Alt Lanlas
Alt Lanlas is the woodland on the Llanerchaeron Estate which is just over two miles from Aberaeron. The woodland is a mixture of different types of tree including larch but it is predominantly oak woodland. The larch tree is one which tends to be grown for commercial purposes as they are fast growing; they are also “hard and resistant to rot…” (Larch, European (Larix decidua)2018) so therefore meaning it is good for use in furniture making. However the presence of mature larch trees indicates that this did not happen, so therefore it could show that this woodland is more for pleasure than commercial.  On the visit to Alt Lanlas the wood seem to be alive with sounds of birdlife, the sounds of the river at the valley bottom (from which the wood rises) and the sounds we created as we walked through the woods. Vicki Cummings (2004) argues that touch is vital to the human understanding of the world as it creates a bond between ourselves and the world we live in; so going into Alt Lanlas one could feel the trees as well as what the path felt like beneath our feet allowing us to make a connection with the world around us. It could also allow one to feel a connection to the past as well because one could imagine what it was like working in these woods having to navigate the woods treading in the mulch of leaves on the woodland floor.
The estate covers 760 acres and some of this includes land which is rented out to tenant farmers and we visited one of the fields which contained parkland trees. These are very different to those in woodland (refer to figure one below )as they are less densely packed than in a forest so tend to grow upwards less but spread out more (refer to figure two ). Sometimes these trees are pollarded, this method of “cutting the tree 6 to 10 feet (2 to 3 meters) above ground to produce a crop of new shoots…”(O Rackham, 2007, p.5) allowing trees to grow as a secondary crop to the animals grazing in the fields.  So this shows how the method of woodland management varies in the Llanerchaeron Estate depending upon the location of the trees as well as who is in control as the tenant farmer is responsible for the management of the parkland trees. It could also show that despite trees being a potentially valuable commodity, the National Trust has decided to allow the woodland to develop itself naturally only actively getting involved when the trees are obstructing access or are potentially dangerous. Figure 2: A parkland tree on land owned by the National Trust, taken by Abigail McKeeman 18/01/2019


[bookmark: _GoBack]Figure 1: A coppiced tree in Alt Lanlas, taken by Abigail McKeeman 18/01/2019
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