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Using Latin dictionaries

*Reading Latin offers a total learning

vocabulary list at the back of the T&V
volume

*You are by now familiar with entries like:
frater fratr-is 3m brother
fan-um i 2nshine
noceo 2 I harm (+ dat.)
lego 3legi lectus I read
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Learning dictionaries

. The next step up from a text book:
specifically aimed at students learning Latin

. Learning dictionaries give abbreviated
Information

. Selective vocabulary : check the preface if

you are looking for specific authors/periods!!

_ e.g. for Medieval Latin, Cassell’s dictionary is
little help: “concerning itself with ‘classical Latin’,
as used from about 200 BC to 100 AD’.
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Cassell’s Latin Dictionary

Hence MCLIC, Bl éanslia s ey
brokem, Jr.rn.EM:'.'f, enfeeiled,
friter -tris, m. « ‘brother; Irater
FerMAanus, o braother; fratres, |
brothers and sisters: also g cousin DT
i brother-in-laze. “Uranst., o comv e,
compatriot, ally.

fraterctlus -i, m. little brother.
ERtnenstiie _Gne . hrothevhood, fraler-

Here, no indication of the declension is given: you must
know nouns well enough to recognise that a noun that has
frater in nominative and a genitive ending in —tris must be

3rddeclension.
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‘légo légére lEm lectum,

Picking the right
head word

legiuncula -ae, f, a small legion,
1€go -are, to ordain, appoint:

of per-
sons, fo make adeputy, delepate E!.IHI-EI-.:'I;I}'
to, of property, to begueath, leave as
a legacy. M. of partic. as subst,
legatus -1, @ deputy; polit., an ambas-
sador, envoy, or the deputy of a magis-
trate; milit., a subordinate :'ﬂmmmfgfr,
C€sp, commander of a legion. N,
légatum -i, a legacy, beguest.
1 ; to collect,
gather, pick, pick up: Rla, to wind L,
spen; wvela, o furl; of places, 1o
pass through, traverse, coast along:
with the eves, ro survey, sean, read,
peruste; our of a number, fo prck cut,
chioose, select.

Hence partic. lectus -a

| -\,
closen, selected; choice, excellent.
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With verbs, both RL and
dictionaries give three or four
Initial forms: the principal parts
These are:

1stperson singular present
indicative (normally active)

[in some: present infinitive, so
that it becomes clear what
conjugation the verb follows]
1stperson singular perfect

indicative (normally active)
Supine




Finding past tense forms

«As we'll see in 2D, perfect tense forms in Latin often
look quite different from the present tense ones:
—lubeo 2 (ussi tussum

*Many Latin dictionaries are quite stingy in Cross-
referencing past tense forms to the present tense

*Therefore, learning the principal parts of each new
ver'b Is veryhelpful —even if you’re not using them
yet!

If you are shopping for a learning dictionary, it’'s worth
looking for this feature
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Academic dictionaries

«Glive far more detailed information on how
each word is used

— spread across time and different authors
— common constructions

— references specific passages

. Aims to capture the totality of language use
In the given period

. USEFUL:Information on standard editions,
abbreviations, and author/text chronologies
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R TR y REET lihp clansmnn: Gotly brothar '

fangl. brather], a brother N iy o
H @ brofher. T LiL: (Futor |

mid, sulve, Plout, Cure, 5,2 08: ef.: mi fro
tor, mil Irader, mi frator, tanoe bl o verlios
edl ele, Gie, Q. Fr. 1L, 4, 1: nnaobo to, mi
frotor, o, ote,, §d, Th,1, 4. 1: L. Dritap ey,
I verr. 2 4. 11, § 26 uxores habent intor

P COHLINNeS D oL maxime heabres cgm Mo |

tribns, Civs, B, (3. 4. 1k &= gl (ralivm n
ratre renuntintim, jd. 1bo 7, 88, 35 et fillus
ab. beatris Hlas, bl (b8, 27, 2: fratrls lis,
Plin. Ep. 8,11, 1 fratros gomind, fedn-Droth-
ery, Cle, Olu, 16, Lty s 1 ]':}l‘. L, J:"'. 41: Tri-
bTves molll, (v, H i, "-T-. nlgo In the ro
verse order: pomind Iribres, Cie, [y, 2 i,
203 Liv, 1, 6, 6 Buet. Caek, 10 Verg, A, 7,

Gil; Oy, H, 17. 950 (and thorelore wrongly |

consurel by Quint: quaediam ordine per-
mniato flunt supervacun, ut alres gomi-
M. Hpme Bl pracecsserint gemind, fratre:
nddery non est necesso, Quint. 0 4, 94) —
LA I wfena i o § " .
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Lewis and Short, s.v. frater.
Only a short section of the

article!
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frater ~tris, m. [cl Slket. bhrdtar-, OIlr.
brathiv, Eng. brother, also Gk. dpdrnp ‘clans-
man']

1 A son of the same father or mother,
brother; ~ter germanis, a full brother. b (pl.)

brother and sister. € (pl., transt., of a kindred
race).

