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Task 1

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 
Vulnerability and Risk, Evidence-based policing

You must choose serious and complex investigation in which you played a significant role with a victim of crime and reflect on what happened. 

	
Give a brief description of the investigation including social and legislative contexts and any relevant cultural, ethnicity and language issues. 

Critically evaluate the appropriateness of different approaches (by professionals and the police) in supporting or managing vulnerable people or people at risk of harm during the investigative process

Explore what works in relation to tackling repeat victimisation and repeat offending during this investigation. Consider the use of evidence-based policing. 

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





ANSWER:

This essay will look at an investigation in relation to the offence of affray which took place in a domestic context, the offence essentially constitutes a person who through their words and actions cause a person of reasonable firmness to fear for their personal safety (Public Order Act 1986). The offence itself was alleged to be that the partner of the victim had during an argument made a threat to kill, picked up a knife and continued to threaten the victim at which point she left the property going into the back garden and a male lodger witnessed this part of the incident. The police were called and arrived at which point the victim was still in the garden, the suspect and lodger were still in the property neither had possession of a knife. There was a child present in the property at the time which prompted social services involvement this will be discussed in terms of their and police reduction of risk. In addition to this, the people in this incident spoke limited English and this will be explored. The essay will then look at repeat victimisation and repeat offending considering evidence-based policing while doing so. This essay will consider this though the use of Gibbs reflective Cycle, this cycle consists of description as done above, feelings, evaluation, analysis, conclusion and actions plan (Gibbs, 1988)

In relation to other professionals’ reduction of risk which in this case relates to social services they undertook a “section 47” initially which is essentially a statutory investigation where a specific concern is looked at which aims to ascertain whether a child is likely to suffer or is suffering significant harm (Children Act 1989). Significant harm has no statutory definition but is defined as a threshold for compulsory intervention in the lives of children who had suffered from parental or carer maltreatment or severe neglect (Brandon & Thorburn , 2008). This threshold is used often and is the threshold for whether a child is placed on the child protection register which comes with increased statutory visits and means that social services are taking the view that the child is at significant risk of harm and intervention is required to reduce this risk and prevent the child from suffering further significant harm. As with Gibbs 1988, reflecting on this I feel that this is a sensible approach to safeguarding, to look at a specific concern and assess the risk in relation to this risk. 

The prevailing theory used in relation to safeguarding children in the UK is Signs of Safety (SoS). This theory is used in more than 200 jurisdictions worldwide (Caffrey & Browne, 2022) and more than half the jurisdictions in England (Mary, Ixer, & Manthorpe, 2020). The theory outlines an approach which involves giving families a genuine opportunity to demonstrate they can protect their children, building on solution focused and strengths-based practice (Caffrey & Browne, 2022). This consists of working with families to identify areas of strength, what risks there are and how significant they are. It also involves looking at what the risks are and looking at mitigating factors which can reduce the level of risk and likelihood of harm which in this instance would be things such as other family members, school support and willingness to abide by safety plan’s/engage with services.   

The theory outlines methods for which this work is undertaken by social services which consists of direct work to be undertaken namely, three columns which consist of, “What are we worried about?”, “What is working well?” and “What needs to happen?” (Baginsky, Manthorpe, & Moriarty, 2021)This involves undertaking direct work with the children and parents/guardians around what they feel is currently worrying them, in this instance this could be professionals being concerned about the use of knife in relation to the incident and the risk this creates in relation to the domestic situation as well as the risk to the child when considering the risk of serious harm. You would also consider what is working well (Mills & Stanley , 2014) which could be things like the children are attending school regularly and therefore are seen by professionals on a regularly basis which in turn reduces the risk. The final of the three questions looks at what needs to change, in this instance this could be the removal of the suspect from the house as the risk to the victim is so high.  


