


Classical criminology is a concept which emphasises how humans choose to commit crimes rationally and under their own free will. The main contributors to this concept were called Cesare Beccaria and Jeremy Bentham who built on the foundations of the theory by looking at how the severity of the punishment should outweigh the positives of committing the crime (Roshier., 1989). Rational choice theory and routine activity theory will help discuss this idea further by highlighting how the crime is committed and what type of punishment should be given. To look at this idea more in depth, theft will be a key factor in understanding crime.  Evidence based policing is using the best available evidence to challenge and guide practices and policies. This helps with decision making so the police will always have the best possible outcome (Spooner, Hughes and Jones., 2022). The Sara model and HotSpot are two models in evidence-based policing which test policing practices to help understand where the problems lie. The strengths and limitations of both classical criminology and evidence-based policing will be important to discuss as it will help look at crime preventive methods for theft. 
One important theory of classical criminology is rational choice theory which was developed by Clarke and Cornish, and it helps us understand human behaviour. It is the idea that people think rationally by looking at how the incentives and constraints of the crime affect their decision. If the benefits of a crime for the offender outweigh the costs, then a crime will occur (Gul., 2009). The theory only looks at one factors which is rational choice. It doesn’t consider any other factors such as peer pressure or mental health conditions which could massively impact an individual’s behaviour. This is because they could have been forced to do it which is not committing the crime under their own free will (Herfield., 2021). In general, some perceived costs of a crime can include sanctions such as an arrest, a conviction or even imprisonment. For example, a homeless person’s benefits of committing theft outweigh the costs. Even though they are general costs for most people, for a homeless person, imprisonment is a benefit. It will give them warmth, shelter, food and water which they wouldn’t get living on the streets. They can get a paid job in prison to give them a head start for when they get released from prison. Two main costs for a homeless person include freedom and a criminal record. These costs don’t come close to what they believe to be benefits (Matsueda, Kreager and Huizinga., 2006). The maximum penalty for committing theft can be either imprisonment up to seven years or an unlimited fine. A homeless person would look at the sentence and be happy that they will have everything they need for up to seven years which can change their life around (The Crown Prosecution Service., 2022). To reduce the amount of theft happening in local towns, the police could utilise HotSpot policing. This is a very well used policing strategy which focuses on high concentrated crime areas and allocates police resources to that specific area in order to prevent crime occurring. It is good at stopping crime quickly in that certain area, however it can just cause crime to disperse to other areas to cause crime there (Lazzati and Menichini., 2015). Crime mapping can be an effective tool to determine the areas of high theft rate to make HotSpot policing more efficient. An area of high theft rates the police need to focus on is Huddersfield because in December 2022, it had around 232 reported theft crimes. There were a reported 8 bicycle thefts, 71 shoplifting offences, 25 thefts for a person and 128 other thefts (Police.Uk., 2022). For shoplifting offences, there could be a greater police presence outside the shops which are stolen from more frequently as this would deter criminals as well as designating a staff member to watch the CCTV to catch them in the act. Street lighting is an effective tool to prevent thefts like bicycle theft and theft from person as criminals are more likely to steal when its dark so they cannot be seen as easily. By adding more streetlights can illuminate the area more, in particular, dark alleyways and bike lock ups to reduce the number of thefts occurring. In areas of improved streetlighting there was an overall reduction of 21% of property crime to those areas without streetlighting (College of Policing., 2015). In contrast to benefits of HotSpot policing, there are a few criticisms of the model. In addition to staffing issue and limited resources that can be dispatched to the area; strict adherence to the area is also a big problem. HotSpot policing only identifies an area and not a specific place so when the police go to the area, they struggle to engage in an effective manner (Weisburd and Braga., 2019). 
Another theory of classical criminology is routine activity theory which was first proposed by Cohen and Felson to comprehend what is needed for a crime to occur. It requires three elements to link together. These are: a likely offender, a suitable target and the absence of a capable guardian. This theory is very simple and easy to understand however, it doesn’t directly specify what criteria is needed for the three elements (Miro., 2014). In Texas, a study was conducted applying routine activity theory to petty theft. It looked at full-service car washes because a significant amount of money was removed from 30 percent of cars during their services. The car left unattended by the driver was classed as the suitable target, the likely offender was the staff at the car wash and the absence of a capable guardian was the fact the driver leaves their car in the hands of the car wash staff. With all these three factors in place meant there was an increased amount of crime that took place (Burns., Kinkade and Bachmann., 2012). When one of these factors is taken away the crime won’t occur. To prevent this sort of crime from occurring as frequently, the sara model which is one of the key models for evidence-based policing can be applied. This decision-making model was advanced by John Eck and William Spelman in 1987 to come up with tailored solutions to problems through research and analysis as well as assessing the success of the responses. It incorporates 4 different stages which are scanning, analysis, response and assessment (Lum and Koper., 2017). The problem has been identified through the victims complaining about their money going missing from the statistic. Next, is looking at why the problem is occurring. The car wash staff will look at the victim as an easy target because the victim isn’t present during the car wash and there is unlikely to be surveillance cameras that can see directly into the car to catch the offender in the act. Some response to this could be adding CCTV cameras at level with the car so you can directly into the car to watch the car wash staff more closely. According to College of Policing (2021) “crime was found to have decreased by 13% in places with CCTV compared to those without”. This crime preventive technique would be seen as successful as it has overall reduction in theft. At the car wash it would stand as the capable guardian and act at a deterrence to the car wash staff to stop them thieving from the abandoned cars. The sara model is an effective way of reducing crime and has been proved to have worked through looking at statistics, but it can be quite time consuming especially if the crime reduction technique isn’t successful. 
In conclusion classical criminology is very important in informing evidence-based policing as looks at how crime occurs which therefore assists the police in preventing and stopping crime using a variety of crime preventive techniques. It challenges the policies and practices it currently has in place to assess the effectiveness and allows for a positive change if necessary. Two main crime reduction tools include the sara model and hotspot policing. Both of these are an effective way of first looking where the problems lies then acting on this to find the best possible solution to the problem. The strategies which have been utilised for theft have proved to have worked with an overall decrease in areas that received HotSpot policing to areas which used the traditional policing patrolling (Braga. et al., 2019). One main problem of classical criminology is understanding what the term rational choice really means. To summarise, not everyone commits a crime under their own free will, meaning the theory needs to be revisited to develop and enhance the terminology to be more inclusive of those people under threat or danger. 
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