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AIMS
· To develop a critical awareness and appreciation of scholarly issues surrounding the stabilisation of biblical texts and their transmissions, and the formation of the biblical canon.
· To help students identify different literary genres across both Old and New Testaments by engaging with a representative sample of primary texts (in translation).
LEARNING OUTCOMES
By the end of this module students should be able to:  

· demonstrate an informed understanding of the diversity and range of languages and literary genres found in the Hebrew Bible and the New Testament;
· analyse critically on how early versions of the texts can act as interpretations;
· contextualize specific biblical passages within their wider literary and canonical contexts;
· identify typological links between the Hebrew Bible and the New Testament and examine critically the theological claims implicit in these links;
· assess the contribution to the history of biblical interpretation of a selection of key figures and movements.

CONTENT
· Examination of the critical issues and questions surrounding scholarly debate of the composition of the Pentateuch, the Deuteronomistic History and the Prophetic Literature.
· Historical overview of the different Ancient Versions of the Bible (including the Septuagint, Targum, Peshitta) and how these versions are used in biblical scholarship.
· The reception of the Hebrew Scriptures in late Second Temple Judaism and in early Christian writings.
· Analysis of the critical issues and questions surrounding the formation of the Synoptic Gospels (including source criticism and redaction criticism) and the composition of the Gospel of John.
· Examination of recent scholarly debates on the gospel genre and on the communities that supposedly lie behind the canonical Gospels.
· The transmission and reconstruction of the New Testament, including the principles of establishing the New Testament text.


ASSESSMENT
Coursework	100%
· An analysis of passages from The Hebrew Bible and New Testament (2,000 words)
· Encyclopaedia article (1,000 words)
· Essay     (2,000 words)
Example assignment: 
· Analyse two passages (one from the Hebrew Bible and one from the New Testament) paying particular attention to issues of literary genre and canonical context, as well as offering a comparative analysis of the interpretative renderings of the passage in question. 
· Write a concise article on the distinctive contribution of one significant biblical scholar.
· Outline the different theories regarding the editing of the Deuteronomistic History and offer an informed assessment as to where the scholarly debate now stands. 
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