Critically evaluating and reflecting (Gibbs, 1988) this approach to the management of risk while the investigation is underway, the method of safeguarding is backed by the SOS method which has extensive research most of which suggest this to be an effective method (Roy, 2022). It seems to be the case that this method is based on cooperation from the people which it seeks to protect and if someone was to decline to engage with the method it would be far less effective although, if the risk is high enough social services can go down a public law outline route and look to remove children if a lack of engagement increases the risk to a level making this approach necessary. However, with engagement it seems apparent that an ongoing adaptive approach regularly reviewed during the course of an investigation based on understanding the needs of the victim and risk would be an effective method to reduce risk to the victim. 

The police will obviously look at ways of protecting vulnerable people and people at risk during the course of the investigation. The method which the police use to assess this is threat, harm, risk, investigation, vulnerability and engagement (THRIVE) (Williams, 2023). This is the method by which the police look to assess the level of risk during the course of the investigation. This means looking at the significance of the threat which in this instance was the use of a knife and increases the risk significantly, the risk which in this instance was high being increased by the incident being domestic in nature, the investigation in terms of how long it will take and what it will entail, vulnerability which in this instance was increased by the limited English and lack of family support and engagement which in this instance was limited as the victim withdrew her complaint almost immediately after giving it. 

The police often use bail as a method of safeguarding victims and preventing interference with an investigation. Bail in this instance was used as a method of safeguarding the victim, it was used to prevent the suspect from contacting the victim by any means whatsoever which in this instance prevent the risk of further harm to the victim and to the child which was present in the property. The suspect would be liable to arrest should he be found to be breaching this at any point. 

Reflecting and analysis (Gibbs, 1988) on the risk assessment method, it seems effective in relation to assessing risk as it does take a wholistic approach and considers all relevant factors in relation to the risk. This gives a more accurate understanding of the level of risk and can influence what conditions needs to be put in place to safeguard the victim. Bail conditions can be effective when they are followed although, it is not an offence which you can be convicted off when you breach it. As such, it leads to arrest and could potentially lead to a remand however, if the investigation is not complete officers are in a way limited in options. They can remand to safeguard the victim, and the suspect goes to the next available court where it may be a case of bailing from court which then does carry an offence in relation to the breach of court bail. However, it is not always the case that a breach of bail conditions necessarily means the conditions for remand are met in the view of the custody officer. In this instance officer’s options are very limited. 

Moving to look at reoffending, repeat victimisation and how to prevent this during the course of this investigation. According to the ministry of justice in the most recently published statistics in the UK in every measured category reoffending has increased in every measured category (Ministry of Jutsice, 2024). In this instance that includes, children, adults, adults specifically released from custody or starting court orders and adults released from custodial sentences of less than 12 months. The overall rate of reoffending including all categories from July to September 2022 was 26.5% increasing 1.3% from the same period in 2021 (Ministry of Jutsice, 2024). Repeat victimisation is broadly defined as someone who is the victim of the same crime more than once (Sammons & Putwain, 2019). This case relates to domestic abuse and in relation to this the number of domestic abuse related incidents reported to police in England and Wales in the year ending March 2022 was 1.5 million according to the Office for National Statistics (ONS) (ONS, 2022).

There are multiple difference approaches which are used to reduce risk of repeat offending in domestic abuse incidents like this one and one of such incidents which is commonly used is mandatory arrest for both repeat offending and domestic violence. The general principle is simple, if officers attend and incident where an offence is committed, and the incident relates to domestic violence or repeat offending officers must arrest however an arrest necessity under code G of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act (PACE) (PACE, 1984). Generally, in the circumstances of domestic abuse, protect a vulnerable adult will apply due to the inherit vulnerability of domestic violence victims, and in the case of repeat offenders a prompt and effective investigation will often apply due to the recidivism of the offences being committed although, neither would be absolute. The general idea being this reduces risk to victims and reduces repeat offending however, a meta-analysis of the research suggests that reconsideration of mandatory arrest polices is suggested as arrest is not likely to serve as a deterrent for perpetrators of domestic violence (Hoppe, Yan, Hayes , & Bills, 2020). However, there were conflicting results in some cases and this research is from the United States of America (USA) as opposed to the UK. 

