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Title: Using an artefact of Welsh Culture as a stimulus, create a resource in a form of an essay that would be suitable for teachers to use to inspire and enthuse pupils. Base your work on a specific theme. Justify your reasoning with references to theories and relevant current research. 
 Inspiring and enthusing children is a daily task in any learning environment, by doing so effectively we can increase their learning. As Ken Robinson suggests “First teachers must avoid giving the impression that only their views count.” (1982, P.34) If a teacher pushes their views onto learners and does not give them the opportunities to express their own views, they will inevitably take on the views of the teacher, as they haven’t been given the freedom and opportunities to develop their own individual opinions and views.
[bookmark: _GoBack]All children are unique and diverse, so it is undeniable that each child will be creative in their own ways. In the same way that we should celebrate diversity with children, we should celebrate their creativity. We can do this by allowing them to express themselves in ways they feel appropriate (within reason for obvious health and safety reasons). The writers of Brainy-Child.com wrote “most theories of child development view young children as highly creative, with a natural tendency to fantasize, experiment and explore their physical and conceptual environment” (Brainy-child.com, 2002). If we were to deny or hold a child back from following their own instinctive curiosity around creativity, I personally feel that this would be a wrong doing towards any child and could potentially have greater effect on them within other areas, as they may not develop their imagination and creative abilities this can hold them back from things such as creative writing within literacy, or leave them at a disadvantage within physical education as they may not be able to interpret through movement and such.
Cross-Curricular teaching is an effective and often used teaching technique. This teaching technique involves making links to different subjects or areas of learning, through a main theme or in this case artefact. I can incorporate cross curricular teaching within the activities I will later discuss, by including a range of skill development within a session, or even teaching and giving children information relating to different areas of learning. For example, during an art session I could teach children about the history of a love spoon, and where they come from which then gives a cross curricular approach.  “Children often need to be motivated to learn when in schools” (Barnes, J. 2015, p. 187) By incorporating a cross curricular approach within teaching we are able to give children this motivation as they will not view the learning as subjects, it may be more interesting and exciting, in the sense that they don’t have set lessons for each subject, and they can learn anything at any time.
Within this piece of writing I will be discussing my artefact, which is the oldest dated love spoon, which is on display at the National Museum of Wales. The activities I will discuss are put together with key stage two in mind. I have chosen this age group and artefact as I feel they have a good partnership to each other, with appropriate age ability and relevance to the curriculum documents. This then enables lessons and activities that also grant the opportunity for an educational visit, to allow children to see the love spoon for themselves at the museum.
The use of this artefact links well to Cwricwlwm Cymreig as Love spoons are linked closely with Welsh history and culture, which is an important part within the curriculum. As I will later discuss my overall theme for this topic of work will be Santes Dwynwen, which again has major links to the curriculum in terms of it being a part of Welsh culture and history.
 
For this assignment I am going to be focusing my activities around the stimulus of a Love spoon. More specifically, the earliest surviving love spoon which is currently held in St Fagan’s National History Museum (appendix B) the main theme of all the lessons I have included within this assignment, is Saint Dwynwen Day or Dydd Santes Dwynwen.  I have made this my overall theme as it links clearly to the Love spoon artefact, and opens pathways to other learning possibilities, as I found it restricting to base them all entirely around Love Spoons.
The activities and lessons to be discussed within this assignment are prepared and discussed with key Stage Two children in mind. This is because I feel that the depth of understanding and learning I want to go into within the lessons is more suitable for these learners in comparison to Foundation Phase learners.
Prior to beginning the activities to later be discussed, the children would benefit from an educational visit to the National Museum of Wales, St Fagan’s. During this educational visit children are able to see the earliest surviving love spoon that is on display there, alongside other love spoons from Welsh history. This can begin to enthuse children and increase their interest in the topic by seeing how the love spoons fit into welsh history and culture, and children can use this experience to think and discuss what they want to learn about regarding the topic, and from this the activities and lessons will have a good base to start from. 
 
