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John Muir Project Proposal.
The John Muir Award is a project that works to protect and enhance our natural environments. For this award I am visiting the Pen y Fan area with my group and conducting a litter pick as part of the British Mountaineering Council’s (BMC) Hills2Oceans Campaign. This campaign is open to volunteers to remove litter from UK mountains to prevent it from getting into our oceans. We are working closely with another group doing the award who have contacted the BMC and are happy for us to use their name and their campaign for our litter pick. 
The Pen y Fan area is a popular tourist spot which hosts high volumes of people each year and potentially lots of litter. I think it will be beneficial if we go to the area and tidy it up so that it’s natural beauty can be appreciated by the local community, and we will also be supporting the charity by cleaning up their area. 
After visiting Pen y Fan during a practical day at university, I found it was such a beautiful please with a rich history that myself and my group want to preserve.
We will be using mobile phones to record our litter pick which we will later individually turn into a video presentation to show our personal experience of the area and the impact of our work.
The Pen y Fan area is maintained by the National Trust but despite efforts to contact them they have not responded so we have decided to work in and around the Storey Arms at the foot of the mountain. A representative from our course has been in contact with Jayne Rees from the Brecon Beacons National Park office who supports our project and sees no issues with our plan. 
We have sourced litter picks and bin bags for our litter pick. I am going to source gloves and hand sanitiser to maintain hygiene for our litter pick and high visibility jackets to make people around us aware of our presence, especially as we may be working alongside a road. Everyone in the group will wear appropriate clothing for the conditions. I am going to bring a first aid kit to our location as well as a survival bag in case of injury and poor weather. In the event of poor weather conditions, we are prepared to not go ahead with our litter pick in the interest of safety, we will reschedule for another day. In addition, if someone is unwell in our group, we are prepared to reschedule.
Once we have collected our litter, we are going to dispose of it sensibly, correctly sorted in the University bins. We have spoken with reception and one of the Porters who see no issues with this. Attempts were made to contact maintenance to get email confirmation that this was okay, we received no response but if they deny our request, we will dispose of the litter sensibly somewhere else. 
As we are representing the University and the John Muir Award, we will act in a sensible, professional manner. In the potential we encounter any issues, we will follow the instructions of the local landowners/ Local authorities and leave the area if necessary. 
I understand there are potential risks to an area like this, but I believe that my experience and my peers’ will help to keep us safe so that we can conduct our litter pick. As the area we are going that is very popular, there will be plenty of people around, even at the time of year we are doing it, so in the case of an emergency we can get help quickly. Everyone in the group will be carrying a charged mobile phone to use in an emergency and we will have a battery pack to charge these if needed. I will complete a Risk Assessment for this area so that my group is aware of potential dangers. 
We are planning to conduct our litter pick on the 22nd of November 2023. I will be working in a group with Freya Leegwater-Bright, Owen Gittos and Ellis Anthony-Willis. Owen will be driving and we will be parking in the Storey Arms car park, if this is full, we may need to park in a car park further along the road, but we will take measures to ensure we are safe. On this day, we will explore the local area to understand how much rubbish accumulates in this area and litter pick what we find to preserve the natural environment.
	
	
	