When discussing the reduction of reoffending in the UK it would be remiss to not consider the probation service. The probation service manages offenders in an effort to prevent re-offending following release from custody. It has been shown that broadly this is an effective method in reducing recidivism however, this is based on a number of factors, “type and frequency of supervision, supervisor skills workload and offender characteristics” (Smith , et al., 2018) Over quite some time as with police, social services, health and virtually all services including the probation service have adopted a muti-agency approach to their practice to improve the effectiveness of their work which in the case of the probation service was adopted as the integrated offender management (IOM). The general principle as with all multi-disciplinary approaches is the multiple areas of expertise to support people leads to better outcomes. It has been demonstrated through research this was effective in reducing risk and re-offending comparing the quantitively the number of arrests and risk assessment scores of offending reduces in the 18months post IOM introduction as opposed to pre-IOM introduction (Sleath & Brown , 2017). 

Looking at the action plan stage of Gibbs 1998, I think what I would do differently is engage further with the other professional’s approach as shown above the multiciliary approach seems to be more effective. As such I think my being more involved in this process would lead to a reduction in repeat victimisation in addition to a better understanding of any cultural issues that could arise. It seems police should engage more with this profile although, it seems practically this is easier said than done as police do work shift patterns which make work with 9-5 workers more difficult in addition to the consistent need to respond to emergencies.


Reflecting on this using (Gibbs, 1998) and concluding, different approaches are taken by different professionals and police to support vulnerable people and people at risk of harm during an investigation. It seems evident that each approach has its merits in their various attempts to safeguard victims and reduce risk although, they do differ quite significantly service to service. This essay has outlined how three professions approach this and given a limited evaluation to the appropriateness of this. Including the effectiveness of this in relation to this investigation touching on how this has been effective nationally and briefly abroad. The degree to which police and professionals are successful is obviously questionable based on the most current statistics on reoffending, although a multiagency approach seems broadly as outlined to be more affective than a single agency approach to keeping offenders at a lower level of risk of recidivism and likely by association victims safer. However, in terms of reoffending it is evident that this is increasing not decreasing. Although, there could be a myriad of reasons for this which would be outside the scope of this essay although, being a second language English speaker does seem to be a factor which increases risk as outlined. 
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Task 2

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 


Conducting Investigations

You should choose an serious and complex investigation that you have been involved in that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role.


	
Critically evaluate the processes employed in a complex investigation you have been involved in, and the fast-track actions that you have utilised.


Evaluate the support you have provided to victims, witnesses, and offenders (where appropriate) during a complex investigation and reference the management of your own personal values and attitudes in relation to this.

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





Answer: 

This essay will focus on a complex investigation which consisted of 15 offences committed in a single day. The reason for the complex nature of the investigation is the sheer number of offences which were investigated and the variation of evidence used was extremely large. I will not list all 14 offences however, in essence this related to a domestic incident involving a knife and assault, a number of traffic offences and a number of offences against police, assault, criminal damage and racially aggravated public order which was combined two counts of racially aggravated harassment. This essay will explore this investigation looking at some of the more complex methods of investigation used and move on to look at the support that was provided to the victims and offender. The methods of investigation that will be focused on are forensics, the support provided will focus on the victim and support provided in relation to domestic abuse as this instance was in part domestic in nature. This essay will use the Driscoll model of reflection which is simple, “what?”, “So what?” and “Now what?” (Driscoll, 2006) very basically this means description, analysis, proposed actions to improve. In the later half of this essay this essay will use Kolb’s experiential learning cycle to reflect (Bassot, 2024)  

