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Targets Based on Previous Assignment
	Targed/Target 1
	 Continue to engage in a wider and deeper background reading. Use the reading list of the module to support.

	Targed/Target 2
	Try and support your key messages with research, who agrees? who disagrees?   

	Targed/Target 3
	 Revise referencing skills. A page number is needed for direct quotes.  



ECAD4008 ASSIGNMENT
Good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching.
[bookmark: _Int_BOdpOmLI]Good teaching and learning sets tasks and selects resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest.
Good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and Experience.
Consider the 3 pedagogic principles outlined above. Discuss these principles in relation to practices in education, showing secure understanding, identifying strengths and areas for development for each principle.

[bookmark: _Int_rxrZVxj5][bookmark: _Int_irPmW8l7]Throughout recent years in Wales, the curriculum based in schools has evolved. The curriculum has changed dramatically due to the country receiving poor PISA test results. Every three years, Wales and international countries across the world take part in PISA tests. PISA stands for ‘Programme for International Student Assessment.’ These tests are conducted to benefit school leaders' knowledge of the academic ability of the fifteen year olds within their setting (OECD, N.D). Wales scored lowest throughout the UK when taking these tests in reading, science, and mathematics (Jerrim. J, 2023). Unfortunately, Wales has often scored extremely low in PISA tests throughout previous years. During March 2014, the Welsh Government asked Professor Graham Donaldson to visit schools, and investigate the curriculum and the way assessments were being carried out, hoping that they would discover the inconsistency within children's learning (Welsh Government, 2015). Professor Donaldson was a Scottish former teacher, and “headed Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Education from 2002-10" (BERA, N.D). Donaldson visited 60 schools in Wales and had several meetings with different members of school staff, such as teachers and headteachers, they also looked at several reports, including those from ESTYN (Welsh Government, 2015). When conversing with teachers, Donaldson discovered that teachers wanted to have more of a choice in what they were teaching in the classroom, he also found that children believed the curriculum was extremely “outdated, especially when it comes to technology” (Educate Group, 2019). Based on his research and findings, Donaldson created the Successful Futures report. This report was then used to create the New Curriculum for Wales. The New Curriculum for Wales opened doors for schools across Wales to create their own curriculum within their setting, this meaning teachers and learners all had a say in what they were being educated on. Donaldson also created 4 purposes for the New Curriculum for Wales and 6 Areas of Learning which include Maths and Numeracy, Expressive Arts, Health and Wellbeing, Language, Literacy and Communication and Humanities. However, he also created 12 pedagogical principles, these principles were made to “underpin the implementation of the curriculum” (Impact Wales, 2022). The principles created have also been used to create positive relationships between teachers and students and enhance creativity throughout the classroom and other areas (HWB Wales, 2023). Throughout this essay, I will be discussing three of the 12 pedagogical principles. These principles being, good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching, good teaching and learning sets tasks and selects resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest and good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and Experience.
[bookmark: _Int_VdbBDceQ][bookmark: _Int_Gc7pzmKn][bookmark: _Int_1wjYtQFL][bookmark: _Int_edUJ8zCN][bookmark: _Int_WF8jDbVe][bookmark: _Int_3scCBJzU][bookmark: _Int_cOJj7TW1]The first principle of discussion is, ‘Good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching.’ This principle suggests that to be successful when educating children, there should be a range of approaches to teaching used throughout the classroom, including a regular change of learning environments. (University at Buffalo, N.D) suggests that using different teaching methods encourages children to show more engagement throughout learning and develop their knowledge more thoroughly whilst participating. There are many different approaches to teaching that can be brought into the classroom and used outside of the classroom. For example, when introducing a new topic, it is important to begin with a scenario that will gain the children's attention. This is known as a ‘hook’. A hook when beginning a brand new topic creates excitement and draws the children into learning. An example of a hook would be a class trip to an outside of school learning environment. (Bouchrika. I, 2024) states that school trips “offer students the opportunity to learn about a subject in a more hands-on and immersive way than they can in the classroom”. School trips offer a wide variety of learning; throughout Wales, we have many beautiful landmarks where children could be educated off school sites. Castles, safe outdoor learning environments, museums and historic landmarks are all areas that could be used as a hook. Throughout my bridging experience, I was told that the school I was attending was near a local historical landmark. The school informed us that they often visited this landmark when completing the World War 2 topic, as it was exciting for the children to experience a landmark that was in use throughout this time in history. My bridging school explained that this widened the children's knowledge of the topic, and presented a range of activities to complete, such as letter writing, role play areas and opportunities to complete cross-curricular lessons. Theorist John Dewey believes that more experience means better learning, and that humans learn most when actively participating in something, instead of sitting and directly listening. He calls this “experiential learning” (Main.P, 2023). Although John Dewey suggests that children learn most from educational experiences, philosopher Allan Bloom criticized Dewey's theory, suggesting that children may not gain essential skills and academic knowledge if they were not taught through traditional teaching methods, he also suggested that teachers may lose their academic authority when teaching in environments outside of the classroom (P.M. Alberto, 2018). (Thecannonbeachacademy, 2023) suggest that direct teaching is extremely beneficial for learners, as they can progress at their own pace, this benefits the child as the teacher assessing work can keep track of the child's progress, ensuring they complete the correct ability level of work. The pedagogic