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The Hannibal 1694
The practice of slavery, in all its forms, is both morally repugnant and vile. Unfortunately, versions of this practice are still utilised today, spreading across most of the world. However, the vast majority of the global population are unaware of the existence of modern slavery. Instead, when asked about this topic, they imagine black people picking cotton in the Americas. Most do not know about the transatlantic slave trade, its complexity, and what a divisive topic it is. 
Historians utilise records, accounts, artifacts, and databases in their examination of all historical topics, the slave trade is no exception. All aspects of this trade, including the transportation of slaves from Africa to the Americas are scrutinised using these materials. The Slave Voyages Database, is an extremely useful archive, from which a wealth of information can be examined. This includes material relating to specific voyages, the ships utilised, the ship owners, cargo records and much more 
The Royal African Company was a British company that is heavily featured in this database. Formed during the reign of Charles II (1660), it was initially formed as the Company of Royal Adventurers.  Trading to Africa, the enterprise only lasted for seven years, because it “collapsed under mounting debts in 1667[footnoteRef:1]” following the war with the Netherlands. However, in 1672 it was reinstituted with another royal charter, this time under the name Royal African Company. Operating from ports such as Bristol, London, and Liverpool, the ships targeted predominantly west African coastal ports. It is estimated that the Royal African Company transported 5000 slaves a year to the Americas.  [1:  Sarah Pruitt, “What Was the Royal African Company?”, History, April 27th 2016, (Accessed November 12th 2023), Available from: https://www.history.com/news/what-was-the-royal-african-company ] 

One of the Ships utilised as part of their fleet, was the Hannibal, a 36-gun, 450 tonne ship akin to a frigate. For the 1694 voyage, the ship had a crew of 70, and the captain, was 29-year-old Thomas Phillips. A Welsh man, Phillips was born, raised, and lived in Brecon. As Captain, Philips held a stake in the success of his voyage, however, his principal financer and benefactor, was the politician and merchant, Sir Jeffery Jeffreys. Jeffreys’ held interests in both the Royal African and East India Companies respectively. He made sizable profits from the slave trade, to both the Americas and West Indies. Philips’ placement within the company was because Sir Jeffreys’ “recommend me and the ship to the royal African company of England; from whom, upon his account, I found acceptance[footnoteRef:2]”.  [2:  Elizabeth Donnan, “Documents illustrative of the history of the slave trade to America”, Octagon Books, Volume 1, Pages 392-410, 1969, (Accessed November 14th 2023), Available from: http://www.virtualjamestown.org/DonnanVoyageCombine.pdf ] 

Using the slave voyage database and Philips’ log, the overall route the Hannibal took over the course of the voyage can be traced. Initially it sailed from Gravesend heading to the west coast of Africa. It stopped in Monrovia and Cape Coast Castle to trade goods brought from England. The corn and other supplies that they traded for, were needed to keep the slaves fed, after their purchase. The kingdom of Whydah, modern day Benin, and the city of Ouidah was a major point from which slaves were bought and then shipped. It was in this city that the Hannibal purchased 700 slaves. Figures from the database inform that, 66.1% (approximately 462) were men, 26.9% (188) were women, 5.6% (39) were boys and 1.3% (9) were girls. Once the slaves were stowed on board, the voyage continued on to Sao Tome (St Thomas), then to Barbados where the slaves were sold. The return voyage was back to London, via the Isle of Scilly. 
The data that is presented in this format is very clinical. However, the journey between Africa and Barbados, across the middle passage, was horrific and highlights the disgusting reality of the transatlantic slave trade. During this journey there were no ports where ships could stop for provisions, therefore everything that was needed was carried on board. However, slaving companies often purchased the minimum provisions required for both the crew and the slave cargo. This led to malnutrition and diseases spreading through the ship. Often, “in bad weather the oppressive heat and noxious fumes in the unventilated and unsanitary holds caused fevers and dysentery, with a high mortality rate[footnoteRef:3]”. It is unsurprising that these diseases, along with an outbreak of smallpox, resulted in the Hannibal having a 47% death rate. In total 329 of the slaves, and some of the crew died.   [3:  The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica, “Middle Passage”, Brittanica, July 2nd 2015, (Accessed November 16th 2023), Available from: https://www.britannica.com/topic/Middle-Passage-slave-trade ] 

The percentage mortality on board the Hannibal is shocking today. However, even by contemporaneous standards, the losses were too high. Historian, Philip Curtin assesses, “The Royal African Company’s records of total purchases and total deliveries over the period 1680-88 indicate a mean loss in transit of 23.4 per cent[footnoteRef:4]”. This percentage, on average, decreased as the Royal African Company continued to trade. This was due to quicker routes, better treatments for diseases, and better treatment of the cargo. If the, double the average mortality rate, had continued then the voyages would have been perceived as failures which resulted in significant monetary losses. The slaves that the Hannibal landed were estimated by Phillips to be worth £19 each, therefore the cargo on the 1694 voyage totalled £7068, a massive amount during this time period. [4:  Philip D Curtin, “The Atlantic Slave Trade: A Census”, University of Wisconsin Press, Page 299, 1972, (Accessed November 15th 2023), Available from: https://www-fulcrum-org.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/epubs/kk91fp08d?locale=en#page=299 ] 

Unfortunately, there is no information regarding the names of those slaves who survived the crossing, or those who perished far from their home and families on the Hannibal. They would sadly join thousands of nameless men, women and children who died scared, without hope and caged. However, for the millions who survived the crossing, harsher conditions awaited. The West Indies, the American slave markets, and the plantations were infamous for their barbarity and brutality. Overall, Hannibal’s voyage tells us a lot about the bare nature of the slave trade. It highlights the risks and brutal conditions slave captains and organisations inflicted on the people forced into generations of servitude.  
Accessing and searching the Slave Voyages database for the general facts and figures associated with the Hannibal voyage of 1694 highlights the route, history, statistics, and data. Comparing this information with the actual log made by the captain during the trip, is even more insightful, as it gives a more emotional context to the events, rather that just statistical analysis. Researching historian commentaries, other organisations, books, and articles, also helped contextualise the truly horrific story of the Hannibal’s 1694 journey. 
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