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Beer Jar 
Cyfarthfa Castle, Merthyr Tydfil CCM.326.004
Object type: beer jar, jar, storage jar
Material: marl clay 
Period: predynastic- late period
Provenance: Egypt
Dimensions: Height:                   ca. 48    centimetres
                       Width (shoulder):  ca. 16     centimetres
                       Width (base):        ca. 7       centimetres



Description
[bookmark: _GoBack]This is an ovaloid in shape, round based[footnoteRef:1] Egyptian storage jar. It cannot stand on its own and mystifies with its interesting surface structure due to a beige residue of unknown origin, spotting the surface and especially the base of the jar. The base clay appears in a terracotta like brown-orange colour. What appears to be a white slip or pigment is also detectable, only ceasing for a palms-length underneath the shoulder, a space also untouched by the residue. On one side of the neck, just underneath the rim, a dark brown patch is visible. Halfway to the other side of the neck, the numbers 4/5 are written. [1:  Wodzinska, 2009, 4-5.] 

The shoulder of the jar shows crude decorative incised lines. The whole of the object shows some incisions, possible finger and scratch marks likely due to its making, usage and age.    A pot mark can be observed just underneath the shoulder of the jar. 
Although residue partially covers part of the right side of the mark, it is mostly visible and thus comparable to other pot marks found on similarly shaped jars. 
Interpretation
While beer jars make up some of the most excavated pottery types in ancient Egypt, especially from the Old Kingdom,[footnoteRef:2] only a small body of them are inscribed with pottery marks.[footnoteRef:3] Even fewer vessels were incised, as this one appears to have been, with most marked vessels having been impressed.[footnoteRef:4] In West Saqqara, only three percent of beer jars recovered bore pottery marks,[footnoteRef:5] while beer jars from Giza have been inscribed even more rarely.[footnoteRef:6] Around 8% of found vessels at Tarkham and 14% of vessels at Minshat Abu Omar were marked.[footnoteRef:7] Already proving the rarity and value of this object. [2:  Budka and Kammerzell, 2015, 257.]  [3:  Budka and Kammerzell, 2015, 259 and Mawdsley, 2009, 200.]  [4:  Budka and Kammerzell, 2015, 258. ]  [5:  Budka and Kammerzell, 2015, 259.]  [6:  Budka and Kammerzell, 2015, 260.]  [7:  Mawdsley, 2009, 200.] 

From the corpus of overall marked pottery, only wine jars[footnoteRef:8] bread moulds rival the beer jar in quantity.[footnoteRef:9] As the finds from Saqqara show however, most markings stay unclassified,[footnoteRef:10]and to this date remain undeciphered for the most part.[footnoteRef:11] Additionally, no published pot mark completely matches with this specific example, still the mark can give information about potential origins, a funerary context and a time period in which the jar could have been deposited. [8:  Tassie et al, 2005, 209.]  [9:  Budka and Kammerzell, 2015, 260.]  [10:  Budka and Kammerzell, 2015, 259.]  [11:  Budka and Kammerzell, 2015, 262.] 

It is know from excavations such as the ones undertaken by Flinders Petrie between 1911 and 1913 in Tarkhan, Egypt, that marked storage jars similar to this made up part of the pottery corpus found in ancient necropoleis.[footnoteRef:12] Together with pot marks from funerary sites in the east Delta,[footnoteRef:13] Saqqara, Abydos and Minshat Abu Omar, the marked vessels from Tarkhan direct to a potential original location for this jar.[footnoteRef:14]  [12:  Mawdsley, 2009, 198.]  [13:  Tassie et al, 2005, 209.]  [14:  Mawdsley, 2009, 198.] 

Petrie mentions in his reports that most of the marked vessels have been found associated with large hill graves or mastabas,[footnoteRef:15] with most pot bearing vessels excavated from two types of contexts associated with the dead; either funerary or mortuary.[footnoteRef:16] As a funerary offering, marked beer jars were often found deposited inside funerary shafts and less often within burial chambers, making up part of the grave goods.[footnoteRef:17] As part of a mortuary context, these vessels were excavated near or in chapels and in association with false doors, pointing to the use as offering,[footnoteRef:18] as in the case of beer vessels found at Umm el-Qaab in Abydos, offered to Osiris.[footnoteRef:19]  [15:  Mawdsley, 2009, 200.]  [16:  Budka and Kammerzell, 2015, 258.]  [17:  Budka and Kammerzell, 2015, 258.]  [18:  Budka and Kammerzell, 2015, 258.]  [19:  Budka, 2015, 283.] 

