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Introduction
In every sector of the world, law and order play a vital role in keeping the people of the societies and communities safe and secured. The law enforcers are active all the time to monitor and prevent any type of harmful occurrence from occurring in societies all over the world. The law enforcers use and apply many strategies, techniques and skills to monitor, investigate, and prevent any type of illegal activities (Avdija, 2014). The essay focuses on key models of evidence-based policing and their importance and evaluates the evidence-based policing models based on the police applications and their impacts.
Main Body
Evidence-Based Policing (EBP) is an approach that the law enforcers and police officers follow to make strategic decisions for the police department. The police officers have to make tactical decisions regularly and follow different techniques and strategies to research and solve different problems (Kyoungmi Huh, 2018). Through research and experiments, police officers find a way to approach certain situations and problems. The police make decisions based on evidence of what works best to solve specific problems. The police officers are trained to have the knowledge and adaptability of different tactics, rules, policies, activities, and procedures. This training and the knowledge of effective tactics and strategies allow the police officers to follow the rule and guidelines in all their activities and involvements. The evidence-based policing does not provide a direct solution to the problem, instead, it gives the knowledge of better ways to conduct any process.
Evidence-based policing relies on different requirements to be met to make it effective. The number of researches decides the amount of information and details available for the police officers to evaluate their decisions, strategies and techniques. The procedure and the result findings help the police officers understand each situation and how it can be managed and evaluated better (Heaton and Tong, 2015). Knowing the applied procedures and the findings from the experiment can be compared with the ideas generated by the police officers. In this way, the officers can identify the effectiveness and predict the results of their strategies and techniques. The data from the research and studies need to be available to the police officers, and the police department should be involved in all the research done by the researchers. This makes the police officers have knowledge about the research, and they can implement the research findings in different situations.
Hence, Evidence-Based Policing (EBP) provides practical solutions in the decision-making process and helps balance the strategies and techniques to ensure public security and safety in the communities and societies through effective police service (Lum et al., 2010). Through the effective Evidence-Based Policing (EBP) service, the police can meet the expectations of the people in the societies and communities by displaying the strategies and techniques. Evidence-Based Policing (EBP) implements different guidelines and rules for the law enforcers to follow to find the best solution and strategies for different problems. It can also enlighten the police department with the knowledge to handle different situations and prepare them to take certain and effective action for the problems.
There are several key models of Evidence-Based Policing, and these models ensure effective and better decision-making strategies and techniques by evaluating different aspects of the situations. In the police service, most of the incidents and occurrences are sudden. Hence, the police department needs to react as soon as possible to manage the situation and reduce the impacts of the incident as much as possible. Here’s where these models of Evidence-Based Policing come in. These models contain different strategies and techniques to evaluate each situation and generate better ways to handle it with adequate results. Among these models of evidence-based policing, critical incident decision-making and SARA models are the most common ones.
The critical incident decision-making model refers to the decision-making process of the law enforcer during sudden incidents that no one was prepared for. This type of incident represents uncertainty, complexity, limited time, and urgency within the control forces. For example, the Manchester bombings on London Bridge (Bennett, 2018). The incident was sudden, and the law enforcers had to act instantly to the terror attack. They had no preparation and no time to prepare. Hence, they had no idea of the circumstances and the possibilities. 
The Critical Incident Decision-Making model suggests collecting information and intelligence first to evaluate and understand the occurrence and all the aspects of the incident. Gathering this information is important in this type of incident to identify the severity level of the situation and take adequate measures to prevent any further harm affecting the society and its people (Roycroft and Roach, 2019). The critical incident decision-making model ensures the application of this measure and benefits the overall situation management and decision-making.  The model then ensures assessing the situation to identify threats and risks to generate different strategies and techniques to eliminate the identified risk factors of the incident. Hence, each action’s situation and results become clear to the law enforcers, who can carry out the strategies considering the departments' powers and policies. The law enforcers must work under the laws’ policies and procedures during this process. As the plans are clear, the critical incident decision-making model suggests identifying other options that might also serve the purpose. And lastly, the model mentions taking actions based on the decisions and strategies and reviewing the results to understand the outcomes thoroughly.
On the other hand, the SARA model represents a different tactic for engaging in decision-making. This model was first used in 1987 by the Newport News Virginia Police Department in all their responses, such as robberies, theft attempts, etc. (Sidebottom and Tilley, 2011). The police departments use this model to make effective decisions and conduct detailed analyses and research on different problems and their solutions. The SARA model stands for Scanning, Analysis, Response, and Assessment. As the mentioned elements represent, the SARA model primarily focuses on the results of the responses and the effectiveness of the decisions made during the response. 