principle being discussed suggests that learners should be gaining experience of both different approaches to teaching such as attending several learning environments and should be educated through direct teaching. Therefore, it is visible that throughout the curriculum for Wales, both Dewey and Blooms opinions on the education of children, can be used throughout the classroom. After completing my research and reading about the pedagogical principle ‘Good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching,’ I have discovered a range of positive and negative opinions surrounding the principle. I am of the opinion that a range of learning environments is important for a child's development, not only in education but also for their physical development. I also understand that attending new learning environments benefits children's wellbeing therefore, helping them gain confidence within the topic that they are learning about. During my school enrichment, I have experienced the impact of a school trip on a child's academic ability. The class were completing a story board recount based on a class trip that they had recently attended. The child completing the task usually has a lower academic ability in Language, Literacy and Communication, but the confidence they gained whilst writing, after attending the trip, was noticeable in their work. I am of the opinion that the child felt they had gained full experience of the topic, resulting in them feeling more confident when recapping their learning. Based on my research, findings, and opinion, I believe that this pedagogical principle does not uphold itself for many areas of development. My research surrounding this principle shows that the areas covered throughout it are familiar to schools, and the new curriculum being rolled out in schools ensures that they are aware of what needs to be covered within this principle. For example, schools ensure that they are giving students outside of the classroom learning opportunities. This involves school trips, outdoor learning opportunities and a variety of learning environments. Within my own practice and moving forward into working life, I will ensure to provide my class with a variety of learning environments, including changing the classroom regularly and inviting visitors in to speak to the children. I will also try to take my class on regular trips about each topic we cover.
[bookmark: _Int_rPSAC6nx][bookmark: _Int_xhFmILzO][bookmark: _Int_hm7pdu6b][bookmark: _Int_jUoyPtFx][bookmark: _Int_4OGvbjCK]The second principle of discussion is ‘Good teaching and learning sets tasks and selects resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest.’ This principle recommends that resources and tasks put into place throughout the classroom should be based on topics and areas that the children may already have some knowledge or experience of, this way, the expectation is that children will be more engaged in their education. When Donaldson was completing research based on the issues within schools in Wales, many children responded that they would like to be more involved in the discussion of what they would be learning about. When the New Curriculum for Wales came into practice throughout schools, this gave children and teachers an opportunity to create their own curriculum, meaning they could choose the subjects and topics that are learnt about. When attending my school enrichment setting, I have seen an example of this pedagogic principle being used in practice. The reception class I have been placed in will change their topic in the coming weeks. The teacher sat the class down on the carpet and explained that they would be learning about a new subject very soon and asked the class if they had any ideas of what they would like this subject to be. The teacher took notes of all the children's answers, to then discuss with other teachers, to decide their next topic. The pedagogical principle in discussion suggests that positive teaching and learning is built from what children already have some previous knowledge of. (Childrensbureau, 2017) explains that young children often develop knowledge and experience through family at home. Theorist Lev Vygotsky also believes that children learn from the people around them, coinciding with his theory of the more knowledgeable other. Vygotsky explained that a more knowledgeable other is someone who has more knowledge, experience or a higher ability in the task being completed (FutureLearn, N.D). When attending school enrichment days, I have gained experience in children benefiting from having prior knowledge on subjects. For instance, a child within the class is usually quiet, and does not often contribute to lessons. However, if a subject discussed is of interest to that child, they will contribute and engage more throughout class time. This was evident when the class teacher began talking about insects we see outside. As this child had prior knowledge of the subject, they felt the courage to answer questions and discuss facts that they knew with peers. It was clear that this child did not only gain confidence in the classroom but also had a positive experience in the learning environment, thus benefiting the child's well-being. Although Vygotsky believed that children always have a ‘more knowledgeable other,’ theorist Jean Piaget opposed this theory. Piaget believed that learning was done through cognitive development, although he did believe that small areas of learning could occur through social interactions (Mellentine.J , 2023). Piaget's theory was based on cognitive development, as he believed that learning was a “continuous process” and that “children's development and knowledge occur in stages” (Mellentine.J , 2023). Based on my research, I understand that children's engagement and wellbeing can be improved when learning about a subject they can use their prior knowledge towards. Based on my experience and viewing this throughout my school enrichment, I also understand that there are several techniques used throughout the classroom to imbed this pedagogical principle into day to day school life. For example, I have observed the class taking part in ‘activating prior knowledge’ sessions before beginning a new topic or area of learning. The class will also discuss their prior knowledge of areas of the continuous provision, so that they feel more confident completing the activities. Although I am of the opinion that this pedagogical principle is important for children to feel comfortable within a classroom environment, it is also important to recognise that children will not aways find interest in the same topics. When I put this principle into practice, I will ensure to explain to children that are not engaged or interested in the subject matter, that children learn in diverse ways. I will also take on board the children's ideas that are not so interested in the topic and ensure to consider them for the next time. 