Most often, incised beer jars are found in burial shafts, with the smaller quantity recovered from so called dakka; deposits formed by the cutting of tombs into rock, often used to backfill the finished tombs.[footnoteRef:20] Through the robbing of tombs, many vessels have been found outside tombs.[footnoteRef:21] Budka 2015[footnoteRef:22] notices that many beer jars would find equivalents in proximity of temple complexes such as in the one of Mykerinos,[footnoteRef:23] while about 300 intact beer vessels have been found in Djosers pyramid.[footnoteRef:24] [20:  Budka and Kammerzell, 2015, 261 and El-Senussi in Bader and Ownby, 2013, 32.]  [21:  Budka and Kammerzell, 2015, 262.]  [22:  Budka, 2015, 285.]  [23:  El-Senussi in Bader and Ownby, 2013, 31.]  [24:  El-Senussi in Bader and Ownby, 2013, 32.] 

Given that it is testified that it was practice to mark beer vessels prior to and after the Old Kingdom period, dating the vessel proves to be difficult.[footnoteRef:25] It should be mentioned, however, that most marked beer jars found in the west Saqqara excavations have been dated to the Old Kingdom.[footnoteRef:26] On the other side, most ovoid shaped jars from the Tarkham excavations can be dated to the Naqada IIIA2-Naqada IIIC2 period.[footnoteRef:27] Van den Brink 1992[footnoteRef:28] noticed an increase in pot mark use under Djer, Djet, Merneith and Den. The possible attempts at a floral decoration could be dated to the 19th dynasty, however, Ramesside beer jars, then in use, had a flat base.[footnoteRef:29] [25:  Budka and Kammerzell, 2015, 261.]  [26:  Budka and Kammerzell, 2015, 255.]  [27:  Mawdsley, 2009, 202.]  [28:  Van den Brink, 1992, 271.]  [29:  Budka,2015, 294.] 

In regards to the wealth of the deceased or family associated with a marked beer jar, many tombs that included marked vessels at least contain eight or more funerary goods.[footnoteRef:30] If a tomb contained more than 17 vessels in form of grave goods, the chances increase exponentially for it to include a marked vessel,[footnoteRef:31] making it possible that this example came from a tomb containing quite a few vessels. [30:  Mawdsley, 2009, 200.]  [31:  Tassie et al, 2005, 209.] 

Additionally, white washing or coating has been reported as very rare among beer jars.[footnoteRef:32]       It could be associated with a funerary rite involving white pigment, possibly a quite elaborate process.[footnoteRef:33] Regarding the mark itself, linear marks make up most of the incised vessels, perhaps functioning as a potters` or workshops signature. [footnoteRef:34] Alternatively, marks visible on the shoulder of large storage jars were also thought to indicate their contents.[footnoteRef:35]  Only one pot mark (fig.1), although vertical instead of horizontal, matches this mark vaguely.[footnoteRef:36] Fig.1 bears the context number SQ 1816, found at Tarkham in a burial shaft in the lower necropolis and dates back to Pepy II.[footnoteRef:37] Appearance wise, the jar most authentically compares to a large late ware storage jar from ca. 3300-3100 B.C., now on display in The Met museum (fig.2.).[footnoteRef:38]  [32:  Budka and Kammerzell, 2015, 257.]  [33:  El-Senussi in Bader and Ownby, 2013, 33.]  [34:  Mawdsley, 2009, 202.]  [35:  Wodzinska, 2009,248.]  [36:  Budka and Kammerzell, 2015, 270.]  [37:  Budka and Kammerzell, 2015, 270.]  [38:  The Met museum, 2019.
] 
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Fig.1(top) marked pottery sherd (Budka and Kammerzell 2015:270).
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Fig.2 unmarked large late ware storage jar (The Met, 2019).
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Pictures

Storage jar, picture 1-5. ©Mandiza Landsmeer.02.04.2019, Lampeter. 
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