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The argument presented in the extract of the group 2 wiki ‘The cult of the Dioscuri in Sparta’ is that the Dioscuri were an important cult in Spartan society for its impact on the education, military life and the link to the Spartan Kings. The extract also discusses the parallels to another prevalent cult within Spartan society to determine the prominence of the Dioscuri cult. The purpose of this paper is to re-examine the arguments presented as well as to contribute further discussion and evidence to further reinforce the idea the cult of the Dioscuri held great importance in Spartan society.
The Dioscuri were the twin deities named Castor and Polyduces or Pollux. One was said to be the mortal son of Tyndareus, a Spartan King, and the other the son of Zeus. The two were brothers of Helen of Troy and Clytemnestra who were born from eggs when their father, Zeus, seduced their mother Leda while in the form of a swan. The Dioscuri were the deities associated with horsemanship and sailors. 
With relevance to the extract, the first point raised is the Dioscuri’s impact on the Spartan education system. The Dioscuri are argued by Kennel to be embodiments of the Spartan ideals[footnoteRef:1]. The extract discusses how the twin deities Polyduces and Castor were inspirations to the Spartan children growing up in the Agoge. As discussed, the Dioscuri were associated with horsemanship and the connotations of their birth are those common to the idea in the classical period that rape was an acceptable part of their lives. The extract discusses the view of Kennel on this topic who appears to agree with this assessment[footnoteRef:2]. Furthermore, the idea that the popularity of the cult being in correlation to the pursuits attributed to young men is a solid one. The pursuits of athletics, horsemanship and the previously discussed acceptance of rape discussed in Parkers work are linked in the extract with Castor and Pollux based upon their prowess in theses pursuits, the extract proposes the Dioscuri statues over the entrance to the Dromos, from the works of Kennel[footnoteRef:3], as evidence for this idea. The extract states its agreement with the work of these scholars and this paper is inclined to agree, the example the Dioscuri set for the Spartan youth is one that links to masculine values and attributed idolised by Spartan society. The extract noted the works of Apollodorus quoting “Castor practiced the art of war”[footnoteRef:4]. Castor was the son of the Spartan King and with the link from the Kings bloodline to the gods in a militaristic society this paper agrees with the assessment of the extract that this would form a basis for their devotion to the cult. Spartan men spend the first half of their lives from the age of about seven in training of the Agoge, to promote discipline and comradery, holding a cult in high esteem that idolises brother deities with blood relation to the Kings of Sparta, the cult would be held in high esteem and be of importance to the men in the Spartan educational system.  [1:  Kennel]  [2:  Kennel]  [3:  Kennel]  [4:  Apollod.3.11.2] 

Once the Spartan men leave the Agoge they were in service to the state military, the importance of the Cult of the Dioscuri transcend into their military lives also. The extract uses the phrase “ideal Agoge graduate” which this paper agrees is a fair assessment in relation to the representation of the Dioscuri. The importance of Castor is seen in the works of Plutarch where he mentions the flute players honouring him on their way into battle by playing a hymn dedicated to Castor[footnoteRef:5]. The practical purpose of this is well established in both the extract and further works, music is a common tool to maintain pacing and step of a military unit while moving from one place to another, this is used even today in the militaries of the modern world. The secondary purpose of this is one of a more mental influence. The importance of cult in their training days of the Agoge is reminded when the hymn is played going into battle. The soldiers will remember the ideals and example set by the Dioscuri and would, in theory, fight harder as a result to live up to those expectations.  [5:  Plut. Lyc. 22.2] 

The works of Herodotus record the idea that the Dioscuri would accompany the Spartan Kings into battle, alternating their role when the Spartan Kings began to take turns in going to battle, with one of the Dioscuri remaining at the city with the King staying behind[footnoteRef:6]. The idea of brotherly affection discussed in the extract symbolises the comradery bred into the soldiers of Sparta since their days in the Agoge. The account of Apollodorus discusses the death of the brothers, where Pollux refuses immortality unless his brother is granted it also[footnoteRef:7]. [6:  Hdt.5.45]  [7:  Apollod.3.11.2] 

The final area of discussion is the relationship the Dioscuri have with the Spartan kings. This paper had identified the blood lineage proposed by the myth of their origin, as well as touching on the ideas the Dioscuri accompanied the Kings of Sparta into battle. There is little evidence to support the claim the relationship was close, however the academics Burkert and Kennel believe it to be the case[footnoteRef:8]. However, due to this relationship in both militaristic matters and the blood lineage presented in the myth of their origin this paper is inclined to agree with the idea their relationship was close when assessed in conjunction with the wider works of the classical authors.   [8:  Burkert 1985] 

In conclusion the extract discussed how the myth and cult of the Dioscuri had an impact on various areas of Spartan society to determine the importance of the cult, this paper has re-examined the arguments presented and had concluded that the importance of the cult of Dioscuri is well founded based on the impact it had on various areas of Spartan society.
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