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Part 1
Play Based Learning 
Wonderschool (2017) says that play based learning is a type of education for early childhood and is based on child-led and open-ended play. Play is a natural part of a child’s childhood and is a voluntary and enjoyable activity where there doesn’t have to have a purpose or end goal. Play based learning supports children to develop their social skills, give motivation, and help with language, and numeracy skills. 
Play based learning is one of the greatest ways for children to gain essential knowledge and skills says UNICEF (2018). 
Pentagon (2018) says that play based learning helps children to make sense of the world. 

There are theorists that strongly believe in play-based learning, these theorists are Piaget and Vygotsky. 
Pentagon (2018) tell us that Piaget saw play as an essential part to the development of intelligence in children. His theory of play fights that as a child develops and matures that their environment and play should inspire further cognitive and language development. 

Cyrus (2021) says Piaget and Vygotsky acknowledge that play is an important part of childhood as a guidance to the learning process. Learning through play for Piaget was defined as a movement through practice play, imaginative play, and continuing to play with a set of rules however Vygotsky believed that children should be supported in moving from their level of performance to a level where there was potential. 
Vygotsky (1933) believed that play is the main source of development in early years. 
"Play is the source of development and creates the zone of proximal development. Action in the imaginative sphere, in an imaginary situation, the creation of voluntary intentions and the formation of real-life plans and volitional motives - all appear in play and make it the highest level of preschool development” Vygotsky (1933)

Play Based Learning Outside 
Outdoor learning and education is different to learning inside the classroom. Outdoor learning helps children gain benefits such as developing skills like problem solving and creativity.  Early Years Matters (2021) says that children should ideally be having access to outdoor space daily, even if the weather isn’t great. Being outdoors means that children have more space and can move without being restricted, they also have a chance to have fresh air which can help to keep concentration levels up. However outdoor learning happens less now because of issues like staff motivation. Some practitioners aren’t too keen on outdoor learning which is one of the reasons why it’s happening less, Early Years Matters (2021) explain that resources should be provided to make it easy for staff to manage the outdoor environment. 
Welsh Curriculum 
The current curriculum Wales follow for three to seven years old is the Foundation Phase. The Welsh Government (2018) tell us that it inspires children to be creative, imaginative and to have fun while making learning more effective. The individual child will have the opportunities to explore the world around them and understand how things work by taking part in different activities which are practical and relevant to their development stage. The Welsh Government (2018) says children will be challenged through practical activities and will develop their thought process with open ended questions, they will also be encouraged to explore and share ideas for solving problems.
The Welsh Government (2018) explain that The Foundation Phase has seven areas of learning which are provided through stimulated and practical activities and active learning experiences inside and outside. There are only six areas when Welsh is the first language of the setting.  
The seven areas of learning in the foundation phase are: 
Creative Development:                                                                                                                                      The Welsh Government (2018) says that children taking part in creative, imaginative, and expressive activities such as art, design, dance, music, and movement will support to help develop the child’s creativity. 
Personal and social development, well-being, and cultural diversity:                                                       The Welsh Government (2018) says that children learning about themselves and building relationships with other children and adults is an essential part of the Foundation Phase. The children will be encouraged to develop their self-esteem and personal moral values. They will also develop awareness of their own cultural identity within a diverse multi-cultural society. 
Language, Literacy, and communication skills:                                                                                             The Welsh Government (2018) mentions that children will become absorbed in language experiences and activities. Children will be able to have the option and use a range of reading resources to encourage and develop their enjoyment and understanding and will be supported as they develop their skills. Children will also be encouraged to communicate how they feel, what they need, what they are thinking and talk about the experiences they’ve had.
Mathematical development:                                                                                                                            The Welsh Government (2018) explains that children will develop their skills, knowledge and understanding of mathematics by having practical experiences. When the children are playing with numbers in daily activities, they develop different ways of problem solving in different situations. Children will also have opportunities to play with shapes and will have to use their skills to match, sequence, sort and compare objects. They will also develop their understanding and skill of time and money in ways which are important to them.
Welsh language development:                                                                                                                         The Welsh Government (2018) says children that learn mainly through the medium of English will have the option to learn and communicate in Welsh. By taking part in a variety of practical and exciting activities, children will develop their skills. Their oral experiences will help them to develop their writing and reading skills. During the Foundation Phase period all English medium setting schools will give children the option to learn and enjoy using the welsh language through daily access to appropriate welsh resources. 
Knowledge and understanding of the world:                                                                                                 The Welsh Government (2018) states children will be given experiences that will help to increase their curiosity about the world and what’s happening around them to help them to understand past events, people, and places, living things and the work people do. They will learn to show responsibility, care, concern, and respect for everything around them and all living things. They will also develop their own ideas and will learn how to express their feelings and opinions with their skills. 
Physical development:                                                                                                                              “Children will be encouraged to enjoy physical activity, and a developing sense of identity will be linked closely to their own self-image, self-esteem and confidence “ The Welsh Government (2018). 
Children will develop their views on health, hygiene, safety, and the importance of what they eat, rest, sleep, and exercise. The children will be given opportunities to improve their gross motor skills and fine motor skills, physical control, mobility, and awareness of space, using large and small equipment, across every area of learning indoor and outdoor. 
Creativity development:                                                                                                                                    The Welsh Government (2018) states that taking part in creative activities will help to support children’s creative development. They will explore a wide range of resources, develop their ability to communicate and express their creative ideas and reflect on their work. 
The Donaldson report tells us that Graham Donaldson (2015) thinks that the curriculum and assessment arrangements are the best things in welsh education but on the other hand says the curriculum is out of date. 
English Curriculum
The Early Years Foundation Stage is the current curriculum England follow.
Gov.Uk (No Date) states that the EYFS which stands for early years foundation stage sets standards for the learning, development, and care of a child from birth to 5 years old. Every school and Ofsted registered early years providers must follow the EYFS, including settings like nurseries, preschools and school reception class. 
There are 7 areas of learning for the English curriculum, communication and language, physical development, personal, social, and emotional development, literacy, mathematics, understanding the world, expressive arts and design.  
World Schools (2021) says that the English curriculum is very popular and is a highly regarded curricula in the world of international education. Schools from different countries such as Madrid choose the British curriculum because they view it as the best choice for their students.
World Schools (2021) tells us that there are 4 main benefits of the English curriculum. They explain that one of the benefits is a globally recognized system. Another benefit from the English curriculum is that it’s focused on both breadth and depth. If well-defined key stages are provided, then there’s a clear understanding of the process. The curriculum encourages growth beyond the classroom. 
Training 
It is important that regular training and development courses are put in place for practitioners to guarantee they understand the curriculum, however according to The Education exchange (2020) practitioners are finding the curriculum development hard to understand.

