SUGGESTED STRUCTURE FOR YOUR INDEPENDENT PROJECT
All documents should be submitted via Turnitin as ONE Word document. The academic poster could be copied as a pdf file and added to the Word document. PLEASE SEE SUGGESTED TEMPLATE FOR ACADEMIC POSTER ON MOODLE.
Title Page – include title, author’s full name, student number, degree, university, month and year of submission
PART 1 – Your research proposal (approx. 1000 words)
PART 2 - Independent Project main body (approx. 8000 words) – see below
PART 3 – Academic Poster (equivalent to 1000 words)
PART 2 GUIDANCE
Abstract (max. of 350 words) – a concise summary description of study including statement of the problem, purpose, scope, research, data sources, methodology, key finding and implications. 
Written after the dissertation is completed, and is written from the perspective of an outside reader (i.e., not “My independent project examines” but “An examination of . . .”).
Dedication and acknowledgements (optional) Optional although most research papers include a brief acknowledgement of the contributions of others who have supported the student’s research e.g.  family/friends/tutors. Use a separate page for dedication and acknowledgements if you decide to use both.
Contents Page/Table – An outline of the main body, listing headings and subheadings with their respective page numbers, the table of contents lists all chapters and major sections within chapters and all appendices with page numbers.
Chapter 1 – Introduction 
The introduction sets the stage for the study and directs readers to the purpose and context of the dissertation.
Chapter 2 – Methodology (include methods as appropriate to your study)
· An introduction
· Rationale for your research method/s
· Research sample if relevant – who and why?
· Data sources
· Data collection methods
· Issues of credibility and reliability of information
· Limitations of data – identify any potential weaknesses in the scope of your study

Chapter 3 – Literature Review
· An introduction
· Review of literature
· Theoretical frameworks/models
· Organised into sub-chapters
Provides a strong theoretical basis for the project by analysing and synthesizing a comprehensive selection of related academic literature. The review of literature should build a logical framework for the research, identify any gaps in literature and demonstrate how this study will contribute to existing knowledge. Beware – insufficient breadth to a literature review will negatively affect your mark. Don’t be afraid to include literature that contradicts or questions your findings. Cite all sources accurately.
Chapter 4 – Evaluation and Discussion– making meaning from your findings
Avoid shallow analysis. Make clear links with other research literature and/or theory.
· An introduction
· Does the literature (in your lit review) have any gaps?
· Can you create discussion points that combine the different topics from your literature review?
· Issues regarding trustworthiness of information
· Discussion of any findings that were not anticipated
· Restate the study’s limitations
· Relevance of study findings to other settings/conditions
· How do your findings contribute to the body of knowledge in your field?
· Highlight consistencies and discrepancies, and suggest reasons for any differences
Chapter 5 – Conclusions and Recommendations
Conclusions are assertions based on findings and must therefore refer to findings.
In presenting conclusions ask yourself “Knowing what I now know, what conclusion can I draw?” 
Conclusions are essentially statements of what you now know, having done this research, that you did not know before. Your conclusions should not be at odds with each other. They should be strong, clear and concise ‘takeaway messages’ for reader.
Recommendations are how you would apply those conclusions and need to be actionable. You are now saying to yourself “Knowing what I now know to be true, I recommend that . . “
Recommendations for research describe areas that need further examination and may generate new questions for further study.

Appendices – include all research tools used. Each appendix item is given a letter or number and referred to as Appendix A, B, C / 1, 2, 3 within the main text e.g. within methodology/research findings sections

PART 3 - Academic Poster (equivalent to 1000 words)
Summary of your findings with some visual elements.
Reference List – A separate list for each section - must be accurate

Adapted from https://www.sagepub.com/sites/default/files/upm-binaries/47686_ch_1.pdf
