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Ethics And Foucault’s Triangle Of Power

The French philosopher and historian Michel Foucault proposed a link between power, truth and knowledge. Foucault stated that knowledge produces power, and power reproduces knowledge which in turn creates the truths which we believe within society. For example, when one decides to study medicine and become a doctor, they in turn find themselves in a position of power. From here, they can then both influence the medical industry, producing further knowledge within the field and also create new truths, particularly when dealing with those who do not understand medical terminology and cannot debate the truth which is being told to them. Although there are certain criticisms which can be said of this theory, for example the fact that issues can arise due to his exclusion of economic power as a determinant of the truths within society, in this essay I will not be attempting to criticise his theory, but instead focusing on the most ethical way for it to be implemented into society.

Foucault uses this theory to attempt to disregard the legitimacy of all that we know, arguing that all we know is determined by the power which told us that it is true. He quotes a certain Chinese encyclopaedia which categorized animals in an extremely vague and impractical manner and argues that it is deemed impossible for one who was taught differently to think in such a way. Whilst this seems to be the case within society, and is represented through concepts such as orientalism which governmental and media ‘powers’ push upon western societies to create an eastern ‘other’ with a different, and in their eyes incorrect, way of thinking, this does not mean that there is no ethically correct way of thinking, and no truths which should be accepted above all others.

Through the exploration of different truths developed by various powers, and by relating them to different ethical principles, we can conclude that even if Foucault is correct and all truths are developed by a power, there are still truths which should be held in higher regard than others, to ensure that we live in the most moral and ethical way possible. It can be argued that a harmony between truths may be the best approach, and therefore within society it is a possibility that there may be multiple truths answering the same question. Taking this approach towards the truths we believe can lead to a much greater harmony throughout the world, more acceptance of different views and opinions, and also a clearer guide to the most ethical way of living for all humans. If we decide to take Foucault’s theory as correct, it can be implemented to ensure that the right powers and truths are in place through negotiation and focus on the most ethical truths to believe.