Practitioners who are finding the curriculum hard could be those who haven’t had the correct training or been funded to be trained. BBC (2017) tells us that there are 20,000 practitioners in the UK that aren’t being funded to go on training courses.

Early Years Careers (2016) explains that updating your knowledge regularly is very important whilst working in the early years sector. It is crucial that this does not get ignored in early years settings. To be able to update their knowledge, practitioners will need to go on training courses but despite that Early Years Careers (2016) explains that sourcing training can be an issue. Addressing the training needs of practitioners is a decision that should be carried out by management. 

Early Years Careers (2016) tells us that Ofsted are eager to view how staff training and development has had an impact on the setting and the child’s learning and development. Therefore, they explain that cascading information from training sessions to other practitioners can help retain quality practice however if a practitioner cascades the incorrect information because they misunderstood can have a negative impact. 

Early Years Careers (2016) mentions that if practitioners want to keep up to date with current changes which can be legislation or changes to the practice, then they should attend regular training sessions to meet the new requirements. Over the years there have been many changes to the policies and procedures, therefore it is highly important that practitioners are aware of any changes so they can give the best care possible. 

New Curriculum

TheSchoolRun (2021) explain that Wales will be studying a new curriculum from September 2022 and says that primary schools will be the first to switch to the new curriculum. 

TheSchoolRun (2021) says that the curriculum is being updated to raise standards, reduce the attainment gap between students and equip young people to lead ‘fulfilling personal, civic and professional lives’ in modern society. The new curriculum aims to prepare children to thrive in the future. The new Welsh curriculum will be used by children from the age of three to sixteen. Instead of having separate curriculums for primary and secondary schools, it will all be joint. 
TheSchoolRun (2021) explains that the curriculum will be statutory for every maintained school in Wales. The non-maintained schools don’t have to follow the curriculum, instead they will have to provide a ‘broad and balanced’ teaching programme. 

