

In this explanation, the importance of ESDGC in Primary Education will be discussed and how the 7 themes of ESDGC may be implemented in lessons to help teach ESDGC, Science and the wider curriculum in the primary school. This will be shown throughout the lesson plans and resources created. The theme for foundation phase will be ‘Habitats’ and the theme for key stage two is ‘renewable vs non-renewable’. The first two lessons for foundation phase have been designed for a reception class and the last lesson for a year 2 class. All the lessons that have been designed for key stage 2 are for a year 5 class. 
Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship (ESDGC) ‘seeks to give learners, at all stages of education, an understanding of the impact of their choices on other people, the economy and the environment’ (DCELLS, 2008).  ESDGC has become a pinnacle cross curricular theme in education today with its holistic approach to education (DCELLS, 2008).  Cooper, Rotchell and Woolley (2010) believe that holistic development differs from models like the Helix model. They believe that skills like exploration and investigation benefit learning more than conceptual understanding. 
There are two aspects of ESDGC: Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship. Sustainable development is currently being defined at present as the needs of themselves with the needs of others in mind. However, there is now a bigger emphasis on how the need of today will affect the needs of those in the future. The Welsh government recognised that the ESDGC policy they created needed to emulate the Brundtland report 1987. The report states that sustainable development needs to ‘meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs’ (Brundtland, 1987). 
Oxfam (2018) notes that a global citizenship is defined as someone who is aware of the wider world and understands their place in it. Also, that they actively participate in their community and work towards making the world a more sustainable, equal and fair place to live. 
ESDGC has seven main themes which should be present throughout lessons and planned activities. The seven main themes are: the natural environment, climate change, consumption and waste, identity and culture, choices and decisions and health.
UNESCO (2018) believes that there is a need for improved access to education on sustainable development at every level. They note that educating learners about issues such as sustainable development and climate change need to be present in teaching and learning in order to live together sustainably. 
The Well-being for Future Generations Act (2015) hopes to improve the ‘social, economic, environmental and cultural well-being of Wales’ (Welsh Government, 2015). The law was introduced by the Welsh Government as it became apparent that Wales faces many challenges such as climate change and poverty both now and in the future. To ensure a better future for Welsh citizens, seven well-being goals were created: a prosperous Wales, a resilient Wales, a healthier Wales, a more equal Wales, a Wales of cohesive communities, a Wales of vibrant culture and thriving Welsh Language and a globally responsible Wales (Welsh Government, 2015).
ESTYN (2006) led various surveys some of which focused on the teaching of ESDGC in primary schools. It was found that both teachers and advisers did not understand fully the purpose, definition and benefits of ESDGC. They also discovered schools confidently taught the sustainable development aspect of ESDGC opposed to global citizenship. The recommendations that ESTYN produced were that students will need to be prepared for living in the 21st century and that ESDGC will enable this. 
From the surveys conducted, Professor Graham Donaldson and his team set out to analyse and review the curriculum and assessment arrangements in Wales. This led to Donaldson recommending a new curriculum for Wales. Within the new curriculum, Donaldson provided four purposes for the students of Wales. The four purposes are that all young people in Wales will be: ‘ambitious capable learners, enterprising creative contributors, healthy confident individuals and ethical informed citizens’ (Donaldson, 2015). The aims of the four purposes are to ensure that the young people of Wales are prepared so that they can continue to learn throughout their lives. To allow the next generation of Wales to participate in life and work to the best of their abilities as enterprisers. To enable the young people to live prosperous lives as members of their nation. Also, to be people of not only Wales but the rest of the world too. 
Donaldson’s report also recommended that the four purposes should be present throughout the newly proposed ‘six areas of Learning and Experience’ (Donaldson, 2015). The Council for Learning Outside the Classroom notes that ‘learning outside the classroom supports development of healthy and active lifestyles’ which further proves that Donaldson’s report has already began to resonate with educators and infiltrate education in Wales. 
It is hopeful that the new curriculum proposed by Professor Graham Donaldson will address the issues that arose from the previous attempt to teach sustainable development and global citizenship. Therefore, going ahead with the new curriculum proposed for 2020 the young people of Wales should gain a better understanding of how important it is to sustain the natural environment for future generations. Also, that being a global citizen will benefit their development as individuals to not only themselves but other nations they may visit in their lifetimes.  


The theme that has been chosen for the Foundation Phase is ‘Habitats’ as it is a cross curricular theme that incorporates ESDGC and the science and the wider curriculum. The theme also gives the children the opportunity to experience habitats with a hands-on approach as they will be actively discovering and creating their own habitats. 
