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1.0 
Executive Summary
1.1 This report will include an in-depth evaluation of how my personal academic practice skills will assist me in becoming a construction professional. The purpose of this report it to show why it is essential to have academic skills which you can use in work and everyday life. This report will contain references of inspiration and finally, there will be a concluding summary to the report.
2.0 Terms of Reference
2.1 The main focus is:
2.1.1 To outline my main academic skill used in the career I have pursued.
2.1.2 This report is expected to be due by 19th January 2023

3.0 Procedure
This section highlights the research sources used.
3.1 Extensive research that includes detailed notes from online influencers and a variety of sources, including blogs, personal experiences, and websites, is laid out in the bibliography and references.
4.0 Findings
4.1 [bookmark: _Hlk117763757]Academic skills are instilled to people at a very young age, throughout school life, constantly learning and adapting to become the people we are today. It helps people with pursuing many career paths but also just with living day to day life. It is extremely important to have good academic knowledge when working in the construction sector. Without it, the construction industry would be nowhere near where it is today. There are a multitude of skills that can be applied in a construction workplace such as time management, this would be vital in order to hit programme dates. Critical thinking is a skill that will aid in problem solving during projects. However, this report is going to be about one skill in particular which is collaborative working.
4.2 All successful construction companies’ have operatives that possess an academic skill which is collaborative working. “In the workplace, collaboration occurs when two or more individuals work together toward a common goal benefiting the team or company. Collaboration skills are what enable you to work well with others. When people work together toward a common goal, they use their experiences and skills to solve problems, learn from each other and contribute to the goal’s success. Collaboration occurs in many ways, and using your collaboration skills to connect your team can help them accomplish personal and company goals.” 
(Indeed Editorial Team, 2019)
4.3 It is essential to have good collaboration skills in a workplace for a number of reasons such as working for a company, in nearly every workplace you will be working with two or more colleagues. Therefore, productivity will be higher if you can work well together. Another reason why collaborative skills are imperative is because whenever you face problems or obstacles in your career, working with people allows different peoples’ perspectives on the situation which well enormously contribute towards solving the problem at hand. 
4.4 Furthermore, a point that is not mentioned enough would be improvement in mental health. Working collaboratively promotes positive working relationships which will result in great job satisfaction for colleagues that they can then take out of the workplace and better their overall mental health. Additionally, teams that work together tend to discuss details about the project more openly before, during, and after it is completed. This benefits myself being a Quantity Surveyor, it is important for me to have an overall knowledge of the project as it can help me determine where the company’s strengths and weaknesses lie for it to be successful.
(Indeed Editorial Team, 2019)
[image: Collaboration statistic: 99.1% prefer a workplace where people identify and discuss issues truthfully and effectively.]




(Blog.Bit.Ai , 2020)
4.5 The above statistic was recorded from a survey against a handful of workplaces. This statistic clearly outlines that it makes a difference when employees are transparent with their colleagues. In the construction industry, it is certain that problems will arise during the course of any project. Thus meaning that it will be beneficial to iron them out as soon as possible and it is most effective when working collaboratively. Another statistic was “Businesses with effective communication are 50% more likely to have lower employee turnover.” This statistic implies that when professional relationships are built within a company, their employees are happier staying in that company.
(Blog.Bit.Ai , 2020)
4.6 Given all the points that have been made so far in this report, they all together contribute towards my CPD (continuing professional development). An example of this would be having in-house meetings with my colleagues on regular occasions will assist me in meetings with clients and other contractors.
4.7 Moreover, another reason why collaborative working can improve the workplace is the ability to then benefit from other people. What this means is that by working as a team, not only are goals more achievable for the company but also the individuals will reap the benefits from each other. This is because each employee has their own strengths and by working together it will help merge skills from one another.
(Indeed Editorial Team, 2022)
  
5.0	Conclusion

5.1	As an overview, collaborative working is one of the most important academic skills that can assist an individual in pursuing a career in the construction industry. It will brighten ideas as there will be more than one perspective on scenarios and it will further develop professional skills that is required as a Quantity Surveyor. Collaborative skills will aid in having a positive attitude which will make you more optimistic and in doing so, you can improve others around you.
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