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Part 1- Rewrite a passage of text in appropriate academic language- 200 Words.
In Iceland and other countries like that they thinks its really important that kids are playing outdoors in their life. Some people wrote about government papers which says that outdoors is good for kids. In the curriculum guidelines, they puts a big thing on outside as learning environments as a place for making kids think good about the natural world, and as a place where you can do things like exercising and healthy living cos that’s what Norodahl and Johannesson (2013) say. This emphasising on outdoors has happened for a long time in Iceland for kids age 1 to six and they play outside everyday in schools for kids six to 16 then they only get to play out with their mates when its playtime. We do’nt know much about what teachers do outside to help learning but I think it is probably gunna be really really different depending on what teacher you get and school. But there are signs in Iceland that teachers are using outside more than they used to and in Reyjkavik the capital seventy % of schools say that they do outside education quite a bit (Oladottir,2008).
Adapted from: Noradahl, K. and Johannesson, I. (2014) ‘Icelandic teachers’ views of using the outdoors’ Education 3-13: International Journal of Primary, Elementary and Early Years Education. Vol 44, No. 4, September 2014, 391-406.
  In Iceland and similar countries, they think that it is extremely important that children play outdoors. Some people have highlighted that Government papers specify that playing outdoors is good for children. In the curriculum guidelines, there is a big emphasis on outdoor learning and play, as this helps children think positively about nature. Also, it helps children to understand the links of nature and the outdoor environment to exercise and healthy living, Norodahl and Johannesson (2013). There has been a big emphasis on outdoor play in Iceland for a significant amount of time for children aged one to six. Children aged six to sixteen play outside with their classmates when they’re on break. It is unclear about the teaching strategies for outdoor learning in Iceland, but it could be determined that it changes depending on the teacher and the school. It has been stated that outdoor learning and play is becoming increasingly popular throughout Iceland, and in Reyjkavik, 70% of schools have expressed that they use outdoor education a notable amount (Oladottir, 2008).
Adapted from: Noradahl, K. and Johannesson, I. (2013) ‘Icelandic teachers’ views of using the outdoors’ Education 3-13: International Journal of Primary, Elementary and Early Years Education. Vol 44, No. 4, September 2014, 391-406.

Part 2a- Re-write a passage of text with appropriate citations and references- 200 Words
This essay will be about forest schools. A definition of Forest School has been made by the Forest School Network it says that ‘it is an inspirational process that offers children, young people and adults regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence and self esteem though hands on learning experiences in a woodland environment”. Murray and O’Brien 2006. People are a bit worried that little ones in school now don’t get to go to woodlands and green places like there parents did because they are to worried that something will happen about them and kids can do loads indoors now and that’s what O’Brien and Murray think. There is also research that tells us that if they don’t go when they are young then they wont go when they are grown up either and we will miss out on physical and emotional benefits of access to nature. Ward Thompson and Aspinall and Bell and others 2004. That’s because learning outdoors is very different to learning in a classroom environment and the welsh government are encouraging teachers to do forest school in they’re own schools now, especially in foundation phase.
Reference List: welsh assembly government. Outdoor Learning Handbook. Cardiff: 2009. WAG. Ward Thompson, C., Aspinall, P., Bell, S., Findlay, C., Wherrett, J. and Travlou, P.Open space and social inclusion: Local woodland use in central Scotland. Report to the Forestry Commission, Edinburgh, 2004. 
2006. E. O'Brien and R. Murray, A marvellous opportunity for children to learn: A participatory evaluation of Forest School in England and Wales, Farnham: Forest Research.
   Forest schools are becoming increasingly popular throughout the United Kingdom. A forest school is an educational programme that takes place outside in forests and woodland. You might have heard of them referred to as outdoor nursery, forest kindergarten, nature preschool, outdoor classrooms, or forest classrooms. Children get time and space to discover the outdoors and themselves, and all learning is hands-on. The programme encourages children to explore their outdoor classroom and all it offers, developing curiosity, wonder, experimentation and skills. James (2022). There were concerns from some parents that children now won’t be able to experience woodland areas the way they did when they were in primary school. Now with forest schools coming into force, there is no need for any concern. Forest schools have been extremely successful with children and parents alike. Children love the freedom and the sense of exploration, and parents enjoy seeing their children having fun in the outdoor environment. Forest schools are an extremely good way for children to develop different skills, a lot of opportunities I did not have when I was in primary school. Seeing the forest schools being introduced makes me excited to become a teacher and introduce forest schools into children’s lives.
Cathy James (2022) What is a forest school?. Available at: What is forest school? - NurtureStore (Accessed: 2 December 2022)