Starting to look at the investigative element, the beginning of this domestic incident took place in a house in which the defendant allegedly assaulted his partner the victim, cutting her with a kitchen knife and chased their teenage son out of the house and a friend with said knife. The injuries were not life altering or threatening and amounted to actual bodily harm (ABH) Offences Against the Person Act 1861. This offence consists of injuries which are generally lower-level bruises or small cuts and scrapes. Forensics were undertaken to the scene, there was what turned out to be the small amounts of the victim’s blood on the knife, doorhandle and floor where the assault took place. The knife and swabs from the scene could be sent for forensic analysis which confirm that this is in fact the victim’s blood potentially using Loop mediated isothermal amplification (LAMP) (Harbison & Sijen, 2021). This method can provide higher accuracy in relation identifying people based on bodily fluid by utilising multiple primers and higher temperatures (Harbison & Sijen, 2021). The process for this is exceptionally complex and generally slow, it involves a significant amount of paperwork to request, approval from an inspector and it takes a significant amount of time. In this instance the forensic became necessary at a later time when in court as completing them within the custody clock is not realistic, excluding extremely serious investigations which this was not. 

Looking at this reflectively using the Driscoll model (Driscoll, 2006), what happened was forensic evidence was gathered due to the seriousness of the incident. This was looked at in relation to who’s blood it was and where it was which although it does speak to the nature of the offence it would not prove anything. Blood on the knife which was found on the knife in the property and the defendant DNA being on the handle does support the victim’s account. However, when reflecting on this more in depth thinking of the investigation you would expect to find his DNA all over the house including the knife as he lives there, and the knife was recovered from the bed in which he would normally sleep. In terms of now what, this would mean looking what other lines of enquire I could look at which would either support or undermine the victims account, is there other forensic work that could be done to give an indication of how the blood came to be where it was? 

Further to the previous question an avenue which could have been employed would be blood splatter analysis. This essentially relates to attempting to extrapolate the circumstances of blood being present by the way form which it takes when discovered. However, the body of research around this seems to suggest that it is not a very well tested method of forensic science as well as prone toa significant amount of error (Williams , Norman , & Home , 2021). This research suggests that with the “Z” axis being height/distance from the floor, the “Y” axis being orientation being along the wall and the “X” axis being distance from the main wall the Z axis possibly has an error rate as high as 63.67% (Williams , Norman , & Home , 2021). This is for police forensic work a margin for error that practically for a court is going to being next to redundant alone as it is so often wrong. This is due to the standard of proof, which is required at the level of criminal conviction, beyond all reasonable doubt. This essentially means a jury should only convict if sure (Green, 2014). It would be erroneous to suggest something with this error rate would ever be alone enough to convict although it could be useful in forming an overall picture in relation to an investigation.

Reflecting on this part of the investigation using Driscoll’s model (Driscoll, 2006) what we could have done is had forensic analysis of the scene to attempt to ascertain a reasonable idea of how the blood came to be where it was. Looking at “So what?”, this could be useful as an indication as the circumstances which lead to the scene being as it was found, although this is not the most reliable method of investigation as stated above. However, looking at it as an indication to be combined and supported with other evidence such as the victim or defendant account of events could make it a useful piece of the investigation so in terms of what “what now?”. It is looking for further evidence which may support is discredit an account given by this method. 

Looking first at the support which was provided to the victim’s, the first step in relation to proving support to victims which is completed before the end of the officer’s tour of duty is a public protection notification (PPN), this relates to both crime and non-crime related incidents. According to the college of policing non-crime incidents such as safeguarding, vulnerability and public protection account for 84% of calls to the police in the UK (College of Policing , 2015). This is interesting as it seems apparent that the police’s primary focus is enforcing and upholding the law although, it seems based on these numbers to be more broad public protection. When a PPN is submitted the primary agency, these are shared with are social services as they provide support in relation to a broad number of domains (Coulshed & Orme, 2006). Social services provide support in relation to adults, children, mental health, substance misuse, alcohol and various disabilities, essentially everything which is not strictly clinical (Coulshed & Orme, 2006). This is why a number of referrals made by police are going to go to social services with 3466 referrals made just to social services in one local authority in Wales in one year (Ford, et al., 2020). This seems an extremely high amount for one local authority as it would mean on average between nine and ten PPN’s are shared with social services every day. According to this source of the only 4.8 percent resulted in social services intervention (Ford, et al., 2020), this seems to be an extremely low number suggesting that of 3466 PPN’s which were submitted only 166 resulted in actual support which equates to the 4.8% which seems woefully low.

