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	Module Code
	

	Title
	Field and Lab Skills

	Date
	16/02/2021
	Level
	4
	Credits
	20

	Pre-Requisites
	None




AIM(S)
· To familiarise students with practical field skills such as species ID, survey techniques and mapping, while giving them a chance to apply their lecture room learning in person. To introduce a variety of lab skills and practices, often with samples the students will have gathered in the field themselves. These will be skills that the students can return to throughout their degree.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:
· Demonstrate a fundamental knowledge of lab safety and hygiene practices, including how to preserve specimens and eliminate cross-contamination
· Understand how to perform a variety of practical conservation skills in the field
· Understand better how to design practical experimental design
· Have a fuller understanding and appreciation of their other learnings thanks to hands-on experience

INDICATIVE CONTENT
· Learning the Scientific Method
· Introduction to lab safety and hygiene. Carrying out risk assessments
· Lab work including soil sampling, water quality monitoring, etc.
· Basic introduction to GIS, Excel and Descriptive Stats
· Surveying e.g. using quadrats, transects etc.
· ID work – tree species, birds, grasses, lepidoptera etc.
· Field trips with local conservation organisations to carry out practical tasks and to network within the industry
· Use of computer models, both to learn practical skills (e.g. mark-recapture surveying, capture-with-removal, etc.) and using predictive models (e.g. climate trajectories)



Study Time Allocation

The study time for the module is divided as follows:

	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	48
	24%

	Independent learning
	152
	76%

	Placement learning
	
	

	TOTAL
	200
	100%



ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1
(Tick one)
	☐	Written exam
	☒	Coursework
	☐	Practical



	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Fieldwork Notebook 
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Students are required to complete a working Fieldwork Notebook, which will include their methodologies and observations from their practical work (4000 words).
	100%






Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	

	Coursework
	100%

	Practical
	

	TOTAL
	100%




INDICATIVE READING LIST


	Module Code
	

	Module Title
	Lab and Field Skills

	Classification
	Reading List entry
	Electronic*

	Essential
	Chalmers et al., 1989. Fieldwork and statistics for ecological projects: the OU project guide 2nd ed., Shrewsbury: Field Studies Council.
	☐

	Essential
	Jones, A., Duck, R., Reed, R., and Weyers, J. (1999) Practical Skills in Environmental Science. London: Pearson Education
	☐

	Essential
	Sutherland, W.J., 2000. The conservation handbook: techniques in research, management and policy. Oxford: Blackwell Science.
	☐

	Further
	Bosco, F. J. and Moreno, C. M. (2009). Fieldwork. In: R Kitchin and N Thrift, eds. 2009. International Encyclopedia of Human Geography. 1st ed. Netherlands: Elsevier
	☐

	Further
	
	☐

	Further
	
	☐

	Further
	
	☐

	Further
	
	☐

	Further
	
	☐

	Further
	
	☐






