 Review of We dig a WW2 Bunker and find Loads of relics! [Battlefield Recovery]

The “We dig a WW2 Bunker and find LOADS of relics! [Battlefield Recovery]” is a clip from the television show “Nazi war Diggers” which stars a group of four men that go to what were once battlefields, with permission, and being allowed to detect and find battlefield artefacts. The four Men involved are called Craig who knows military tactics, Kris who is known for his gadgets, Stephen who knows Relics and rust and can tell you from a piece of scrap who made it and in what year, and Adrian who has the eastern front in his blood and the entire show is narrated by Cameron Robertson. “Nazi War Diggers” is a show produced by National Geographic and was aired on May 13th 2014 but received bad reviews by many critical archaeologists so was removed from National Geographic’s viewing schedule later that year and was then later renamed to “Battlefield Recovery”. The main characters each profess to have their own unique area of expertise when finding battlefield relics. They supposedly have knowledge on any item that could be dug up and found on a World War 2 battlefield and with that, they go in search of relics. The relics that they find are then donated to the local museums, depending on which country they are in. The episode itself is set on what was once one of the frontlines between the invading Russians and the Germans, locate in west Latvia. The location is in the middle of a farm, and they point out that they have about two or three days to find a German bunker and get the relics out in the given time. The episodes last for 32 minutes, and they operate from dawn until dusk. They seem to spend the first day identifying the exact location of the bunker and do not start any deep digging until they are sure, so they don’t leave the dig site wide open for black diggers to raid during the night. It is explained that black diggers are people who travel to archaeological sites during the night and take relics which can then be sold on in markets.The Audience this show would be directed towards are young adults and older that like history and war, or war related archaeology. It has the fast pace and dramaticism to attract people with even the smallest attention, however, it does skip out on the tidying up of the hole that they dug, this would take a lot more time than they show it to be. The audio of the footage gives off a bunch of different feelings at different points of the episode, the sound and tone mixes the senses between excitement, worry, seriousness and humorous. For example, they get very excited over finding an axe and it was a thrill that they found something that was still sharp and perfectly preserved, following on from that, the next scene jumps to worry and seriousness because they found a hand grenade that seemed armed which they were holding and showing around for the camera, a major switch in mood but the exciting tone was still there. The show concentrates mostly on entertainment, for example, halfway through the video, the camera takes a break from the dig and watches the four men talk about and play with a MP40 gun, saying that the gun would have been used for bunker clearing, however as fun, interesting, and engaging as that may be, the only relevance that the gun had was the fact that the Germans would have used it. In any case, the whole scene of the four men having fun with it and a trying it out is pointless and has absolutely no relevance to the dig itself. The style of the show is very Americanised, after every major event in the video, someone had to do like a private interview of their thoughts at that moment, it was like watching an archaeological version of “storage hunters” which is an American show and is filmed almost exactly the same style, fast paced and excitable. The individual interviews with the cast members made it like they were looking back on each major moment and feeling the need to explain themselves, it adds to the entertainment factor but is not necessary.
There are many positives to the show, even with what seems to be many Flaws with it, the cast are all enthusiastic, the way they present is engaging and interesting, adding drama to even the smallest finds, makes it that much more interesting. This is perfect for entertainment purposes and is certainly an attraction to people who have no knowledge of the area they dig or the things they dig up, However, there are so many more things wrong with the show.
The finding and handling of the grenade to show the camera did not seem safe at all and as entertaining as a viewer would find it, there appeared to be a lack of professionalism regarding live ammunition and explosives. Compared to the show “Time Team”, they would call in the military and bomb squad to make sure there is nothing dangerous, this includes disarming ammunition and explosives and making it a safe environment to work, however with this show, they did not seem to show that much concern and passed it around for the camera and to have a look, even after stating that the fuse and the spoon had come off and its primed and ready to go. Another thing that one may have a problem with is the American man craig, who knows his military tactics. It was stated in the beginning that the artefacts and relics that would be dug up would be sent to the nearest war museum, a worthy cause. However, Craig finds an ammo pouch, very proud of himself, even pats himself on the back in the individual interview, then Adrian finds a bayonet, Craig then says in the interview, “Adrian completely upstages me”, turning the dig into a sudden competition, not very professional. Also, close to the end of the episode, the team point out a car who are watching the dig in the distance and say that the people in the car are black diggers, people who raid relics from archaeological digs during the night and then sells them and then they claim its destroying history, in a sense this is agreeable. However, throughout the episode, at different points when finds are made they state that these artefacts are priceless and that they mean a lot to history but yet feel the need to say things like that’s not worth much on the market, but to us its priceless. Now one might get the feeling that if they were not doing an archaeology show, they most certainly would be selling. Another thing is that the cast got too excitable about the prospect of coming across dead soldier bodies, this is deemed insensitive, and many archaeologists would disagree with the actions taken with this.