[bookmark: _Int_Ll8qc2Jx][bookmark: _Int_t69LFO8W][bookmark: _Int_BA4zwzer]The final principle to be discussed is ‘Good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and Experience’. This principle suggests good teaching and learning takes place when schools follow the learning areas Donaldson created for the new curriculum. Within the New Curriculum for Wales, there are six different areas of learning, these are often abbreviated to ‘AOLE’s’. As previously discussed, the six AOLE’s are Language, Literacy and Communication, Mathematics and Numeracy, Health and Wellbeing, Expressive Arts, Humanities and Science and Technology. These areas of learning were developed by Professor Graham Donaldson for schools to base their curriculum on. (Welsh Government, 2015), suggests that Donaldson created these principles with the intention of schools widening opportunities for students to be educated on these areas. For example, these areas of learning also coincide with schools creating extra-curricular activities for students to attend. Within my school enrichment setting, I have seen several AOLE’s being used. As an example, based on attending enrichment every Friday I have been able to observe Language, literacy, and communication through phonics sessions that I have observed. I have also observed expressive arts, health and wellbeing and humanities. When observing these sessions, I can understand the benefits of the areas of learning within the Foundation Learning setting. My observations throughout school enrichment have focused my attention on learning areas and how they widen children's interests. I have also noted that the areas of learning aid creating create cross-curricular opportunities within the classroom and outside. (Watson.M, N.D) suggests that cross curricular organises teaching into integrating subjects that are relevant to one another, and the topic in practice. (ESTYN,2023) explain that Foundation Learning environments should include a wide range of activities that aim to benefit children's development and their independence. This presents the opportunity to create activities based on a cross curricular plan, this could be within children's written learning, play or provision areas. I have gained experience of several cross curricular sessions whilst on school enrichment, an example of this is a lesson that I assisted on St. Davids Day. Prominently an expressive art session through the medium of art, the children were asked to create wax paintings to take home for parents. Although this was an art session, the integration of the humanities area of learning was brought into the session through St. Davids Day. Prior to the art session, the children had been taught about the meaning of St. Davids Day and why we celebrate in Wales. This created a positive cross curricular session for me to assist. Areas of learning can also include children attending outdoor learning sessions and lessons that take place off school property. As previously discussed within the first pedagogical principle, there are 	many benefits to differentiating learning environments. 		
[bookmark: _Int_T5GNDjjF][bookmark: _Int_BqkNCHWs][bookmark: _Int_M3hEo7Xi][bookmark: _Int_Zy3jKAcX]In conclusion to the assignment title, and after concluding my research and observations, I have discovered new information and important strategies that should be used throughout a Foundation Learning classroom. My research, observations and lectures have also widened my knowledge on how I should integrate the pedagogical principles into my PTE and my own classroom in the future. The pedagogical principle ‘Good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching’ has reminded me that it is important to consider your students’ learning environment when completing tasks. In the future, I will ensure that I create a wide array of environments for my class to attend, including off site trips, outdoor learning and continually changing the Foundation Learning provision (if applicable). 	I will also provide my class with opportunities to take part in different learning experiences such as lessons from visitors and outside of school organisations. The second pedagogical principle of discussion was ‘Good teaching and learning sets tasks and selects resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest’. This principle and the research that I have conducted has benefitted my understanding of the importance of helping children activate their prior knowledge to benefit their learning. To incorporate this principle into my future practice, I will ask my pupils to retrieve their prior knowledge in each lesson. Based on my research, I understand that this should benefit children's confidence when learning, this is something that I would like to promote throughout my classroom. The final pedagogical principle discussed within this writing is ‘Good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and Experience’. In future practice, I will consider this principle when creating continuous and enhanced provision within the Foundation Learning environment (if applicable). I will also ensure that mainstream lessons provided to the class are as cross curricular based as possible. Whilst concluding my writing, it is important to note that I felt these pedagogical principles overlapped with each other. I feel that each principle co encides with each other and are based on the learning environment and strategy of teaching. 
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