TheSchoolRun (2021) explains the new curriculum will have two hierarchies which will be the national-level Curriculum which is defined by the Welsh Government and the school-level curriculum will follow the national-level curriculum but will work differently. It won’t concentrate on knowledge or skills but will allow settings to provide a balance of knowledge, skills, and experiences. 

TheSchoolRun (2021) says that the new curriculum for Wales has been developed to fulfil four key purposes. The curriculum aims to discover children that are or will be ambitious, capable learners, healthy and confident individuals. 

The updated curriculum will have six areas of learning. The first area is Expressive arts which covers art, dance, drama, film, digital media, and music. This area will encourage children to be creative and will include performance. 
The second area is Humanities which covers geography, history, RE, business studies and social studies. This area will be based on human experiences and will cover Welsh culture. 
The third area is Health and wellbeing which covers physical, psychological, emotional, and social aspects of life. This area aims to help students make informed decisions about their health and wellbeing and how to manage social influences.
The fourth area is science and technology. The fifth area is mathematics and numeracy and in the early years the area will involve learning through play. As the child develops in later stages the area will include working both independently and collaboratively with others.
The final area is languages, literacy and communication which will include Welsh and English literature and international languages. Welsh language teaching will still be compulsory. 

As practitioners get ready to start the new curriculum, they should remember to focus on concentrating on the new as there’s evidence showing that the old curriculum needed updating. Donaldson had reported that the foundation phase needed updating in the Donaldson report.


Part 2
The Unique Child

Early Years Matters (2021) explain that every child is unique and are continuously learning and can be resilient, capable, confident and self-assured. 
Early Years Matters (2021) says that babies and young children mature in each individual area of development in their own time and in the child’s own individual way. Inclusion means that individuals and communities are all seen equally, and no child or family is discriminated against. Even though young children are being protected by adults they are still vulnerable, they will develop resilience when their wellbeing is being guarded. Health and well-being is an essential part of children’s emotional, environmental and spiritual health. 

Teach Early Years (2021) voices that inclusion is sometimes only applied specifically to children who identify as having special educational needs and are learning in mainstream settings. Regardless, it has a bigger meaning and is also applied to the practices, attitudes and the values that are there to create a community where everyone is comfortable. 

UCONN (No Date) tell us that theorists Piaget and Vygotsky believed that every child is unique and has their own temperament and learning style. They believed that the child brings their uniqueness into every new experience and takes an active role in the process of learning through their knowledge in these experiences. 

Because every child is unique it is important that practitioners are aware when there could be a medical problem. If a child has unique/special needs or a medical problem they are more than likely to develop slower than a child with no needs.

The British Association for Early Childhood Education (No Date) says that to support every child’s learning and development you should start by :

Observation
Children should be observed as they act and interact in their play, day to day activities and planned activities. Practitioners should also learn from parents about what the child does at home (The British Association for Early Childhood Education). 

Assessment
By assessing the child, the practitioner should be able to tell us about the children. 
Planning                                                                                                                                                 Practitioners should examine different ways to support every individual child to strengthen and enhance their current learning and development. Practitioners should also use development statements to identify possible areas to challenge the child’s current development. 
There are 45,000 deaf children currently living in the UK according to The Hearing Fund (2016). Deafness in a child makes them unique in learning as they aren’t able to develop as a child who is able to hear would. 
The Hearing Fund (2016) says that 40% of deaf children have additional needs. A great deal of deaf children tries hard to communicate with their family but struggle. Their language develops at a slower rate compared to children that can hear. 
It is said by The Hearing Fund (2016) that if deaf children have the right support there isn’t a reason for their language to develop any slower than a child with hearing. It is important that deaf children can communicate effectively and access information by the appropriate methods which could be sign language, oral communication or many more approaches however National Deaf Children’s Society (2020) claims that key staff for deaf children have been cut within the past two years in England.
“Yet more cuts to key staff as deaf children fall behind at school” National Deaf Children’s Society (2020). 

The report published by the CRIDE which stands for Consortium for Research in Deaf Education, shows that there has been a cut in specialist staff for children, this report is published every year and had shown that within the past two years that teaching assistants for deaf children have fallen by 10%. Deaf and sign language instructors who promote sign language and teach it had dropped by 12%. 
Hidden Hearing (No Date) tells us that most deaf children and adults use British Sign Language. Having said that British sign language isn’t mandatory in the UK. British Sign Language has been recognised as a language by the government in 2003 says Parliament (2017). 