To respond effectively in any type of situation, the SARA model suggests scanning the problems that need to be addressed during the period. Scanning the incidents or problems will ensure detailed knowledge about the elements and cause of the problem. As the cause of the problem becomes clear, and all the elements are identified, the model suggests proper analysis for possible options and finding root reasons for repeating the issues or incidents. Then the officers should respond to the problems with an evidence-based approach and implement action plans related to the response. Lastly, the model mentions the assessment and evaluation of the response and conducts detailed research on the effectiveness of the whole process. As mentioned earlier, the SARA model majorly focuses on the effectiveness and analysis of the response by law enforcers. These models offer great help in decision-making and the police officers should adopt them.
The above-mentioned models, critical incident decision-making and SARA represent the same purpose of helping the law enforcers and police officers in making decisions and strategies based on the situation and incident they face. Both these models offer different elements and strategies to figure out the severity of the situation and identify the risk factors and solutions to the factors as well. The models suggest gathering knowledge and information in the first place before facing the situation directly and preparing for the impact and outcomes of the incident or situation. Also, the models suggest an analysis of the problems and identifying the risks, threats, and factors that are contributing to the situation. These steps are equally important for law enforcers before getting involved in any situation (Martin, 2021). Avoiding the first two steps of the models will make the police officers lack the information and strategies they need to follow to reduce the situation’s impact and harm the whole decision-making process. The models also ensure the assessment of the responses and results to identify the effectiveness and success rates of the decisions and strategies the law enforcers followed. 
There are several differences between the Critical Incident Decision-Making model and SARA model as well. These differences make them completely different models that help the police department in different situations. The Critical Incident Decision-Making model is based on the ethics, values, proportionality, and sanctity of human life as it is applied in the critical and sudden incident-based decision-making processes. Hence, the model analyzes the incident and applies effective strategies to reduce the impact of the incident by understanding the situation's key elements and risk factors, as the above-mentioned application example represents. On the other hand, the SARA model is all about the steps it contains scanning, analyzing, response, and assessment. 
The Critical Incident Decision-Making model focuses on the effectiveness of the strategies and the decisions made by the law enforcers and assesses the immediate and long-term effects of the incident and situation. But the SARA model primarily focuses on the immediate success of the response and the effectiveness of the decisions and strategies based on the response (Weisburd et al., 2008). The Critical Incident Decision-Making model prioritizes the following of the law and policies imposed on the law enforcers and also identifies different options to evaluate different results and outcomes. The SARA model does not require any consideration of the rules and policies and the generation of multiple options and strategies. Therefore, the Critical Incident Decision-Making model is used in severe cases of incidents and complex sudden situations, and the SARA model is used in common incidents such as thefts, robberies, etc.
The police department is responsible for maintaining the law and order in societies and communities. They are responsible for enforcing the law, preventing crimes and illegal activities, investigating incidents, detecting risks, etc. The police department and each one of the police officers ensure peace in the society and make it harder for the criminals and law offenders to commit crimes and break the law (Barton and Barton, 2011). The officers also evaluate and investigate different crime scenes and situations and apply different strategies to find better results in the inquiry. This is where the Evidence-Based Policing models take place and help the police officers follow the elements of these models and produce effective decisions and strategies. 
The police officers working for the safety of people and maintaining the order and law must maintain their roles and responsibilities by evaluating their strategies and decisions by following different decision-making models applicable to different situations. As mentioned earlier, the main purpose and responsibility of the police and law enforcers are to ensure public safety, prevent criminal activities, investigate incidents, and identify risks to take instant actions. To maintain all of these aspects, the police officers must understand each situation based on the models applicable to the situation (Rogers and Gravelle, 2012). Each one of the officers must understand each step and element of the models that are applied in the situation. The understanding will help the police department in accurately executing the strategy and decision in solving the problems in a different incident. It will also increase the possibility of generating more options that might be more effective than the previous ones. This effectively impacts the officer’s values, ethics, and knowledge about handling different situations instantly and maintaining the rules and policies.
As mentioned earlier, tactical decision-making is a common aspect for the police officers working to protect law and order, and the law enforcement department adopts these decision-making models to respond effectively to the situations. Effective decision-making is important in each situation as it decides the outcome and result of the situation (Emerson, 2013). If the police officers make effective decisions, the situations can bring positive results and outcomes. When the officers fail to make effective decisions, there can be severe risks depending on the severity of the situation. The decisions made by the police officers affect the citizens, society, state, and country as well. Therefore, the models play a vital role in balancing the strategies and ensuring effective decision-making by the police department.
Conclusion
The importance of the police departments in societies and communities is vast as the law enforcers ensure the wellbeing and safety of the citizens living all around the world. Hence, it is important for law enforcers and police officers to understand the model that is used to evaluate and generate the decisions to respond to the situations and incidents. Properly understanding each element and step is important to follow the responsibilities effectively of each police officer and law enforcer.
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