The first lesson has the learning objective ‘to recognise different animal habitats and begin to describe them using simple terminology’. Through a carrousel of activities linked to senses and enhanced provision that requires thinking skills, the children will meet this learning objective. The children will be given 4 habitat areas to explore, 2 will be inside the classroom and 2 will be in the outside provision area. Here the children will be able to experiment and explore habitats such as mud or sand. 
The children will develop mechanical skills and oracy skills from the child led activity areas. One of the many literacy skills that will be promoted is ‘to use words, phrases and simple sentences’ and a numeracy skill that will be developed through the activities is ‘to sort and classify objects using one criterion’. 
The ESDGC theme that will be present throughout this lesson is ‘the natural environment’. This will be achieved as the children will be learning about 4 different natural habitats and how they differ. This will help the children to gain an understanding the natural environment and its habitats which in time will urge the children to be more considerate of animal habitats enforcing our need to respect our environment for those in the future. 
For the second lesson, the learning objective is ‘to create their own hedgehog habitat from natural resources collected on a woodland walk’. This lesson gives the children the opportunity to develop their creative skills and making choices and decisions as they will need to pick natural materials to build a hedgehog house. This lesson focusses on the ‘knowledge and understanding of the world’ part pf the foundation phase curriculum. Therefore, the skills that will be developed are ‘exploring and experimenting’ and thinking about ‘what if…’. 
This lesson also focusses on the ESDGC theme of ‘the natural environment’, as the children are able to physically engage with their local environment. This theme may be met through the woodland walk activity as the children may come across un-natural resources such as rubbish which will help them to think about how they should respect the earth before we ruin it for future generations. The Council for Learning Outside the Classroom (2009) notes that having outdoor learning experiences helps children to respect nature and how humans and nature have an interdependence.
The final lesson of the theme ‘habitats’ focuses of the ESDGC themes of ‘the natural environment’ and ‘climate change’ as the children will part take in a fieldwork trip to the National Botanic Garden of Wales. Once again, the children are being given the opportunity to immerse themselves into a natural habitat. This lesson they will focus primarily on a butterfly habitat and how NBGW have created ways of reducing their affect on climate change. This will allow the children to understand the theme of ‘climate change’ as they will hear from the butterfly expert their measures for reducing their own pollution to reduce their contribution to climate change. 
The theme for key stage 2 is ‘renewable vs non-renewable’, which is also a cross curricular theme that also teaches many of the ESDGC themes. The first lesson is a fieldwork trip to Mynydd y Betws wind farm located near Ammanford. The learning objectives of this lesson is to ‘understand how energy is generated from a wind turbine’ and to ‘discover how renewable energy is being made in Carmarthenshire’. The LNF framework will be present in this lesson as the children will ‘explain information and ideas’ whilst using ‘units of measurement’ (Welsh Government, 2013). 
The ESDGC themes that the children will explore throughout this lesson are: consumption and waste, climate change and natural environment. Climate change will be taught as the children will be taught the importance of renewable energy. The theme consumption and waste will feature in this lesson as the children will understand how we are running out of fossil fuels. 
The next lesson the children will have the chance to improve their presentation and reading skills as their task is to present one form of renewable energy that they think is best for Wales. The skills that the children may develop are ‘to explain information and ideas, exploring and using ways to be convincing’ and to ‘contribute to group discussion, taking some responsibility for completing the task well’ (Welsh Government, 2013).  The theme of ‘natural environment’ will be present in this lesson as children will be able to recognise how wales could better the natural environment by adopting more renewable energy sources. 
The final key stage two lesson incorporates the ESDGC theme of ‘climate change’ as the children will be given the opportunity to create their own wind turbines a form of renewable energy. This will allow the children to reflect on previous lessons where both non-renewable and renewable energy has been taught. Moreover, by the creating their own forms of renewable energy, the importance of renewable energy should resonate with them every time they look at the classroom display of their own wind farm. The children will also have the opportunity of improving their reading strategies as they will have to scan and skim to find information that will assist them in the building of their wind turbines (Welsh Government, 2013). 
In conclusion, it is evident that ESDGC needs to not only be a theme that is taught in education but a way of life that young people need to adopt; as their actions today will affect the next generation. There is a need for a higher priority towards living sustainably and global citizenship to not only help our nation of Wales but the entire world too. As outlined, the young people of Wales need to adopt better ways of being sustainable in order to preserve the natural environment for the future generations. Moreover, being a global citizen is also highly important for the young generation of Wales so that they preserve the cultural diversity in Wales and to play an active part in the economy. Just as Mahatma Gandhi states ‘earth provides enough to satisfy every man’s needs, but not every man’s greed’ (Gandhi and Jack, 2005). 
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