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Preparing for Higher Education

Willetts (2017) states that at universities people can gain knowledge through learning new things and can be challenged on the things they thought they knew. University inspires new ideas which can be transferred to future generations. Willetts also argues that universities are all different and that there is no ‘’bad’’ universities, as the aim of all of them is the same, which is to provide people with lifelong opportunities and enhance their knowledge and skills. Higher education is education people join after finishing school, which is carried out in Universities and Colleges. Higher education gives you a chance to study a subject you are interested in and gives you a higher chance to develop in your chosen career and a possibility in higher earnings (Nidirect, 2022). While studying in higher education there will be different ways of learning such as, attending lectures, workshops, seminars, doing group projects and independently studying at home or in university/college. There are different types of qualifications that can be received after studying at higher education. Those include, diplomas, foundation degrees, HTQ’s and bachelor's degrees (National Careers Service, 2022). Lough (2022) Informs that former Prime Minister Tony Blair encourages people to go into higher education as it would significantly raise national productivity levels and they are expecting pupils that enter higher education to rise to 60% by 2030 and up to 70% by 2040. It is also mentioned by Lord Johnson of Marylebone, the former minister of universities that, there are not enough highly skilled individuals to appoint vacancies where higher education is required, therefore by completing higher education, individuals will have more job opportunities. 
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Mind Map 

 Please follow this link to view my mind map: https://mm.tt/map/2481531492?t=Xvn081WMwr



Video Presentation 


Please follow this link to view my video: https://youtu.be/vUzfMe_tOs8 





















Reflection

[bookmark: _Int_9liMV4HC][bookmark: _Int_OaOQLw4h][bookmark: _Int_51PBRp25]Reflecting on last year when I started university for the first time doing Care HE, the first thought that comes into my mind is fear, especially fear of the unknown. My biggest concern was the fact that the last time I was in education was when I was in school which was 8 years ago and the thought of not being able to do my work up to university standards. The first week was tough, due to being out of education for quite a long time but as time went on, I was relieved that all the tutors were there to help and provide all the information that we needed to help us with our chosen course. In the lives of students, teachers can provide them with the support they need and students' creativity can also be pushed by teachers (University of the people, 2022). After finishing university last year and starting my professional policing degree this year I came back to university with a different attitude. I knew what to expect and that tutors would help me along the way, which made me feel more at ease and excited to be back learning. Getting to grips with online learning last year was very hard as it was covid pandemic and a lot of learning was done through “teams” which I had never used before.  After watching the guidance provided by tutors on how to use it and after using it regularly, I have become confident in using it and wish I had learned before about such useful software. By learning how online learning works, you will increase your technical literacy and by learning online it is possible to interact and communicate with your peers and tutors in different ways (University of St.Augustine for health science, 2020). When it came to writing my first assignment, I felt quite lost. Despite the tutor explaining the process of writing an assignment, it was rather scary as it was my first time writing one. For the first two assignments, I remember not concentrating on criteria as at the time I thought it was more important to concentrate on the task that was set. After receiving my first mark and reading the notes left by the tutors, I realised that by following the criteria and using more information sources, such as books and credible journals, I will be able to get higher marks and will find out more information (Heinemann Blog, 2018).
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