teachers when they indicate attention spans and encourage the use of VLE to stimulate learning (Barker,2013).
  Learners using a VLE can establish a 'mission' to be performed in class or at their own speed, time, and place, and can contribute to simultaneous conversations to help them improve their learning. This paper reports a review in a specific sense, the English Sixth Form College (SFC), which also tests theories relevant to these statements in a positive way. The analysis offers an overview of the students' perspectives on the use of the VLE and its effect on their education, from which suggestions are made to teachers (Barker, 2013).
  The history of the use and growth of VLEs at the UK's Open University has been using devices for studying since the 1970s, but it was in 2000 that the commercialised computer VLE 'Blackboard' was patented. The other VLE,'Moodle,' created in 2001 (Laurillard, 2005). It was initially built to help teachers implement online classes focused on engagement and interactive content creation, and by 2020, Moodle has a base of 213 million subscribers in 251 countries and 204,000 active pages in more than 75 languages. (Moodle, 2020). In the UK, 92% of higher education institutions had online learning experience in the post-compulsory field in 2008-9, up from 58% in 2003-04. (Becta, 2010).
  Following the 2005 policy announcement by the UK Government, Harnessing Technology – Transforming Education and Child Services, a survey of 34 schools researching the effects of VLE on student learning was released. The findings were written between September 2005 and December 2007 and showed that a little over 50 % of the respondents to the survey were positive about the effects of VLE on teaching students. In another side, 58 FE colleagues out of 281 inspected had a VLE and, out of these three - fourths, showed that the use of VLEs helped learners. (Becta, 2010).
In another post-secondary analysis (Downing, 2004), data on teachers and the students’ usage simultaneous dialogue were studied throughout the first term of psychological research at the City University of Hong Kong. Their studies indicate that college 'introverted people' behave more like 'extraverts' as they engage in online chat groups and are thus more involved in online chatting than in classroom discussions. Students have developed their own experience by meeting with colleagues at other sites, offering an incentive to enhance graduate employability skills (Diochon, 2001). 79 per cent of students concluded that learning by the VLE had a beneficial impact on learning and that they taught more, but 28 per cent showed a preference for conventional teaching approaches.
A university did a survey where undergraduate students were in the first and second year of study, all of which had just begun using the VLE. All students became undergraduates of the Faculty of Teacher Education. 111 out of 224 students answered the questionnaire. All learners had a home computer and internet access. The majority students, 75%, use a computer for Online study on a regular basis, and some use it many times a week or month (Mogus, 2012).
  In summary, the VLEs have a variety of studies documented beneficial impacts in diverse contexts like improve technical skills, flexibility, students are more involved in class activities and other. They will encourage reflection, adapt to the needs of students, increase motivation and trust, enhance learning preparedness and, generally speaking, improve the performance of course evaluations.
 Technology has a positive general effect on culture. While it has many advantages, there are also disadvantages, particularly for young people. Unnecessarily high use of technology may have a detrimental effect on young people's physical, behavioural, social, and emotional wellbeing. This can contribute to pathological patterns, such as technical dependency (Halupa, 2016).
  There are many other disadvantages. For example, many people are conditioned to do multiple tasks while they are on a device, considering statistics that indicate that 98% of users are not successful at multiple tasks. The second negative factor is to get lost in the information. Based on each student's preferred style, someone can feel confused because they cannot ask the teacher for explanation in real time. Others can need lessons that are more visual, or auditory than usually is delivering on online classes.
The dissatisfaction with technology is another significant factor. While contemporary studies are focused on technology and students are good at using it you may find that some students do not feel good about using technology. In this situation, you may come across students who find they have two challenging tasks in mind: acquiring knowledge and understanding of the virtual software learning environment which for them is difficult to accomplish both. Online learning environment cannot be the most successful way to show someone how to do something in practice. It also does not provide human-to-human interaction, which can limit the chances for good teamwork and role-playing, brainstorming, or conversation.
  The great news is that when you start your training in a virtual classroom, you do have the option of complementing your training with personal classroom training if required. In the meantime, reap the various advantages of using digital learning systems. Furthermore, depending on the situation, students may return to traditional lessons when possible (Johnson, 2019).
Conclusion
In conclusion there are many advantages and disadvantages to virtual learning environments. It is important that students are well trained and involved in studies and communication so that they do not feel good emotionally and mentally. Even if many would prefer traditional studies, sometimes exceptional situations happen when we have to study from home, and clearly the online environment acts differently on each person, it is important to support each other. On the other hand, we have a positive experience for most students who get good results.
Online studies can be useful, but it is always important to analyse them using the most popular platforms and always perfecting this system and obviously questioning the students in order to make the necessary changes so that the students feel comfortable during these studies.
Student feedback and system observation are way to analyse impact of VLE. Moodle is one of the most important platforms for online studies, research and analyse the impact of VLE. From my experience I can say that Moodle has been and is quite useful for me and when I encounter some ambiguities, I can contact the IT service or fill out a questionnaire with feedback about my experience and what it could improve. I believe that online studies are the beginning of changes in the educational system and adjusting to the preference of the majority, most students will feel comfortable to use it and in the future we will have more and more institutions with online studies because it can save money, time and be more efficient than traditional studies.
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