[bookmark: _GoBack]How is imperialism dealt with in Gladiator?
In the film Marcus Aurelius wanted Maximus to take control of Rome and make it a republic as it was founded, this showed he was more a leader than a ruler and was a likable character as he was not imperialistic as someone would have expected at that era. His son Commodus however was angered at his father’s decision to give the rule to Maximus and tried to have him executed. This is a key characteristic at the start of his tyranny. The film, in part focuses on his dictatorship and the rise and fall of his political power. Commodus wanted to take all the power for himself instead of becoming a republic state, Gladiator portrayed Commodus as a weak leader who was desperate for the approval of his subjects.
Gladiator seems to represent the feelings of how the crowd would be against a tyrant and how his sister and senate are opposed to Commodus. Towards the end of the film the crowd is celebrating Maximus instead of Commodus which seems to worry Commodus, who decides to gain the crowds approval by challenging Maximus. Even his own guards are in defiance of him by refusing to give him their weapons when he is disarmed, this shows his power is not important at that time since his guards are willing to let him to be killed. 
Ridley Scott has directed the film to a high level by showing how the audience would see the political power as well as trying to create a film with how people of that era may react to certain leaders. 

