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A Chinese idiom:

“To stop branding axes is the essence of
martial virtue (zhige weiwu [F % F51)”

v \ ‘\///////’ 4 V. /‘\/ My
N // )
\J v/ Y

e
AWy
TN
i 1 e U

SACRIFICE AND WARFARE
GUIDE TO ANCIENT WEAPONS

: ﬁﬂ

01 Sham

*TEEFR

B BHHE SS9




Contents

01

1. A brief
introduction to the
Shuowen

02

2. Analyse the
Shuowen’s
explanation

03

3. Comparison of
the original
meaning and the
Shuowen’s

explanation




I 1. A brief introduction to the Explaining Simple Graphs and
Analysing Compound Characters (shuowen jiezi £57 X fEF)

e 1.1 Background

The Han’s imperial disregard for primary learning (xiaoxue /|N22) and its focus on
literature in official examinations led to contemporaries’ neglect of primary learning’s
significance. Ultimately, they will misunderstand and be unable to inherit the wisdom
embedded in the classics.

* 1.2 Purpose

Illustrate principles of all creatures via their character, correct mistakes in character
interpretation, enabling scholars to grasp their form, sound, and meaning thoroughly.



1.3 Materials
* Ancient Characters: small seal script, Zhou script
* Scholar Opinion: 35 eminent scholars

 Book Reference: 36 classics and documents

1.4 Methodology

Six character formation principles

Divide 9353 characters into 540 radical categories

Clarify by example when the meaning is obscure

Say with evidence, leave any uncertainty




2. Analyse the Shuowen’s explanation

2.1 The Shuowen’s explanation of wu I I I
* Meaning

“King Zhuang of Chu said, ‘As for military power, it is to establish achievements and

lay aside arms. Therefore, to stop brandishing axes is the meaning of wu.”
("EHEE T TRE O EYET  BUEREE - 5 )
* Character construction

As for associative compound character, paralleling simple graphs to forge a new
character, then to comprehend the new meaning, wu and xin (trustworthiness 1)
are examples of this.

rﬁ% CEEHGEE o DURTETR ffﬁg N f%.ﬂ IEéﬁl"J)



Three questions:

1) Who is King Zhuang of Chu?

2) Under what circumstances did
he assert this explanation?

3) Why did Xu Shen adopt his

words to explain wu?



2.2 Introduction of King Zhuang of Chu

fg‘i“g  Name: Xiong Mi g2~
-4 ')
;;2,,‘1; * Reign: 613-591 BCE, the 22nd King of the Chu
ézﬁ State
£ 4 ¢

% ; 2’4  Achievements:
w%)ﬂ
% 4% - One of the “Five Hegemons (wuba 71.85)” in
P the Spring and Autumn period (770-476 BCE)
4 %%
f%‘,f ,§ - To do nothing or to amaze people with a single
¥ (% &

soar (buming zeyi yiming jingren “~NIEHI[E—
IS CIN




2.3 The Battle of Bi (bi zhi zhan B} 22 £%)

e Time: 597 BCE

* Venue: Bi County in the Zheng & State

* Main protagonists: King Zhuang of Chu 224+ =+ (r. 613—-591 BCE), Duke
Jing of Jin &=/ (r. 599-581 BCE), and commanders of both states.

* Reason: Jin and Chu states were
competing for hegemony in the central
plain.

* Outcomes: Chu defeated the Jin. King
Chu became the new hegemon in the
central plain.
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2.4 A discussion between
King Chu and his general

10

e Construction of a military
monument for commemoration

“My lord, why do you not build a
military monument by collecting Jin
corpses? | have heard that the
conquest of our enemies must be
displayed for our descendants, so
that they will not forget our martial
achievement.”