It is important that practitioners think about the way they assess deaf children, they may need to change the way they assess the child to make sure it’s fair because of their unique needs. 
Every Deaf Child (2010) says that the purpose of assessment will always be different, but the principles and good practice remain constant. They explain that assessment should always be seen as a positive and should promote a positive outcome. 

Every Deaf Child (2010) says that the factors that influence the progress of deaf children are many and complex and should be understood when considering the purpose and use of assessment. There factors include age at diagnosis, age at and type of early intervention, aetiology, the presence of other disabilities, age at fitting of hearing aids or implants and the quality and nature of interactions between the child and parent. 

Verywell family (2020) tell us that deaf children are entitled to the appropriate education in public schools which is free. Some deaf children benefit from and even prefer specialized schools for the deaf there are 20 schools for the deaf says the National Deaf Childrens Society (2021) but not every child will have access to the schools. 

Resources for early learning (2014) explains that assessment in childhood is a procedure of gathering information about a child, reviewing the information, and using the information to plan educational activities that’s easily understandable and at the level where a child can understand and learn from. Assessment is a critical part of a high-quality program. 

By observing and documenting a children’s work and seeing their performance over the course of a year allows a practitioner to accumulate a record and gain knowledge of the child’s growth and development. With the information the practitioners have gained they can begin to plan appropriate and effective individualized instructions for each child says Resources for early learning (2014). They go onto say that the assessment record is a good method to share with parents so they can understand their child’s progress, they will also be learning the child’s strengths and challenges. It is also beneficial as parents can plan activities at home to help extend the child’s learning. 
The Welsh Government (2014) states that assessment for children is important and that a local authority must offer an assessment to any child if they suspect that the child has needs for care. The local authority must discover whether a child has needs for care and support and if discovered that they have then what are the specific needs. Whilst carrying out assessments, the local authority must assess the developmental needs of the child and discover what the child wants to achieve. The Welsh Government (2014) explains that a disabled child is presumed to need care and support as well as or instead of the care and support provided by the child’s family. 
Assessment is important according to Resources for Early learning (2014) because it provides practitioners, parents, and families with important information about a child’s development and growth. It is important that everyone is aware of the information to understand and develop the next steps. 
Resources for Early Learning (2014) explains there are different methods of assessment for children. They explain that methods of assessment can be informal and formal. Both methods are effective and can help practitioners and parents be aware about the child’s progress and development. 
Resources for Early Learning (2014) tell us that observations can be made with minimal or no intrusion into children’s activities. Practitioners can observe every element of development which includes intellectual, linguistic, social-emotional and physical development. Portfolio is another method of assessment which records data that is collected through work that the children have created over a piece of time. The collection shows the progress of a child’s development.
Early Years Matters (2021) says that assessment in the Early Years Foundation Stage is of two main types. The first is on-going assessment which is what practitioners do day to day to ensure they know what the child has learned or is able to do already to be able to help the child develop further. This can also be called formative assessment because it allows practitioners or specialists to inform the next steps that are planned with the child and parent.                                                                                                                                                                          The second type according to Early Years Matters (2021) which is known as summative assessment takes place twice in the Early Years Foundation Stage. When a child is between 24 and 36 months the outcomes of the assessment will be recorded and practitioners and parents will be able to use the information that they’ve discovered to identify the child’s strengths and learning needs, next there is another assessment that is at the end of the Early Years Foundation Stage when children are in their final term of reception class. This is beneficial because they can gather the whole information from on-going assessments made about or for the child. The information will be added to a record of the children’s achievement.
All these methods include a lot of paperwork and writing, having said that SchoolsWeek (2021) explains that there’s a report which shows that teachers aren’t too happy when assessing as there is a large amount of writing which can be added pressure. 
 According to Resources for Early Learning (2014) assessment can provide records of growth in every development area, which are cognitive, physical/motor, language, social-emotional and different approaches to learning. Assessment assists to identifying children that could benefit from additional support and determine if there is any need for intervention or support services. Assessment is important because it helps practitioners to prepare suitable and individualized work for a child or group of children that are at the same stage in their development. Assessment can be seen as essential as it identifies strengths and weaknesses within a program and information on how well the program is doing and if it meets the needs and goals of the children.
University of Reading (No Date) explains that a well-designed assessment can motivate active learning especially when the assessment delivery is engaging and unusual. Peer and self-evaluation can encourage numerous of skills such as reflection, critical thinking, and self-awareness. However, scoodle (No Date) says that children may not understand why assessment is taking place in the classroom and it would be important for the practitioners to have conversations with the children about the assessment plans. It is important that the practitioners explain why and what they are assessing in a clear manner and that the children understand thoroughly what’s going on. 
Scoodle (No Date) tells us that assessment isn’t usually seen as a negative, but practitioners and children can sometimes see assessment negatively because everything must be taught beforehand and can be time consuming. Practitioners will find this hard as they already have paperwork so the added assessment paperwork can put a strain on them. 


