[oui' ~tri et Neri Neptuno Pu.Trinbzo; Ter.dd.giz;
pessiml  Tiberium ~tremy medm  opthmum interfecerunt
Gnaccioral.16; gul me..fuxta Qc st mous ~ter esscl,
austentauit Cie, Red.Sen.20; Lres i ~tres fuerunt, €., Lo,
M. Carbones Feam.9.25.3: pilleatis. . ~tribus (i.e. Castor and
Polliex) CATUL. 3725 gaudent perfusi sanguine ~Lruin ViERG.
2,510} consilis ~ter matre pacdem genitus Liv.3i.0.0; est
—ter quidem, s0dl @X NOUCICA S Her.0,1313; STAT. Theh.
TT.394; & maiere ~trm oius geniti GxL.13.20010).I5;5 (b
adoption) scelera (Iugurthae) in patrem ~tresque oatendhit,
Sar. Jug.33.45 las & tope of devotion) qui in e, ,comsiiis
parens, amore. . ~ter inuentus est Cre, Red Sen.37 —Awpplicd
b animals) Cyprio uelox cum ~tre Lycisce Ov.Mel.3.2204
GraT.2g9; (@ifros.) Haedus. , ~trum yestigin quaent Max.
5,112 ;—{poet,] NEC ~tris radiis obnoxia surgert Luna (ui-
detur) ViErG.(r.1.3005 magnis cum ~tribus Fures intonat
V. It.2.365—( used of nanim. objs. person ified) nspleies (se,
a boolk) illic {tos ex ordine ~1res Ov.Tr.1.1.107; MART.
r2.zl1).bi—{ina place-nitme) quos (1g. montes) Septem ~tres
4 sunili altitudine appeliant Prix.Nal.5.18 —~tres ger-
mianas duos gemines, una matre natbs et patre Wno uno
die Pr.Mes. 1102, Cie Ver.1.135, b ~trum..non in
cestum, sed incustoditum  amoren ad infaminm  traxit
Tac.AnmIdd; Canr.Decl.a4y Lueivs ot Titla ~ires PAUL:
dig.10.2,38.  Suessiones. . ~Lres cotsanguineosque suos,
gl . isdem legibus utantur lic. as the Kemi) Cans.Gal.
2.3.5% Aruerni..ausl Litio se fingere ~ires populi Luc.
1.427;—cf, A% an honarific title for alties) Acduos, ~tres
conSANZUINCosquE SIEPe NUIMErD & senity appellatos CAES,
Gal.r.13.2; Cte. Fam.7.10.4.

2 ~fer patruglis, A son of one's paternal
‘ — ‘e cide); also ~ler
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OLDs.v. frater: only a
fraction of the article
as a whole!




Academic dictionaries

«Coverage varies:

— Oxford Latin Dictionary only up to 200 AD

— Lewis and Short includes Late Antique
authors (incl. Christian authors) but focusses
on Classical texts

. For references and bibliographic info, use
the OLD.
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Online versions

*The Lewis and Short is available online via
the Perseus site:
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/resolve
form?redirect=true&lang=Lafin

*Here, you can search both the full L&S and
the abbreviated version The Elementary Lewis
and Short

*The elementary version Is easier to use at this
stage
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Thesaurus Linguae Latinae

The largest Latin dictionary project is the
Thesaurus Linguae Latinae

Comprehensively collects all data from literary
and epigraphic Latin sources

Founded in the 19thC in the Bavarian Academy of

Sciences but an international effort throughout:
still developing

Full intro to the ThLL here:
hitp://www.thesaurus.badw.de/en/project.html
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http://www.thesaurus.badw.de/en/project.html
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The ThLL

Many entries contain . Each article has
ALL uses of the lemma etymological info, info
[‘head word’] but on where the word is
longer articles with an found, and examples of
asterisk preceding the Its use —where
lemma leave out some necessary divided into
Instances that repeat different sections
earlier material «At Advanced level, you

will be expected to use
this tool
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