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1. Which parts of today's activity were IaaS, PaaS or SaaS? Justify your answer.
The Virtual Machine (VM) shown in the Azure Pricing Calculator is an example of IaaS because the user would be responsible for managing the operating system and software. The Azure App Service (Free F1 Web App) created in Part C is an example of PaaS because Microsoft takes care of the servers, operating system, and updates, while the user only manages the application. The handout also mentions Microsoft 365 as an example of SaaS, where users simply use the software without managing the infrastructure or application.
2. Why does Microsoft offer a free credit specifically to students rather than everyone?
Microsoft provides the Azure for Students credit to help students learn cloud computing without worrying about costs or needing a payment card. It gives students the opportunity to gain practical experience with Azure while keeping the learning environment safe and affordable.
3. If your class's App Service had instead been deployed on a paid tier, what would you check in Cost Management to catch a billing problem early?
If the App Service was running on a paid plan, I would regularly check Cost Management to monitor my spending, remaining credit, and budget alerts. I would also review the cost analysis to identify any unexpected charges so I could take action before costs increased.
4. Give one advantage and one risk of the Pay-As-You-Go pricing model compared with buying and owning physical servers.
One advantage of the Pay-As-You-Go model is that you only pay for the resources you actually use, which avoids the large upfront cost of buying physical servers. One risk is that costs can increase if resources are left running or are not monitored, which is why setting budgets, using alerts, and deleting unused resources are important practices.