THE

CLORIOLS

DEAD




1. The graphic form of wu
2. Four lines in the Book of Odes (shijing £52X)

A

4 | ™ ~ - ™
King Chu cited sources : King Chu reflected on
to elaborate on the King The seven virtues of :
. : : self-actions (possessed
Wu of Zhou’s virtues in martial greatness :
: none of these virtues)
martial greatness
\ Y, \ \ J
Examples:
“ston” and “dageer-axe” Now | have caused two domains to
> « gg ” Prohibit violence lay bare the bones of their
1 form “martial . . :
(F % B ) (ZER) soldiers—that was V|olence.
- (SEEZERE - 72 )
Lacking virtue and striving by force
5 Bring peace to the myriad Harmonises the multitudes for the princes’ allegiance, how |
domains (%% F) (1) harmonise the multitudes

11



Seven virtues of martial greatness

Preserve the Confirm
greatness g achievements

(FRA) (E L)
Stores away
weapons
Sk
(Ri) Bring repose to Ml Harmonises the
the people multitudes
T (Z ) (FIRR)

lllustrated by the
graphic form of wu.
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The end of the Battle
of Bi

A discussion of military
monument construction




2.5 Xu Shen’s adoption of King Chu’s words

* Say with evidence, leave the uncertainty

1)

2)

| have extensively selected glosses from authoritative scholars, both
minor and greater, and they are believable and verifiable. These were
employed to investigate the origin and development of characters.

("TEREBA > BV EASE - FEEHER - )
Where there is something that is not known, | leave the matter open.

(" EORRTARD > SRR - )

 Chu Bamboo Slips of Tsing Hua University (370 BCE)
227 years after the Battle of Bi.
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3. Comparison of the original meaning
and the Shuowen’s explanation

3.1 Original meaning of wu

Orthograph: wu was composed by walking radical
(xing 1T), an axe (ge %), and a foot (zhi [F).

Meaning: This orthography depicts a soldier

holding an axe, walking on a road to fight bravely.




3.2 Main difference: the meaning of zhi | (stop vs. foot)

Shuowen: brandishing axes is the meaning of wu \bl | A\ '

2) zhi means fOOt (Figure one) (Figure two)

* Evidence one: Characters contain zhi in the oracle bone inscription.

o“walking slowly” (bu #¥*) consists of two mirrored zhi graphs,
depicting right feet positioned in front of the left feet. (Figure one)

o“arrive” (ge %) combines a foot oriented toward a dwelling,
conveying the image of someone reaching a destination. (Figure two)

16



 Evidence two: zhi in the received literature text.

o ‘Treatise on Criminal Law’ in the Book of Han: “Those who should
have their left foot amputated are instead to receive five hundred
lashes; those who should have their right foot amputated [...] are all
to be executed in the market.”

(CEEMER) ¢ ' BHEAELEE  &08 E8al - BHERT- )
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Original e wu: action of fighting
meaning e zhi: depicts a foot, means to walk

Nolglsl:&-1s[¢B * zhi: meaning shifted from walk to stop

Autumn e wu: King Chu interprets wu’s graphic form
period as “stop weapons”

e Xu Shen’s conservative compilin
Eastern Han PHing

method adopts King Chu’s

dynasty

interpretation
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4. Conclusion

LT Ay Y S

1) The explanation of wu in the
Shuowen
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%
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2) Evolution of wu’s meaning across
time.

3) Each Chinese character embeds
the wisdom of our ancestors,
from the initial creators to later

interpreters.




THANK YOU FOR
LISTENING
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Appendix One
Original texts of the discussion on military monument construction

NiE o BEEPM » ZE KTk -

HEH D BERSFRE > ME T AR - BRSO TR DUESET) o

BrH TIERATAI - K3 ERBER - ERER o {F (MH) H @ TEEvTk > #iESK -
oK > BTIGE » nEfrz o 0 XME (R) » H¥XEH "EER, - H=H @ THls
B TAEKRE - 0 HNH - T@EFH  BEE - 5 RE o B - gz - K B - ZR
M~ SEt - B RiEsHE - STEEHFRE 0 5 B DEEEE - o fAEZ -
ZMARL > ZEERK P HESE > BECH ? MERINNS - BALE ? MEMmaFEE -
I AR ? FIANZ 2% > 22 N 2Bl > PARC2R » M DLERT ? A B » Idie—1 » ([(/DUR+
7 HEAEE  SNREME - RIEEDI - TR IS ME 2 - DRSS -
ETATE » DUECEE - SIRERT » MREZELVER® - XA DU 2

B30 RSB E - SAEE © (Lord Xuan 12.2; B /1 4F)
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