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Reasons for Choosing Topic (one short paragraph):
I am choosing this topic because I had previous lectures on this point in Chinese history and really enjoyed researching for those assignments, therefore I want to broaden my knowledge of this area

Preliminary Summary of Themes, Aims and Objectives (one to three paragraphs):
My aim is to explore why the Qing dynasty collapsed, and the events at the end of the 19th Century, primarily involving the factor of foreign influence. The themes will involve the ones listed below but my essay will most likely just focus on the one in detail.
- Taiping Rebellion of 1850-1864 against Christian ideas
- Boxer Rebellion of 1899-1901 (the end of Qing)- anti-foreign movement
- 2nd opium war in 1860 and the unequal treaties
- Propaganda posters, image of different country leaders cutting up a pie called China, and posters by boxers against foreign trade
- Colonialism and how it’s seen in history, both Chinese and British
- Potentially look at how one event linked to another
- How they are seen by future generations and the mythology that has come from these events




Brief Preliminary List of Primary and Secondary Sources (mention any relevant archives, etc. here):
· Chinese court issued documents of the Boxers, translated into English
· Propaganda posters, done by the boxers and also of cartoons at the time of colonialism
· Modern historians on the history and myths of the Boxers, such as Paul A. Cohen’s “History in Three Keys: The Boxers as Event, Experience, and Myth”
· To explore the impact Taiping had on future events, and the influence of religion on the end of the Qing dynasty there is “God's Chinese Son: The Taiping Heavenly Kingdom of Hong Xiuquan” by Chinese historian Jonathan D. Spence
· “Imperial Twilight: The Opium War and the End of China's Last Golden Age” by renowned historian Stephen R Platt will be used to shine a light on the unequal treaties, how China was manipulated through trading with the West, colonialism, the “opening” of China and how it ended years of traditions and dynasties.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]These will hopefully spark a certain interest and help me form a more specific dissertation question