Part 2b- Answer five questions on academic referencing – 600 Words
1. If you fail to acknowledge the source of your information in academic writing, you could be accused of plagiarism. Why is it important that students avoid this?
It is important that students avoid plagiarism as it affects the total marks at the end of their assignment and potentially their final mark when they graduate. “According to the Merriam-Webster online dictionary, to "plagiarize" means
· to steal and pass off (the ideas or words of another) as one's own
· to use (another's production) without crediting the source
· to commit literary theft
· to present as new and original an idea or product derived from an existing source” (Plagiarism.org, 2017)
in order to ensure students avoid plagiarism as much as they possibly can, they should keep all their notes organised and saved. They also need to make sure they make a note of the references and citations they are including in their work so that they reference it right in their assignment body, and in the reference list at the end. 
Plagiarism.org (2017) What is Plagiarism? Available at: What is Plagiarism? - Plagiarism.org (Accessed: 2 December 2022)

2. You only have to reference when you use a direct quotation. Is this True or False? Explain your answer.
The above statement is false. Not all evidence needs to be presented in the form of direct quotation. “Often, you can convey information more efficiently and integrate it more smoothly into your own writing by paraphrasing, rather than using direct quotation. Only use a direct quotation when one of these statements is true: 
❏ The passage is particularly effective, memorable, or well written.
 ❏ Your analysis will focus on specific words or phrases in the passage. 
❏ You want to emphasize the source’s opinion, especially if the passage clarifies a difficult or contested claim. 
❏ You are quoting an authority who will lend weight to your argument”. Montgomery College (no date)
Montgomery College (no date) Direct Quotes. Available at: direct-quotes.pdf (montgomerycollege.edu) (Accessed: 2 December 2022)
3. Wikipedia is a good place to search for information for your academic assignments. Explain, with reasons and supporting literature, whether you believe this statement is true or false.
I believe that the above statement is false. Wikipedia is not a reliable source. It shouldn’t be student’s first website to find research on. However, I believe in certain circumstances, it could be useful, but not reliable. “Anyone can change the information that is uploaded on Wikipedia, therefore you can never be sure what is true and what is false. Wikipedia is not reliable source because it allows anyone to edit anything at any time. Because of that, some dictator countries in the world restricts to use Wikipedia at all since they don’t like sayings about them. As an example, Turkey did not allow citizens to use Wiki for long years until 2020. Since you can find anything in Wikipedia, you can’t trust any of them. Even if editors try to make their best, it is still an open source”. Engin (2020)
Engin (2020) Why Wikipedia is not a Credible Source. Available at: Why Wikipedia Is Not A Credible Source - Pure assignment. (Accessed: 2 December 2022)
4. Write a set of instructions which could be included in a referencing guide which explains how to present a very long quotation.
To present a reference guide, you need to establish what source it is. For example, a book and a website must be referenced differently. Break the quotation down step by step. Something I learnt when completing my first assignment was not to panic too much over referencing, as the guide was perfectly clear. You must include where you got the source from, include a page number if necessary, the publisher or author’s name, the date and, if necessary, a link to the website, article or journal you used. 
5. Explain how you can begin to conduct research for an academic assignment. Identify five sources which would be acceptable for academic study.
Five reliable sources could include anything published or written by a University, College or School, journals, Government documents, books and conference papers or court reports. Students must ensure the source in front of them is reliable before including it in their academic writing. The above sources I have included would be extremely reliable. However, sources like Wikipedia, or social media pages such as Facebook or Twitter, would be significantly unreliable. 

