In this assignment the main goal is to critically examine the various ways Judaea-Christian sources have represented the Emperor Nero. It is also an aim of this piece, to attempt to understand how these representations of Nero could have influenced future generations. One of the biggest pieces of Nero’s personal history with the Abrahamic religions would the great fire of Rome where it has been reported that only four of ancient Rome’s fourteen districts were left standing. Tacitus has told us that Nero at this time was extremely distressed with the information leaking that he was behind the cause of the great fire, which Nero desperately tried to suppress until he had received an idea to turn the religion of Christianity into a scapegoat for the fire which resulting in the mass torture and execution of those following Christianity.
Looking at a modern scholiastic interpretation of theses events, Paul Keresztes takes interesting standpoint on the matter, in his academic article Nero, the Christians and the Jews in Tacitus and Clements of Rome. In this piece of scholarship on Tacitus interpretation of the events, Keresztes investigates the dramatization of Tacitus and how it influences his storytelling of the events behind the prosecution of the Christians.  In his articles the point that gather’s interest would be Keresztes challenging the prosecution of Christians due to the wording that Tacitus about Christians that had confessed, “This is a certainly critical problem that, if the traditional interpretation is accepted, raises the question of responsibility for the fire.”[footnoteRef:1] Looking that this we can infer how Christian sources influenced the perception of Nero during the great fire of Rome. Tacitus shows us an point of view, of an Roman senator on Christians during the time and in his writings Tacitus consistency shows no sympathy towards the horrors inflicted upon the Christians but although Tacitus isn’t empathic about the situation he does provide the useful resources that shows that whilst Tacitus hints towards Nero being to blame he does state that some Christians had confessed to the crimes, whether because of torture or guilt it does leave behind a trial to follow. [1:  Keresztes, 1984, pp. 405] 

Moving onto an ancient Christian source, we would look at Tertullian whom has been dubbed the father of Latin Christianity, In his book Apologeticus 
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