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[bookmark: _Toc150726830]Introduction

This report will cover numerous information and sections, one being why I have chosen Quantity Surveying as a course to study. I will cover previous experience of being in the construction industry. I will provide real-world examples, covering cost and environmental issues within the industry. Furthermore, I will list what a quantity surveyor will tend to do daily. Finally, I’ll conclude my report as well as correctly reference information.

1. [bookmark: _Toc150726831]Why I have chosen Quantity Surveying

During the last twelve years, I have been working on different construction sites across Wales as a Carpenter, four of those as a Site Supervisor. I have dealt with and been around different professions, including Quantity Surveyors. Having had conversations and revealing information with different types of people, I was interested in doing something similar. During my time as a Carpenter and being around different trades and managerial types, I experienced all types of issues that may arise, including material wastage and jobs needing to be completed on time. This is where I thought I could use my experience to potentially deal with some of these issues by becoming a Quantity Surveyor, hoping to completely rectify or at least minimise some of these issues in construction. Being around quantity surveyors and seeing problems that could be fixed has been my motivation for choosing Quantity Surveying as a course to study.

[bookmark: _Toc150726832]1.1 Quantity Surveying in Construction
As a Quantity Surveyor in construction, the main roles will be to estimate the costs of the projects, work out material quantities and keep on top of project timescales. The Quantity Surveyor will work closely with the construction manager at the start, during and right to the end of the project. Furthermore, as a Quantity Surveyor, a vital role would include the legal side of the project, i.e., making sure each project meets legal and quality standards throughout.
At the start of any project, the Quantity Surveyor will be given drawings and specifications of the building they are working on. These will be provided by the architect or engineer of the project, potentially using BIM to digitally project the view of the building. The Quantity surveyor will be able to calculate the required materials required for the job using the building specification. This data will be provided to advise on cost at the start, enabling you to budget and benchmark the project [1].




[bookmark: _Toc150726833]1.2 Environmental Aspects
There are many impacts construction sites have on the environment. Some of these include pollution, toxic chemicals, water pollution, cement, adhesives, and paint. Knowing these different environmental issues before starting a project, I will have the opportunity to try and minimise or use other sources of materials that might not be so bad for the environment, especially making sure to consider cost-effectiveness.

1: Below is a bar chart showing different environmental effects in construction [2].
[image: Assessment of environmental impact of building construction projects |  Download Scientific Diagram]


The table above shows different environmental aspects of construction. There are also some alternatives to help protect the environment from issues listed in the graph above. The next table shows how it’s possible to reduce carbon emissions during the construction process.

2:This table shows how to reduce emissions during the process of construction [3].
[image: Reducing the environmental impact of the construction industry]




[bookmark: _Toc150726834]3. Real-world Examples of a Quantity Surveyor

Quantity Surveyors are important to a project as they work closely with the contractors or clients from the start of the project until the end. A Quantity Surveyor will work out the best cost-effectiveness for the project, maintaining within the project to make sure the cost is controlled from start to finish and making sure the time management of the project stays on course. The benefits of hiring a quantity surveyor will mainly be keeping the project cost-effective and the project/build running efficiently. “Surveyors will allow you to avoid risks and pitfalls linked to unreliable back-of-the-envelope calculations and ballpark figures”. This was written by Mark Johnston on 6th November 2018 [4]. This explains the importance of keeping costs balanced during the construction process. The Quantity Surveyor will be constantly reporting during the build process. This can help reduce delays and setbacks during the project.

[bookmark: _Toc150726835]4. Job roles of a Quantity Surveyor daily

· A Quantity surveyor will look over and finalise the contract on completion to request authorisation of the final payment.
· They will go over and examine any variations from the original contract that had been proposed.
· A QS will look over any tender documents they receive and advise future clients on what might be the best version and discuss with the client which might be the best possible proposal. They will then assist with the chosen document.
· Preparing bills of quantities for use by the contractors when tendering for work.
· Read over the plans and specifications produced by architects or engineers. After looking over these documents, they can start preparing a plan of what materials and labour are needed for the job.
· Work closely with the client at all stages of the project to keep the job on track, reporting back to the client any relevant information. The cost plan can be produced; this will then be shared with any engineers and contractors working on the project to remain within the cost limit proposed initially [1].

[bookmark: _Toc150726836]Conclusion

In conclusion, having researched what it requires to become a successful Quantity Surveyor, I feel I understand the role, and I am excited about the prospect of becoming one personally. I feel through my site experiences and having worked on sites with issues a Quantity surveyor would want to avoid. I feel I can push on and use the knowledge I’ve gained over time, putting it into practice as the role of a Quantity Surveyor. I feel the idea of making sure a job runs smoothly throughout and keeping the job stable and cost-effective gives me the excitement and enthusiasm to continue learning, and I hope to become a great Quantity Surveyor and continue learning about the role.
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