Word Press (No Date) says that risky play is usually defined as play that provides opportunities for challenge, testing limits, exploring boundaries, and learning about injury risk. Adventure And Education And Out Door Learning (No Date)  explains risky play always involves a risk of physical injury but can be a thrilling and exciting form of play. 

The Nature Of Things (2021) explains that risky play involves children experimenting and pushing themselves to figure out what will happen without knowing the exact outcome. Mariana Brussoni explains that when children don’t go far enough with their play, they can find it boring, but when they go too far, it can become scary. Brussoni’s work in injury prevention research shows that engaging in risky play can reduce the risk of injury. 

Why is Risk Play Important? 
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Famly (2021) says that one of the most essential things to remember about risky play in the early years is to trust the children. The child is motivated and knows its own boundaries most of the time. 





Early Years Resources (2018) says that children should be always kept safe from potential harm and hazards but express they also need to explore and take risks. Which is why risky play is beneficial to children’s development.
When children are involved in risky play, they are challenging themselves on numerous levels. They will challenge themselves physically, emotionally, and mentally. 






Famly (2020) says that risky play is important to a child’s development simply because they enjoy it. When a child is engaged and focused on an activity it is very likely to be a great way of learning. The importance is also the fact children learn about risk, if they won’t be exposed to risk in their lives it won’t be beneficial in the future. 

Early Years Resources (2018) explains that risk allows children to push themselves to the limits of their capabilities and allows them space to progress. Risk also allows children to feel in control of their actions. They learn boundaries in a safe and useful environment however WJEC (2019) explain that parents or guardians of a child have the responsibility to keep them safe from harm. Some parents can be overprotective over their children and would rather their children not take part in risk play. WJEC (2019) explain that parents don’t want their child to come to harm and would prefer them to not take part in risk play, this could be because some parents aren’t fully aware of the positive outcomes. 






Outdoor learning provides children with the opportunity to engage in a riskier experience, where they can seek out challenges. Both the risk and responsibility that is experienced with outdoor learning leads to children becoming more self-confident and independent however according to UNICEF children haven’t been able to have the outdoor learning experience within the last two years because of Coronavirus. 





WJEC (2019) explains that the age and development stage take part in why risk play doesn’t happen. Every child develops at a different pace and resources and activities within settings must be suitable for every child. The activities should provide plenty of opportunities for children to take risks carefully. Children are as equal as everyone and should not be forced into anything beyond their ability, they should also stop whenever they feel unsafe. 




WJEC (2019) says that childcare workers have a duty of care to ensure the environment is suitable and safe for children. 

Famly (2020) mention that practitioners tend to encourage boys on risk play and not as much the girls. They tell us that every child is equal and should be encouraged. 







WJEC (2019) tells us that whilst children take part in risk play, the settings main priority is to keep children safe. It is important that children are in a safe and challenging environment because if a child is in an environment where there aren’t any challenges it will not motivate or challenge the child. 
WJEC (2019) explain that when children take risks they build their confidence which contribute to their well-being. 

WJEC (2019) says that play allows children to take risks and by organising their play the children can extend their skills and cope with new emotions. This will help towards the development of self-image and feelings of self-respect. 






WJEC (2019) tells us that whilst children take part in risk play, the settings main priority is to keep children safe. It is important that children are in a safe and challenging environment because if a child is in an environment where there aren’t any challenges it will not motivate or challenge the child. 
WJEC (2019) explain that when children take risks, they build their confidence which contribute to their well-being. 



Bright Horizons (2021) says that taking risks in a safe environment builds confidence and teaches valuable life skills
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