Week 3 : HOW TO BE: HYSTERIA AND THE ANGEL OF THE HOUSE

 ‘The Yellow Wallpaper’ (1892) Discussion

Not primarily a writer - focus on economics 

Links to Woolf’s materialist reading of gender and culture. [Women and horses]…

Two texts by Gilman on module: 

1. Yellow Wallpaper: bizarre untrustworthy monologue full of omissions creates a questioning interpreting reader.  Short Story represents a fragment of reality. Part autobiographical in shape on confiding single confessional – a voice sliding into madness 

2. Very different from Herland  - communal voice utopia – discussion of the form is significant. Very important genre in the late 19th c. Marc Twain Connecticut Yankee at the Court of King Arthur/ Erewon by William Morris. Even Flatland. Could even see the communist ,manifesto in these terms. Modernism  rejects communal vision for focus on experience and so strangely Yellow Wallpaper seems modernist. Characteristics – questioning of status quo. Personalised experience rather tan ‘objective truth’  rejection of authority invested in the father figure. Take on the angel of the house – figure of the madwoman in the attic (read Gilbert and Gubar: consider ‘Bliss’) enclosure in a Room but Not of One’s Own. Enforced passivity versus creativity. ‘Professions for women’: the way that the angel of the house will kill her  if she doesn’t kill her first.  View from the window: questions of perspective. Alienation self out there and locked in there THIS is a form of being locked in. Creativity goes bad 

Information re Gilman: 

Background and family links to radical politics

DISCUSS STYLE 

· Fragmented paragraphs 

· Untrustworthy narrative voice 

· Produces kind of reader

· Fractured self through the window (To the Lighthouse section one)

· Limited cast of characters – also enforced. The need results in the wallpaper becoming alive. She sees herself in it and it’s full of images of self-destruction.   

· So image rather than language 

· What’s not said ?

· Where is the child? 

· What of the yellow streaks on the paper – it’s  her - she’s creeping round 

· There are teeth marks on the bed stead. And her husband doesn’t see what is going on (look at the mansion).

Conclusion – what happens? (Not all tied up - look at the end of Mansfield Park)