Activity 1 – Design and Technology. 
Firstly, following the educational visit would be a Design and Technology activity, the main goal of this session would be to design their own love spoon. This activity would begin discussion around love spoons and their origins and meanings. From this the children can then make assumptions to what the different symbols and shapes on love spoons mean. After assumptions are made the children can match correct definitions to the correct shape/symbol using a matching cards game (appendix C). This introductory activity will develop a range of skills within the curriculum, for example under the heading of designing, the skills being developed include, using a range of information sources to generate ideas, and Investigate how existing products look and function as a source of ideas for their own products. After this, the main body of the activity would have the children designing and planning their own love spoons. They can look at the work of Welsh love spoon artist, Mike Davies (Appendix D) to inspire them and show them the many different ways a love spoon can be made and designed. Children would then have the opportunity to consider appropriate materials, shapes, sizes, and whatever else is deemed essential to be able to make a love spoon. 
Within the Cwricwlwm Cymreig, under the Historical Sub-Heading, this activity has clear links with the point, to visit historical sites using artefacts, making comparisons between past and present, and developing an understanding of how these have changed over time.  The use of assessment for learning strategies is essential for managing children’s understanding. For this activity I would use strategies such as 60 second summary and think pair share. The 60 second summary strategy would be used over the course of a few sessions, to determine learners’ knowledge and understanding throughout a topic. Children can report back to the class teacher in small groups about how their partner did in the AFL task to ensure the teacher can record how the children are coping with the topic on hand. 

Activity 2 – Art
The second activity would be an art lesson. This is a clear follow on session from the first Design and Technology activity. The children would begin by looking over the designs they had created and collecting the relevant materials, such as clay or cardboard for themselves. This gives them more control over their learning and the activity as they are responsible for collecting the resources they will need. Once the children have all collected the resources they need, they would watch a demonstration from the class teacher on how to create the base of the love spoon, so they understand and are able to develop the specific skill. After the children have made the initial spoon, they will be left to create and add on the shapes and designs to their love spoon, following their design. The teacher and additional adults within the class would work around the class to support where needed, but this activity is purely down to the children’s expressive and creative ability development so there would be minimal adult involvement. 
Within the key stage 2 Art and design curriculum, the skills that would be developed within this lesson include, to explore, experiment with and apply the elements of art, craft and design, specifically developing skills of pattern, texture, shape and form. As the Love spoons being created are to be 3-D. The skill of designing and making within this curriculum is also relevant. 
Within the Cwricwlwm Cymreig, as with the first activity will link to the historical aspect, for visiting historical sites, using artefacts, making comparisons between past and present and developing an understanding of how these have changed over time.  