Looking at this through Kolb’s experimental learning cycle (Bassot, 2024) which looks at concrete experience, reflective observation, abstract conceptualisation and active experimentation. In this instance the concrete experience (Bassot, 2024) relates to the submission of the PPN which in this instance did result in support. Reviewing this based on the information which I have discussed above, it appears that based on the above information the person reviving support from social services would not actually be the normal from submitting a PPN. Although, my observation and reflection (Bassot, 2024) in this case the children and parent received support, the child from children services and the victim receiving support in relation to domestic violence. Although, if this had not been the case I could have provided information and advice in relation to services which she could contact herself to receive support. Essentially there are other options outside of a PPN which are available to provide support. In terms of abstract conceptualisation (Bassot, 2024) it appears that a PPN may not be sufficient in relation to providing support to victims which would be what I have learnt from this. In terms of active experimentation (Bassot, 2024) it may be a case that officers should take a more proactive role in providing support to improve levels of support offered to victim. Although, this research would not show that advice and assistance given would improve this, this would need to be put in to practice, possibly further research in relation to victims’ engagement with advice given.

Looking specifically at domestic abuse now, the estimated domestic abuse victims in England and Wales in the year ending March 2023 was approximately 2.1 million with approximately nine hundred thousand recorded by police and approximately forty thousand charged (Office for National Satistics , 2023). This works out to a conviction rate of 4.4% from reported incidents to conviction although this seems very poor the percentage charged which are convicted is 82.76 (Office for National Satistics , 2023) based on the figures given by the ONS. This is positive considering that the overall rate of conviction post charge is 75.8% according to the crown prosecution service (Crown Prosecution Service , 2024). So, based on these figures it is fair to say that the police are supporting victims by getting prosecution as a result of charges for which the percentage seems very good. Although, considering the number reported and going unreported compared with actual overall conviction the opposite could be said. It seems to be a case of what figures you choose to consider to be pertinent and as such you could use the data to present either view neither of which is inaccurate.

So, with the above considered it would be pertinent to ask whatever your stance on the above statistics whether does conviction prevent re-offending and as such as it seems almost tautological that if re-offending is prevented this would be of great support to victims. Unfortunately, according to the college of policing this does not appear to be largely effective. They claim that the domestic abuse reoffending rate is 38% overall and a staggering 98% for “high harm high risk offenders selected for drive case management” (College of Policing, 2024). 

In this instance, the defendant was convicted of a number of offences, reflecting on this considering the above using Kolb’s experiential learning cycle (Bassot, 2024). The experience is attaining multiple convictions which I would have thought would impact re-offending in a positive way. However, reflecting on the observation made above, it seems evident that for quite a large percentage this is not the case and for the more high-risk victims this appears to much less effective which is evidentially quite worrying. Looking at abstract conceptualisation (Bassot, 2024) it appears that the lesson learnt is that conviction alone is not often going to be enough, it would indicate that outside support is required. However, from earlier in this essay it seems that the standard police process of PPN’s certainly has limitations to say the least. In terms of active experimentation (Bassot, 2024) it seems unfortunate, but the overall outlook does appear to be rather bleak in terms of a success rate for protecting victims of domestic abuse, it seems evident that more needs to be done in relation to this. That being said, if police referrals go largely unanswered and conviction are less effective at preventing re-offending, I’m unsure what police should be doing to support victims more. 

Concluding this essay, the methods of investigation used are largely effective as shown above. The police clearly have access to a range of tools such as forensics which can be extremely effective in relation to proving or disproving offences although, not all of these methods are equal in their reliability. Reflecting on the effectiveness of domestic abuse support for victims, it seems an unfortunate conclusion but as evidenced above there is not positive conclusion in relation to the effectiveness of support which is provided to victims of domestic abuse. 
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