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Dating Exercise (Medieval)

For the purposes of researching this information, I have accessed various pieces of information given to me on Moodle. These were the Handbook of Regnal Years, Handbook of Saints Days, and the Handbook of Easter Dates. I also used Internet Archive to find sources.

Answer A: August 19th 1384 

The eighth year of King Richard II was 1384.  Richard II reign went from June 1377-1399. This was listed in the Handbook of Regnal years but I know these dates anyhow.
[bookmark: _Hlk214179215]The Thursday after the Assumption of the blessed Virgin Mary was August 19th as Saints day for the Virgin Mary was August 15th. 
This was found by using the Handbook of Saints Days and then I looked for the Thursday after this using a calendar for 1384.
I struggled to find records of  wapentake courts from this year and unfortunately could not find records of actually who the Abbot of Byland was in 1384 as records seem to show a gap during this period. The only information I could find was that in 1365 William de Ferriby, Archdeacon of Cleveland, confirmed a grant exempting Old Byland from an archidiaconal visitation so perhaps the Abbey was in decline and an abbot could not be found.
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Answer B: July 23rd 1250

The year of the Pontificate of Bishop Annian of St Asaph was 1250. I struggled to locate the correct Bishop Annian as there was more than one. However I found that Anian I was Bishop of the Diocese of St Asaph between 1249 and 1266.
The day after St Mary Magdelene was July 23rd as Mary Magdelenes Saints day was July 22nd which was found by using the Handbook of Saints Days.
Bishop Annian was in Shrewsbury to confirm and inspect charters of his predecessors. I found this from a Google search on which led me to the book called The Antiquities of Shropshire which confirmed the date of the event as July 23rd 1250.
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Answer C: February 25th 1311

Easter Sunday was April 11th in 1311. I found this by looking at the Handbook of Easter dates.
Ash Wednesday is 46 days before Easter. The Thursday after Ash Wednesday was February 25th as Ash Wednesday  would have been on February  24th 1311. I worked this out by looking at a calendar for 1311.
The fourth year in the reign of King Edward was 1310, as his reign began on July 8th 1307.
The episcopate of John de Ketene was March 2nd 1310 with his term ending on May 14th 1316 with his death. I found this information by looking at Religious Heads of Houses.
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Answer D: 1121-23
The date of issue for this was 1121-1123 however the exact date is difficult to decipher.
Ralph Bassett was a Royal justice for King Henry I and Richard was his son, who was also given this title. A charter made by Henry I allowed the marriage of Richard Bassett to Matilda Ridel who was the daughter of Geoffrey Ridel (Lord of Withering) who was another prominent justice of Henry I. ( Geoffrey died in 1120 on the White Ship alongside the Kings son.) The date of the writ, written in Latin, detailed in the question apparently dates to 1121 x 10 June 1123. This information was part of the ‘Basset Weldon cartulary’ which was compiled for Ralph Basset of Wheldon. It detailed to whom land would be inherited by on the death of individuals.
The original charter issued by the King no longer exists. However, I found a journal article at the Oxford University by David Carpenter that implies that this charter, suggests the marriage of Richard Bassett to a daughter of Geoffrey Ridel was a fabrication created to ensure that the lands of Great Wheldon were passed on to Richard Bassets descendants. The article questions the involvement in the King with regards to the charter and also looks at the names of the people listed on the writ detailing the gift of marriage, who all seem to be related to the Bassetts and the Earl of Chesters family. Carpenter concludes that the document was a forgery, likely produced in the twelth century and created at a later date than suggested as detailed provision which the writ provides would not have been likely at the time. The document may have been ‘produced to assist in a dispute that led to a final concord dated 1176.’ The document has many dating irregularities concerning the dates of the witnesses and Carpenter states that the document ‘appears to have been produced to reinforce an apparently authentic deed of a later date’.  Carpenter concludes that
 ‘The act was fabricated some time after the death of Robert Ridel, to promote the claim of Richard Bassetts wife Matilda Ridel to be the sole heir of her father Geoffrey Ridel’.
By doing a Google search I found  The Complete Peerage which also has information about the Bassett family hereditary line. 
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