Activity 3 – Music
The third activity within this topic could be a Music lesson. Prior to this lesson, children would have some basic understanding of musical terminology, such as melody, structure, timbre and others, this will then aid them in their ability during a range of future lessons. The children can listen to music from welsh artists such as
Cerys Matthews (Appendix E) and Katherine Jenkins (Appendix F). From listening to this music, they can devise a list of rules for a love song and what is required, this can be done starting in small buzz groups, that will discuss and come to a collective decision on what they think is essential for a love song. After this the buzz groups will report back to the teacher who would scribe their responses, ending with debate and a hopeful consensus on a single set of rules for a love song. Once this introduction to love songs and a basic knowledge and understanding of what is required for a love song is set, children can work in buzz groups again, but this time they can create their own love song. By the children creating their own set of rules for this they have taken control of their own learning and are more likely to stick to the rules, also from them creating the rules themselves they have begun to develop knowledge for themselves rather than the standard sitting at a desk type of learning.  
Within the curriculum for music children will develop skills such as, performing, including singing, maintaining a part in a group, playing an instrument, and making decisions within their composition as a group. Under the Composing heading with in the skills, children should explore, use, create, select and organise sounds for a musical purpose, they should develop and refine their musical ideas, and also communicate ideas and emotions through music.  Finally, within appraising children should recognise and describe musical; characteristics, and also discuss and evaluate music, making connections between their own and others work.  
Within Cwricwlwm Cymreig the cultural aspect will be included, specifically, exploring the creative and expressive arts in Wales and in the broader Celtic tradition; contemporary literature, music, art, craft, dance, and sport. 
Using an artefact within any area of learning can be majorly beneficial. It can be an effective method of engaging and encouraging learning in new and interesting ways that children may not see often enough. “Raising the cognitive stakes in lessons is about trying to find effective systems for analysing the thinking that happens in classrooms and to establish better ways to harness its power for all pupils.” (2015, p. 30). By using an artefact to guide a topic of learning, we can guide children’s thinking. 
An Article written by Halliday, J (2017) a writer for the Guardian, wrote about a school in Bradford who have a strong emphasis on the development and use of the arts (especially music) within their school.  He wrote “the schools attendance has increased to 98%, as the amount of music being taught has risen” this goes to show that the use of the expressive arts, particularly music within schools, can have a major effect on children’s desire to attend school, as the percentage shows a huge increase that can be seen as an effect of the high priority of music. 
Halliday, J (2017) Also wrote within the article, “Idrees who became headteacher in 2013, admits the new approach was a big risk, but he says he is now convinces it could transform other struggling schools”. It is encouraging to see and hear about schools such as this one, that are leading the implementation of greater emphasis on the arts, as it is a big risk, as they have stated. By having such a positive effect come of the changes, such as in attendance, and scores within national tests, we can really see how it can benefit children and schools, and this may encourage more schools to take the leap, and encourage a greater involvement within the arts. 
Donaldson (2015) says within his report “the curriculum is continuously subject to pressures to change, and the specific form that the curriculum takes will change over time in response to circumstances” this point can be argued in conversation around using an artefact to teach, as the curriculum is ever changing and always improving, but no matter what the content of the curriculum, an artefact can always be used to support and aid learning, as it can inspire and give children a solid base to branch their learning off of, which can be especially effective for some learners.
 
Until recent years, there hasn’t been as much focus on the expressive arts, as there is on subjects such as maths, or literacy. The expressive arts have not been made of such an importance, and this can come down to the pressure on teachers to ensure children reach the expected scores on national tests and such. Children have such high pressures on them to do well academically, that their creative development can sometimes be left as a second thought and can be neglected. 
Meehan, J (2015) said, “Achievement in the expressive arts also provides a basis for lifelong participation and can ultimately contribute to a thriving economy and cultural life for Wales”, from this we can see her opinion that the arts can open up new opportunities for children and their development. They can become more able and willing to work as a group, they can become more aware of their emotional wellbeing, and they can uncover a deeper understanding of various learning through the arts that will support them greatly in everyday life.
In some cases, schools can lack dedication towards the arts, as they aren’t included in national tests, however they are still within the curriculum and are a vital aspect within children’s development. This is supported by,