Part 3- Write a critical response to an academic article – 1000 Words
The article titled ‘Schooled to fail’, written by Emma Smith, brings on many questions when a reader sees these words. When I first read this title, it made me think that maybe it is about the education system, as it isn’t a secret that a lot of people think the education system is setting children up to fail. Over the years, when discussing with my Secondary School teachers about my future career as a Primary School teacher, they tried to make me change my mind, and tried to scare me as they do not agree with things like the curriculum, although that’s changing now, and they do not agree with the way teachers are being told to teach specific content, as they think there are better ways. The aim of the article I will be discussing is to explain to people who might not know, that children of all ages are struggling or failing in school because the education system is failing them, and that there are a lot of teenagers all over the country who are dealing with extreme amounts of stress due to exams and coursework. Some children might be significantly intelligent, but are struggling to reach their best potential because of the system. 
The writer includes very informative details about the way that education is changing, and this was very intriguing to me. The writer includes date specific context, which will help the reader’s knowledge and understanding of the topic at hand. The writer compares schools throughout the text. She states that the schools are focusing too much on exams than an actual education. She believes that children are over prepared for exams and under prepared for education. The writer believes that children are not prepared in terms of academic knowledge. In my opinion, this means under prepared for life skills as well as education. She consistently compares education in Wales to education in England as the two countries have different curriculums and ways of teaching. The writer, Emma Smith, stated that it is unfair to compare Wales to England as England is significantly bigger than Wales, so instead she compared the Welsh schooling system to Northern England, as in size comparison, that’s more fair. 
I agree that students are forced to focus on exams a lot compared to anything else in their education. It is clear that exams are extremely important, but it is a worry, and this is clear throughout the article, that children’s attention is being taken off key skills that could be developed in school to focus more on exams. For example, when I was in school studying for my GCSEs, we would be encouraged to spend our break and lunch in a classroom with a teacher to revise for our exams and we also had after school revision sessions. This took away my ability to socialise and relax. This developed a sense of shy-ness in me as I didn’t know how to socialise with groups of people. I’m not sure if this is something that Emma Smith was discussing in the article as its slightly unclear, but this is my understanding of the point she was trying to make. If I could go back to school and redo my GCSEs, I would give myself more time at break and lunch to go outside with my friends and talk to people and be a part of a big group of people, because there would only be a small group of people in the classroom revising at a time. It is clear to me that my school focused more on our exam results than anything else. However, I believe that not just in Wales, but in the whole of the United Kingdom, we have an outstanding education system, where many, many children get good grades every year in their GCSEs or A-Levels, and go on to be extremely successful. I just think that schools and teachers could prepare their students for exams in a less stressful and demanding way. This would have to come from the education board or system. In order for a big change to happen in terms of exam stress, they could look at changing the National Curriculum, although I know it is changing now, it could be changed in terms of preparing students for life outside of school, and life outside of education, and in the field of work.
Some of the paragraphs throughout the text were long, which some readers could find difficult. Some people, like myself, prefer to read passages that are broken down into smaller paragraphs than long paragraphs. It is a formal, informative article but her argument throughout isn’t consistent. When writing an article like ‘Schooled to fail’ the argument you are making must be clear and understandable to the reader, as you would want the reader to agree with you if it is something you are passionate about, and would like to get other people passionate about it too. 
I believe that the article ‘Schooled to fail’ is an extremely useful and appropriate source to use for academic writing. It is interesting, informative, broken down clearly into sections easily accessible to the reader, and helpful information to know for someone who would like to become a teacher. Upon reading the article, I found that her end goal of what she wanted to achieve by the end of it wasn’t completely clear to me. I understood everything she said, and I was fascinated by it, but the end goal wasn’t obvious to me. 

Action Plan
What do I want/need to learn?
I would like to learn more on learning in the digital era, as I feel there is a lot more information we haven’t learnt yet.
What will I do to achieve this?
Take out books from the University library and read articles and newspaper passages specific to this topic.
What resources or support will I need?
Support could come from lecturers, and the resources I will need are as above, library books and internet articles or newspapers.
What will my success criteria be?
To be able to confidently discuss with peers about learning in the digital era and how learning is different now that technology is becoming increasingly popular. 
Target dates for review and completion
By the end of year 1 of our degree. 
