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In todays society the police force uses many tactical techniques to improve their policing skills, to help prevent crimes and conclude on how their decisions were successful or not. They use models such as Atlas: Atlas is a model used within public services which stands for ask: ask questions such as, how can we do better and why do we do the things we do? Test: new ideas, new approaches, new hypothesis and new research, learn working in the real world and the difference between success and failure, adapt: monitor new approaches and current practices. All these learning strategies are used in public services to determine the best outcomes for all crimes (Metropolitan police 1829) “the arrangements made in every civilised country to ensure it inhabits to keep the peace and obey the law. The word also denotes the force of the police employed for this purpose.” Crime rates that are associated with knifes or sharp objects that resemble knifes have increased rapidly in the last decade, (Parliament 2020) since 2010 there have been 325,000 offences involving a knife or sharp instrument in England and Wales. Knife crime is a good example of using the atlas model in everyday society within the public service sector as all parts are used to create the best solution to stop crimes involved with knifes. It is clear that the police force and the public need to come together to improve these statics and reduce the possession and crimes regarding knifes and sharp objects, there needs to be new laws, new decisions and new outcomes.
(Sky news 2019) within the first 3 months in 2019 there was 35 deaths as a result from knife crime with the power of the police force new approaches were put in place such as gang injunctions which allowed those of the age of 14 to 17 years of age to be put into rehabilitation or be prevented from visiting certain places, this is under the Policing and Crime Act 2009. This shows that there are areas that are more likely to knife crimes. Similar restrictions can be placed with criminal behaviour orders under the Anti-Social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014. Criminal behaviour orders can also be placed and effective on an individual who has already been convicted. There are many laws to prevent knife crime such as Section 139 of the Criminal Justice Act 1988 states that it is an offence to carry a knife in a public place without good reason. It is also an offence for a weapon to be carried on school premises. Section 141A of the 1988 Act makes it an offence for knives to be sold to anyone under the age of 18. Certain types of knives are illegal for even adults to buy, including butterfly, disguised knives and flick knives. Police can also charge suspects with aggravated possession, which involves carrying a knife in public and using it to make threats, under the Offences against the Person Act 1861. All of these offences can lead to many penalties: up to four years in prison and an unlimited fine for an adult carrying a knife on them or at least 6 months if caught more than once, if someone sells a knife to someone under the age of 18 years of old can be given a maximum penalty of six months' imprisonment, a fine or even both. Also, according to the Crown Prosecution Service legal guidance, offenders who kill using a knife face a minimum term of 25 years in prison.
BBC (2021) released an article regarding a reading man that has created a scheme called ‘trade the blade.’ This scheme trades in knifes for food vouchers and he has stated that children as young as 11 years old are handing in knifes. He is in contact with the police force which means that every night after he has collected a knife off the streets, he rings the police and they come and collect them with no backlash regarding the person who was carrying the blade in the first places. Thames valley police states that ‘despite the force not participating in this amnesty, we would like to thank the public who wish to play a part in reducing in serious violence and knife crime in our communities.” This certain man wanted to reduce the crime rates which were related to knifes so he asked how could I do this? How can I work hand in hand with the police force? The police have tested this new approach in the real world with it having a positive effect and success creating the Thames valley police to adapt to this new scheme.
(Metropolitan police, Preventing violence and keeping people safe,2021)There is also a scheme called ‘fearless’ which is part of the crime stoppers charity. This charity is used for people to inform the police about important information involving knife crime, information that is crucial includes: who is drug dealing in the area – even if it is just a suspicion. People you believe are involved in a gang or organised crime. Information about gang activity – especially if there is the threat of imminent violence or retaliation. People you suspect are asking young people to do things in return for money, clothes, phones or other items. People who you believe may be carrying knives or weapons. Any information about a situation where someone is being sexually exploited or coerced. Young people who keep going missing and cannot or will not account for where they have been. Phone numbers, people, cars, locations or weapons that you believe are or have been involved in crime. Young people who are worried, scared or upset or who have injuries that they are being secretive about. Websites or social media sites where evidence of crimes is being shown – offering sales of drugs or weapons, violent acts or the incitement of violence. Both charities are anonymous and cannot be traced through name or the device used, and this information will never be known that the person passed on this information.
(Public finance 2019) Within the year of 2019 the police force was given a £100million to tackle the crime which was to fund overtime and redeployment. This decision was made after the national statics showed in the year ending March 2018, 285 deaths by knifes or sharp objects resembling a knife in England and Wales, this being the highest number of this crime since 1946.  (Gov.uk,2019) The home secretary will also be acted against people who are selling knifes to children or anyone under the age of 18. There has been a £500,000 prosecution to fund to help with Trading Standards teams to secure the prosecution of this crime. Sajid Javid said: I have been clear that I will do everything in my power to tackle the senseless violence that is traumatising communities and claiming too many young lives. The police already have a range of measures they are using to keep our streets safe, but there is more we can do to help them in this battle. I have listened to their calls and will be introducing these new orders to stop gang members carrying knives in the first place. It is vital we continue to focus on improving the law enforcement response while at the same time steering young people away from criminal activity in the first place. Javid will be in partnership with the police force to make sure his wishes for the communities will come to light with the current issues regarding knife crime within gangs and under 18s.


(Taylor,2019) Another way the police in England and Wales gained power was that they were able to be more lenient with the ‘stop and search’ regime, this would be allowed to take force without reasonable suspicion, this makes it easier for the police to search under the section 60 order ‘allows to search anyone in an area if serious violence is anticipated.’ Sajid Javid stated “Stop and search powers are an important tool in the fight against knife crime, and we will continue to drive tough law enforcement to protect the public. As a whole society, we also need to take a hard look at the root causes of these crimes so we can intervene earlier and stop young people from being drawn into violence in the first place.”
(Tribe, Harris, Kneebone, 2018, v.3) There are many studies around the issue of knife crime and people vulnerable to this offence. This study conducted by Tribe, Harris and Kneebone is called Life on a knife edge: using simulation to engage young people in issues surrounding knife crime. A qualitative approach was used to study a two-part workshop attended by two groups of young people vulnerable to knife crime. Based on the concepts of sequential simulation and distributed simulation previously developed at the Imperial College Centre for Engagement and Simulation Science. The study started with a patient journey of a young man stabbed in the abdomen, attended by policemen and paramedics, followed by the participants witnessing a simulated emergency abdominal operation on a silicone model and concluded with a dialogue between the surgeon and a victim who required an intestinal stoma as a result of the knife injury and showed the victim’s mother. The next part of the study required further discussion with the participants regarding the role of knives from the personal and community perspective. Visual data was recorded during the workshops and qualitative data obtained from group and individual interviews were thematically analysed. The results showed that participant feedback suggested that the workshops provided a safe environment where young people could learn about and explore the consequences surrounding knife crime. Furthermore, participant recollection of key points was assessed between 4 and 6 weeks after the second workshop and the data suggested that the workshop could promote learning and a change in the participants’ knife-related behaviour in the future. This gives the police force a basis to go off to conduct new research and see successful results with regards to knife crime.
To conclude 
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