“Children deserve more than a utilitarian education. They should be taught to
expand their horizons and imaginations, contributing to their development of
self. The hard fact is also that such development helps people get jobs, not
least in the creative industries”
-Atkinsons, M (2016)
It is essential to ensure that there is skill development and learning as well as fun and creativity within lessons and activities. If an activity does not develop and enhance learning then, it will simply be for fun, and however enjoyable this will be for the children, the purpose of school is for learning and development, so to deny them of that, would be wrong. This can be supported by, 
“Children often find making something an enjoyable experience, and they approach it with confidence, but for many children this enjoyable experience may remain as that and nothing else.”
Siraj-Blatchford, J. & MacLeod-Brunedell, Iain.  (1999)
The visual and expressive arts are very malleable to the ever-changing times within society, meaning the huge incorporation of technology in recent years has fit in very well to this area of learning. However, technology can sometimes take over, and the focus of developing creativity can be lost, through preinstalled programmes, and templates. Vecchi, V (2010) said, “Nor do we sufficiently discuss changes in learning caused by the new digital environment offered to children” from this we can see the agreement in technology causing an effect on the learning children have going on. They are constantly surrounded by phones, tablets, laptops, televisions, and such in their home life, and then coming into school, they are again bombarded with interactive whiteboards, iPads, and computers. This could potentially be seen as a majorly positive attribute to schools, in getting on board with the technical age, as children having a strong ability and basis in using technology meaning they are more likely to fit well into the future general environment of work and life, as it is headed in a very technology based direction. 
Piaget’s theory, is based on the ideas that children and their learning come from their interactions as they are social beings. Their learning is essentially based upon the situations they are exposed to. By exposing children to a variety of expressive art topics, they can become more able and understanding within the expressive arts, enabling them to develop according to curriculum expectations. 
By encouraging children within the expressive arts, through lessons such as those explained within this piece of writing, Piaget’s theory can essentially be supported. Children who are exposed and encouraged to make sufficient progress in their development of the expressive arts, are more likely to be actively involved, and show a variety of interests within the various expressive arts. This could potentially increase possibilities for improvement within other areas of learning and subjects. Through the increased encouragement of the expressive arts, we can support children in elevating self confidence levels, within things such as literacy, maths, and science. Although these subjects aren’t directly linked to the visual and expressive arts they could effectively be supported unintentionally from the increase in Expressive arts Focus. 
McLeod (2014) said, “Like Piaget, Vygotsky believes that young children are curious and actively involved in their own learning” these two theories both support the idea that children need hands on and active involvement in their learning and development to make sufficient progress. By children having an active role, they can take control of their learning and feel more responsible for their progress, which can then also encourage them in other aspects to be more independence. 
Vygotsky’s theory is based around the assumption, that children learn from social interactions. He believed that the community surrounding a child plays a central role in their understanding of concepts and the world around them. This may suggest that a child brought up in a deprived area may not perform as well academically as they may not be exposed to a high standard of opportunities to support and extend their learning in their home life, which can minimise their experiences and therefore influence their development. However, a child in a more privileged area may have access to more enriching experiences, as well as a high overall level of academic culture within their community, this can then enable them to have a more enriched childhood and enable them to reach milestones more smoothly. 

To conclude, from experiencing this unit of work, I believe the use of an artefact is extremely beneficial within the classroom, and especially within the visual and expressive arts.  The use of an artefact can inspire and excite children and encourage them to participate and have a greater involvement within activities and lessons. 
The activities discussed within this piece of writing, I feel are beneficial for children; they work well around the artefact and main theme, and give children a hand on experience to support them in their learning of knowledge and skill development. “The child’s intercourse with the physical world provides the main constraints on and contributes to intelligence” (1998, p. 17) this supports the idea that through hands on learning children can develop strong concepts and knowledge about the world around them. 
After this topic is completed, children could display their work and music made in the sessions in a type of display for parents and possibly other classes within the school to visit and see, this could be set up as a display somewhere in the school in order to add to the contribution of the aesthetics of the school environment.
Another idea, could be to have all the children’s compositions made into a CD that can then be put on sale at a fair within the school to raise money for a cause, whether it be within the school or outside of the school. This will give children a goal to work toward, and can support them in their moral development, as they will be raising money for a cause that will help others rather than for their own benefit.
I feel that from the research I have done, I now have a deeper understanding of how to use an artefact to inspire and enthuse children in many different aspects of their education, I will be more capable of incorporating it into my own classroom and lessons, and I feel that this will have a positive effect on my abilities as a teacher.
The use of an artefact is majorly effective in meeting aspects of Cwricwlwm Cymreig. By using an artefact of welsh culture, children may be able to develop an understanding of a rage of aspects within the Cwricwlwm Cymreig, and depending on the subject areas used in conjunction with the artefact a range of knowledge and learning can take place to meet different needs.
To conclude in relation to theory, Vygotsky and Piaget have similar underlying themes within their theories, even if the main content does show a lack of agreement. They both agree that children should take control of their learning, weather their learning begins from environmental factors and the world around them, as Piaget believes, or whether it be that the children learn from others and social interactions as Vygotsky believes. 
Children being in control of their learning can increase children’s interest within subjects and topics, and so within the Visual and expressive arts, children taking control gives a greater sense of achievement, alongside developing their creative and natural abilities. 
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